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PREFACE 


T his book has been written to help students who 
are taking the latest period of British History 
. . for the Higher Certificate, Scholarship and 

University Examinations. But the author hopes that 
ms attempt to trace the development of British Foreign 
Pohcy from 1815 to 1933 vvill prove helpful to others 
’ are interested m current history. He has therefore 
earned the story beyond the period usuaUy set for 
exammations ; he has tried to put in their proper setting 
questions which to-day are pressing for solution • and 
to show the great importance of the struggle between 
Nationalism and Internationalism out of which present 
problems of Forei^ Policy have arisen. 

References^ are given to books, often of recent publi- 
cation, in which further information may be found. The 
full bibliographies wliich many of these contain will 
enable advanced students to obtain additional material 
The author acknowledges with gratitude the kind help 
he has received from Professor R. B. Mowat, M.A., Mr. 
N. L Cooper, M.A., Librarian, and Mr. J, S. Cox, M.A.' 
Sub-Libranan of the University of Bristol; and from 
Mr. J. Ross, F.L.A., Librarian of the City of Bristol. 
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Bristol 
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ts great BRITAIN 



INTRODUCTION 


T he international Congress of Vienna which re- 
constituted the state system of Europe after the 
Napoleonic War provoked the opposition of Nation- 
alists who desired to make Germany and Italy into tinited 
Kingdoms and to deliver Belgium from the rule of Holland. , 
It led in many states to the re-establishment of despotism 
and thus gave a great impetus to the cause of Liberalism, 
which aimed at substituting for absolute monarchy a con- 
stitutional form of government which would limit the power 
of the Crowm and protect the liberty of the subject. 

But to the Czar Alexander I the new order seemed an 
excellent arrangement and he tried to form a Holy Alliance to 
maintain it. The Holy Alliance proved, as Mettemich said, 

‘ a sonorous nothing but it was followed by a tendency to 
common action between Russia, Prussia and Austria which, 
although often interrupted, did not finally cease until Russia 
and France made the Dual Eitienie in 1893. 

The more practical Congress System was an attempt of 
Great Britain, France, Russia, Austria and Prussia to main- 
Thc Congress tain the peace of Europe by holding meetings to 
System settle any problems that might lead to war. 
Russia, Austria and Prussia thought that the chief duty of 
a Congress was to uphold the settlement made at Vienna 
and that, if necessary, existing conditions should be main- 
tained by the armed intervention of the Powers. Castlereagh 
and Canning strongly denied the right of the Powers to inter- 
vene in the internal politics of any nation. ^ To the assertion 
of the right of ' intervention ’ on behalf of kings Great Britain 
opposed the principle of ‘non-intervention’, which would 
allow national aspirations to have full scope and would raable 
subjects to work out their own political salvation without 

ix 
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INTRODUCTIOISr xiii 

government offered a striking contrast 
to the professions of friendship which were made in London 
by the German Ambassador. When the Archduke Francis 
Fwlmand was niurdered at Serajevo, Sir Edward Grey, the 
British Foreign Secretary, made strenuous efforts to avert 
war and, aft^ war had broken out between Austria and Serbia 
to prevent it from becoming a struggle between the Triple 
^ance and the Triple Entente. By invading Belgium 
Germany took _«ie_onestep which could unite all British 

the obligation 

she had incurred by signing the 'scrap of paper’ in 1830, 
Great Bntam declared war on Germany at rr pm on 

At the begiming of the war Great Britain endeavoured 
to van for the Tnpie Entente the help of other nations. Italy 

joined the ^es in May 1915 and Roumania in 

August 1916, but Turkey and Bulgaria supported 
the Central Powers. 

The war graduaUy became a blockade of Germany, en- 
forced mamly ^ the British Navy, and serious differences 
arose between Great Britain and the United States which 
protested against the interference with neutral trade which 
was caused by the blockade. An extremely difficult situation 
was relieved when the United States declared war on Germany 
on April 6th, 1917. ^ 

ended on November nth, 1918, with the victory 
of the^ies, and an International Congress, in which Mr 
? George played a leading part, compelled Germany, 
whi^ had not been represented at the Congress, to accept 
the Peace Treaty of Versailles on June 28th, 1919. The terrns 
° t Treaty provoked strong national 

f gak sgtient history has been largely con r.ernPfl 

"arisen between Internationalism 
^_^ariona& _ ReceirBriBiET^gSTdi^^ 

M attempt to vindicate the principle of Internationalism, and 
by international co-operation to maintain peace, to remedy 
Vers^^^^^ deficiencies of the Treaty of 



CHAPTER I 

CASTLEREAGH AND THE CONGRESS SYSTEM 

T he final defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo profoundly 
affected the position of Great Britain. Down to 
1815 her navy had formed one of the bulwarks that 
protected Europe from the aggression of France and her 
wealth had been used to finance her allies. After 1815 the 
The posiuon I^^^ance of European Power shifted to the East 
oi Great and the leading Powers were Russia, Austria and 
Prussia, whose military strength was far greater 
than that of Great Britain, and against whom her navy was 
of little use. T he in fluence of Great Bi^ain-was.^henceforth 
to be exerted by diplom^y.JandPnot' by^arms, and Castle- 
reagh indicated "the^lines on which British Foreign Policy 
%vas to proceed. ‘ In the present state of Europe he said, 

‘ it is the province of Great Britain to turn the confidence she 
has inspired to the account of peace by exercising a concili- 
atory influence between the Powers rather than to put herself at 
the head of any combinations of Courts to keep others in check.' 

The Congress of Vienna, in which the Powers strove to 
settle the affairs of Europe after Napoleon’s power had been 
shattered at Waterloo, disregarded two principles which were 
to prove a great source of discord for fifty years. It recog- 
nized neither Nationalism nor Liberalism. 

The oppression of Napoleon had given a strong impetus 
to the growth of Nationalism, particularly in Spain, Russia, 
NotionaUsm Germany and Italy. But the Congress gave 
Venetia and Lombardy to Austria; it divided 
GermMy into thirty-eight separate states; it placed Bel- 
gium in subjection to Holland and Norway to Sweden. The 
Congress thus led to the War of Belgian Independence, and to 
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foreign interference. This vital difference broke up the 
.Congress System. Henceforth Great Britain strove to main- 
■tain the peace of Europe not as a member of a formal Congress 
of the Powers but cither through the less formal and rather 
spasmodic Concert of Europe or bj’ joint action with individual 
states. 

British Foreign Policy from 1S15 to 1865 was largely an 
assertion of non-intervention. Great Britain resisted the 
attempts of the Powers to intervene in the internal 
inierrenoon, affairs of Smaller states. She was unwilling to 
1815-1845 interv’cne herself to promote the causes of Nation- 
absm and Liberalism although many Englishmen strongly 
sjmpathized with them. But the principle of non-intervention 
was not absolute. All British ministers recognized that 
obligations incurred by treaty might make intervention 
necessary, and realized that the duty of protecting their 
nationals might involve direct intcr\-ention on their behalf. 
On some occasions Great Britain acted contrarj' to her own 
theorj'. Counter-intervention is difficult to distinguish from 
intervention, andPalmerslpn, who aim ed at ‘ getting the af fairs 
of Eur ope into trim made himself and Great Britain un- 
popular by Inferfarence, direct or indirect, in the internal 
affairs of other nations. 

Fordgn Policy during this period was complicated by 
difficulties that arose •with Russia, France and the United 
States. British statesmen and the British public regarded 
the Russian Empire as the incarnation of despotism and 
■viewed rvith alarm her attempt to strengthen her authority 
''in the Near East. The maintenance of the integrity of 
Turkey as a bulwark against Russian aggression became a 
^ cardinal point of British Foreign Policy. 

* After 1830 France and Great Britain were the leading con- 
stitutional states in Europe, and in tlie Crimean War the two 
co'ontries fought a common enemy for the &st time since 
the days of Cromwell. But France formd that her designs 
were often frustrated by ‘ perfidious Albion and Englishmen 
considered that the policy of France was rmduly aggressive. 
Each country was gravely suspicious of the other ; war was 
avoided, but mutual frienddiip was never firmly established. 
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Europe utterly weary of war and the Congress of 
Vienna aimed at constructing ' a political system which should 
The ensure to Europe an endurance of peaceful con- 

SlitT' '• "^as still re- 

_ garded as the enemy, but the establishment of 
Prussia on the Rhine, the German and Swiss Confederations 
and the formation of the Netherlands as a barrier kingdom 
Jiimted her chances of aggression. An allied army under the 
Duke of \\^lhngton occupied France and the Quadruple 
Alhmce of Britain, Austria, Prussia and Russia, which was 
nnally established on November 20th, 1815, was prepared to 
take active measures if necessary to protect Europe from 
further aggression by France, and to consider ' such measures 
as . . . shall be judged most salutary for the peace and 
prosperity of the nations and for the maintenance of the 
peace of Europe 

attempt to establish an International Confederation 
of the Greater Powers revealed serious differences between! 
Britam md her alhes. Great Britain was strongly Nationalist 
and Castlereagh from the first maintained that no general 
pnnaples of intervention should be laid down by the Powers. 
The problem of intervention was destined soon to wreck the 
Conp-ess System which originated in the Quadruple Alliance. 

Alexander I, a man of strong religious feeling, who devoted 
much of his time to the study of the Bible, wished to take 
^cHoiy further steps to maintain the peace that the 
BUM Powers fondly imagined had been established by 
the Longrias of Vienna. He desired to supplement the 
pohtical alliance of the four Powers by a religious union, and 
m beptember 1815, induced Prussia and Austria to ioin 
Russia m the Holy Alliance. The treaty on which the Holy 
^liance was based declared that ‘ the eternal reh’gion of God 
the Preserver of mankind . . . should . . . influence the 
r^olutions of prmces and guide all their steps *, and pledged 
the members ‘ to protect religion, peace and justice ’. AH 
tte countries of Europe joined the Alliance except Great 
Bntam. The Regent graciously expressed his agreement 
iSf of the Alliance, although his own life was 

but little affected by them, but regretted that the conditions 
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terms and thus formed a Quintuple Alliance. It asserted its 
5S5mrity as a Court of Appeal for Europe by compelling 
Charles XIV of Sweden to fulfil his obligations to Denmark. 

It considered, but did not solve, some problems that had 
arisen about Bavaria and Baden. The Congress did some- 
. thing to ‘ provide the transparent soul of the Holy Alhance 

with a body'. j i • i. 

But even at Aix-la-Chapelle differences appeared which 

were soon to grow ivider and wreck the Congress System. 

The most serious arose on the question of interxe^n. 
Great Britain owed her constitution to the ‘ Qonous Bei^- 

Th. Problem lution^pti6M_and^e^^ 

of intcrventionafisolute g^ffirp ment ^vliiclx-. the ^Emper ors ^ oi 
Russia and AustnaSSreised in their own territories and which 
Metternich wished to establish in Germany. The rulers of 
Austria, Prussia and Russia could take their own courses, 

but British foreignjpolicyjwasjiltirnately. dependent upon the 
sanction orTSdiiment. Great Britau 3 .„too, was strongly 
N/tionaH^^-d Held that every, nation had an unqualified 
milt to settle its own form of government.iahdnTat no coui^ry 
should interfere in the internal affairs of another. The 
acceptance of this principle would have safeguarded the 
interests of the Smaller Powers which were not represented 
on the Quintuple Alliance. But the growth of Liberalism ^ 
seriously alarmed the despotic rulers of Europe. Alexander, 
strongly influenced by Metternich, was anxious to use the 
united force of the Alliance to protect. Kings whose authority 
might be weakened by the development of constitutional 
government in accordance with Liberal pnnciplcs. He 
wished to guarantee thrones as well as territories. Castlereagh 
nbiec ted to any general guarantee of esto Mlslicdjjiager, and 
successfully resisted the suggestion of Prussia that a European 
army supplied by each of the Powers should be stationed at 
Brussels under the command of Wellington to act as a force 
of international police. Instead of giving the general guarantee 
which the Czar desired the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle merely 
stated that, while the Powers were determined to maintain 
the Quintuple Alliance, the aim of the union was to preserve 
peace on the basis of respect for treaties and that no ‘ partial 
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North-East Frontier of India and compelled Great Brit^ 
to adopt a fonvard policy in Afghanistan and the neighbouring 
countries. The extension of Russian influence in the Far 
' East led to a growing friendslup behveen Great Britain and 
Japan which was soon to have most important results. 

' The Boer War, 1899-1902, seriously weakened the in- 
fluence of Great Britain on the Continent, where strong 
sjunpathj' was felt for the Boers, and seemed to show that her 
military power had decUned. The position of Great Britain 
appeared to be so w'eak that her isolation had become no 
longer splendid but dangerous, and she therefore abandoned 
the policy of Splendid Isolation for a policy of Evicnies. 

In three j'ears Great Britain made alliances of supreme 
importance. The alliance she made with Japan on January 
30tb, 1902, re-established the prestige she had lost in the 
Boer War and relieved her of the necessity of main- 
twMsu * 3 - strong fleet in the Pacific. On April 8th, 

1904, the Entente Cordiale was concluded with 
France. It was du e largely to the ap prehension aroused by 
thejiew naval pro^amTtrebl GCTn^ny ; it settled the serious 
diflcrencCS'that'had long embittered the relations between 
the contracting parties ; the common bond of friendship %vith 
France facilitated the formation in 1907 of the Triple Entente 
between Great Britain, France and Russia. 

Europe was now divided into two groups, the Triple Alliance 
and the Triple E^dcnie. Each professed that its aims were 
purely defensive, each feared that the other would adopt 
- an aggressive policy ; and every nation sought to ensure its 
own safety by joining in a race for armaments which made 
war incritablc. 

Germany thought that Great Britain had joined in a policy 
to encircle her with enemies ; the latter feared that German 
policy was Gircatcning British interests ; and idthough from 
time to time cflorls were made to establish friendship between 
tlic two Powers tlicir intercourse was always marked by 
suspicion and sometimes by hostility. In the summer of 1914 
official relations seemed to show a marked improvement ; but 
nationf^ feeling on both sides had. been embittere d by com- 
3«l?i>nflicting colonial intercsts..and the^real 
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against Ms rebellious subjects and desired to secure the per- 
mission of the AUiance to send 15,000 Russian soldiers through 
Piedmont and the South of France to put down the Spanish 
Liberals. Mettemich> objected to the passage of Russian 
troops through Piedmont and resisted the proposal that 
another Congress should be called to sanction Russian inter- 
I vention in Spain. But when the Neapolitan revolution broke 
out he felt that Austria’s interest in the North.of Italy made/ 
intervention essential and sought the sanction of a Congress! 
for the action he proposed to take. 

Castlereng R'a^in asserted the principle of non-intervent ion, 
subject to the obligations of treaties and the duty of every 
nation to protect its own subjects. Britain was bound by 
a Treaty of ' Alliance and Frien dship made in 1373, to 
prn fer.f. Por tugal from foreign attack, but wMle asserting that 
Britain would fulfil her obligation if necessary, he instructed 
the British ambassador to abstain from any interference in 
the internal affairs of the country. He recognized that the 
revolution in Naples might imperil the authority over Venetia 
and Lombardy wMch had been granted to Austria by the 
Congress of Vienna, and acknowledged that in these circum- 
stances Austria had a righ^to intervene in Italy. He had 
refuse d to assist Spain , to recover her American colonies and 
strenuously de mecl~the rights of the Powers to intervene on 
behalf of Spain, but he sent a squadron imder Sir Thomas 
Hardy^ protect British merchants in the Spanish colonies. 
He again denied the right of the Alliance to lay down rules 
of general application and objected to the actions of the Czar 
and Metternich in seeking its sanction for their proposed 
intervention in Spain and Italy. He ordered the British 
ambassador in Madrid to follow a strictly neutral course. 
When a revival of Bonapartism in France led the Czar to 
suggest that the ambassadors of the Quadruple Alliance 
should hold a conference to decide on a plan of mutual action 
he forbade Sir Charles Stuart to attend, on the ground that 
such an action would be an ‘unjustifiable interference with 
(the) internal affairs ’ of France. 

The prospects for the Conference of Troppau were not 
• good. Recent events had w’idened the breach between Great 



9 


CASTLERJEAGH AND THE CONGRESS SYSTEM 

the constitution of 1812. The Co nference authorized Mette r- 
n ich to take action against the Neapolitan rebels and to crush 
th e risings which ha d takecL-pl ace in Pieamont . Austria. | 
Prussia and Russia reaffirmed the Troppau Protocol owing! 
to the influence of Alexander, who wished to use the united 
power of the Alliance to crush the revolutionists in Spain. 
C astlereaghtrefused ' to recognize the principle that one State 
was entitled to interfere with another because changes might 
be effected in its government in a way of which the former 
State disapproved*. France r- supported Britain and the 
Alliance seemed to be broken. The three Eastern Powers 
which stood for despotic government had practically formed 
a ‘ Neo-Holy Allianc e the principles of which were at 
variance with those of the two Western constitutional states. 

The Greeks, who wished to escape from Turkish mal- 
administration and to restore the Byzantine Empire, rose 
The Greek against Turkey in 1821, and it seemed likely that 
Rovow Russia would support the Greek cause. The 

Ultra Royalist party in Franro remembered the old Family 
Compact and desired to in tervene in Spain on b eh.ilf of a 
Bourbon King. The immediate result was a c loser unio n 
be tween Au^tfia and En^an d. These two Powers were old 
allies and their interests coincided. Both feared an extension 
of Russian power at the expense of Turkey for this would 
mean danger both to the eastern frontier of Austria and to 
British interests in the Mediterranean and the East. Both 
therefore w^e determi ned to maintain, t he Tinkish Empire 
as a bulw£u:k_againsFTiussia. Castlereagh also feared that if 
Russia intervened aldne''iflrTurkey a European War might 
follow and he was anxious to prevent tliis at all costs. Metter- 
nich maintained that the Alliance had been formed to keep 
peace on the basis of existing treaties, which included treaties 
made with Turkey. 

France was the traditional enemy of Great Britain ; their 
interests clashed in the Mediterranean and France had 
approved of the repressive policy adopted by Spain in her 
colonies against British merchants. British statesmen viewed 
with alarm the possibleext ension of French i nfluence irLSnain. 

' So Iwmcd by 5Ir. H. "VV. V. Tcmpcrloy. 
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Alexander gave up, for a time, the thought of war with 
Turkey, but now began to urge that the Alliance should send 
a pint army, in accordance with the terms of the Protocol 
of Troppau, to support Ferdinand VII in Spain. The French 
strongly objected to the passage of such an army through 
RrMce and thought that France alone should intervene. 
Mettemich, who feared that France and Russia might come 
o ^ a^eement which would seriously prejudice Austria 
again rehed on the diplomacy of the British Foreign Secretarv' 
who asserted that ‘a rigid abstinence from any interference 
(Spain) must be considered as forming 
Majesty’s policy ’. A Conference was to be 
h^d at Vienna to consider the whole problem and Castlereagh 
who was assured of the support of Austria and Prussia pro- 
posed to attend the Conference and to confer with ViU^Ie, 
the French Minister, on his way. 

But he was now quite worn out. His mind gave way. 
His friends removed the pistol he always carried and hid his 
razors but on Au^st 12th, 1822. he found a pen-knife, which 
his valet had overlooked, m the drawer of his washstand and 
cut his throat. He died immediately. 

Castlereagh held that it was the duty of Great Britain ' to 
bring ba^ the WQddJa_peaw£ulJiabits ', and he had tried 
^sUercagh's to establish a CongFesa_System-as-ar-nieans of 
o cy ^ preserving peace in Europe. But the Eastern 
l^owers tried to make it political as well as territorial, and to 
use it as^ a weapon against Liberalism ; their claim to the 
right of intervention was inconsistent with national liberty 
and political development. 

Castlereagh considered that internal revolution was less 
likely to endanger the peace of Europe than foreign inter- 
vention and insisted on non-intervention as a general principle, f " 
although he believed that in special cases a state might bej 
compelled to intervene to carry out its treaty obligations on 
to protect its nationals. Although the ‘ most European ’ 0/ 
Foreign Secretaries he showed himself ^viIling and able ti 
maintain the interests of British subjects. His work was 
largely p reventi ve and negative. He failed to realize the 
political importance of Ifeflomlism and Liberalism, tbn 
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serious differences between Norway and Sweden. It caused 
the Risorgimento which made Italy a nation instead of a 
geographical expression. Only by Bismarck’s policy of 
' blood and iron ’ were the German States welded into a Single 
Empire. ' The cannon of Solferino, Sadowa and Sedan tore 
to pieces the web spun by Mettemich.’ 

The Congress did not formally recognize the principle of 
Legitimacy according to which prescription gave a monarch 
a legitimate title to liis throne. But many former 
rulers were confirmed on, or restored to, their 
thrones. Ferdinand I was recognized as King of Naples, 
Ferdinand was restored to the throne of Spain, and 
many Frenchmen rejoiced at the success of these Bourbon 
Princes. Austrian Archdukes received the Duchies of Tus- 
cany and Modena ; much of the Duchy of Ferrara was given 
to the Pope. In Germany the princely families regained their 
old possessions. The German princes were required by the 
Congress to establish constitutional rule, and Sa.xe-Weimar, 
Bavaria and Baden tried, with some success, to carry out 
this policy. But, generally, the new rulers of Europe set 
up absolute government and thus came into collision with 
Liberalism. Liberalism owed much to the influence of the 
French Revolution and asserted the Sovereignty of the People. 
But it was a new movement based not on sentiment like the 


French Revolution, but on the philosophic study of facts. 
It was strongly supported by the middle class and the Uni- 
versities. It aimed at establishing constitutional government 
in which the middle class would be adequately represented, 
and at securing for cverjf citizen such freedom of speech and 
action as was consistent with the rights of his fellows. A 
conflict between the new Liberalism and Despotism was in- 
evitable, and Germany, Spain, Portugal and Italy were soon 
to be distracted by fierce struggles which led to civil war. 
The .American colonics of Spain had revolted in i8oS when 
Joseph Bonaparte was made King. Ferdinand VII had failed 
to conquer them and the que.stion of the attitude the Powers 
should adopt towards the Liberal movement in Europe and 
the Spanish colonic.s in America soon caused serious differences 
of policj*. 
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eminence liave been so impopular and he was largely to blame 
for the disfavour with which he was regarded. His method 
of working was ‘ honourable but subterranean . He con- 
sulted Parliament only when he could not \^k witliout its 
sanction ; he made no attempt to. informW public of Ins 
policy either byl^cT oi through the Press ; even in 
Parliament his style of oratory, which at times was 
'\matical and almost inarticulate, often failed to reveal the 
bbject he was trying to attain. He was very 
gave his confidence to few. His contemporanes failed to appre- 
ciate his Foreign Policy largely because they were ignorant 
bf what he had done for England. The researches of Pro- 
Wr Webster and other scholars have shown that his desire 
to win the good will of other n ations while mainta i^ the 
interes ts of his own country, .aii{l his success in^eMing wit 
the'special problems of histime, entitle him to be regarded 
as one of the greatest of British Foreign Secretaries. 



CANNING 


could teach democratic governments respect for tradition 
and despotm governments the principles of Liberalism’. 
But unhke C^astlereagh he strongly objected to the Congress 
system winch he regarded as a menace to the cause of Liberty 
m Europe and to the interests of Britain, and a danger to 
the independence of all states. His motto was ‘ each country 
for itself and God for us all He scornfully referred to the 
Neo-Holy Alliance as the ‘ Areopagus and all that ’ and when 
Castlereagh’s strong policy seemed to portend the early end 
of the system Canning exclaimed, ‘ We shall have no more 
Confesses, thank God 1 ’ He was determined to promote 
the interests of his country and resolved to maintain and 
CThance the prestige of Great Britain on the Continent. 
Hejwas^xious _tq_treat with the Great Powers individually 
but not collectively and wished Great Britain to act as an 
umpire in order to preserve the peace of Europe. 

Wellington was sent to the Congress which met at Verona 
on October 20th, 1822, TOth strict instructions to protest 
Tiie Congress against joint intervention in Spain, and to inform 
gentlemen of Verona ’ 1 that ‘ to such 
interference, come what may, his Majesty will not 
be a party ’. Owing to Wellington’s strong protests Alexander 
I renounced his scheme for intervention in Spain. Wellington 
protested against the request of France that the Congress 
should authorize her to send an army to suppress the Spanish 
rebels, but the three Eastern Powers agreed to give France 
moral and material support and to withdraw their represent- 
atives from Madrid if such a step became necessary in the 
interests of France. 

Wellington formaUy withdrew from the Congress of Verona 
and his withdrawal marks the end of the Congress System 
founded upon the Quintuple Alliance. France and Britain? 
now acted according to their own interests ; they adopted af 
national policy while the Eastern Powers, the Neo-Holy 
Alliance, desired to act on international lines. The Concert 
of Ewope for a time became an impossibility. / 

British ministers viewed with alarm the policy of France. 


‘ name applied by Brougham to the Emperors Alexander I 
and Francis II and King Frederick William HI, 
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of government in Britain prevented him from joining. Castle- 
reagh roimdly declared that the Holy Alliance was ' a piece 
of sublime mystery and nonsense and asserted, what was 
quite true, that Alexander’s mind was ' not quite sound 
The Holy Alliance proved a mere phantom, but it had an 
unfortunate effect. It was regarded as a Trade Union of 
Kings which would protect its members against the spread of 
Liberal doctrines and which was specially hostile towards 
France. All European Liberals regarded the Holy Alliance 
as essentially unholy. 

Castlereagh was strongly in favour of holding Congresses, 
though not at fixed intervals as Alexander wished ; and the 
The Congress introduction of the Congress System was largely 
System to his support. The Allied Powers had often 

conferred together in time of war, but the idea that they 
should meet in Congresses in time of peace was, as Castlereagh 
declared, ' a new discovery ’ in the government of Emope. 

Communication by letter was slow. A dispatch took about 
a fortnight to go from London to Vienna and t%vice as long 
to reach St. Petersburg, and lengthy correspondence often 
followed as to the exact meaning of dispatches. Castle- 
reagh’s great object was the maintenance of peace, and his 
attitude towards the nations of'EurOpe-wagone of cordial 
co-operation and unrelaxing vigilance. His personal efforts 
had greatly contributed to the apparent success of the Con- 
gress of Vieima. He felt tliat the personal intercourse of the 
rulers of Emope would be the most speedy and effective means 
of solving any problems that might arise. He thought that 
friendly hobnobbing might prove a useful instrument of 
diplomacy. 

Four Congresses were held, at Aix-la-Chapelle in i8i8, 
Troppau in 1820, Laibach in 1821, and Verona in 1822. 


The Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle was successful, largely 
owing to the person;d influei^ e which- Castlereagh exercised 
Th<!Con6ress°''f^ Czar and Mettemich. It ordered the^ 

occupation to evacuate France/ 
’ While mamtaining the Quadruple Alliance as ^ 
means of counteracting any danger that might arise from 
I France, it admitted that countrj' as an associate on eoual 
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memorandum showed the Fjejjch.that^if they persisted in 

?22i55jhey^voul^ have to face 
P^POsed intervention on the 
had been met passively, by the assertion 
ot tte principle of non-intervention on the part of Britain 
^ut Canning now determined to meet French intervention 
m the Amencan colonies by British intervention. Like 
Castlereagh he had hitlierto made the defence of British trade 
m America his main concern and in December 1822 he had 
sent a fleet to the West Indies to protect British shipping from 
pirates. Henceforward he was willing to go to war to resist 
the extension of French influence. His protest proved 
successful and France abstained from intervening. 

Canning now tried to secure the active collaboration of 
tlie Umted States in protecting the Spanish colonies. John 
canniag and Quinry Adams, the American Foreign Secretarv 
ttounacd kmew that Britain would certainly make war on 
* o . latter took active measures in sup- 

port of Spam and objected to employ the fleet of the United 
^at^ as a cockboat in the wake of a British man-of-war '. 
He thought that alliance with any European country would 
be contrary to the interests of the United States and, largely 
owing to his influence. President Monroe on December 2nd 
1823, warned the European Powers ‘ that we should consider 
any attempt on their part to extend their system to any 
portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and 
safety , and that ‘ the American continents are henceforth 
not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any 
European powers ’. The Spanish problem had involved 
Canning in a second failure. He wished the United States 
to take some part in the affairs of Europe, but in answer to 
his overtures for united action with Britain, President Monroe 
had laid down the Monroe Doctrine and established the 
principle of ‘ America for the Americans '. But this wal 
Canning’s last failure. 

In jMuary 1824 Canning refused to join a ^Conference of 
the Allied Powers with regard to the Spanish Colonies, 

In December 1824 Canning and Liverpool, in spite of 
strong opposition from George IV and Wellington, compelled 
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compelled to withdraw to Vienna. Thus the danger of French 
intervention had been successfully met by a threat of counter- 
intervention. But the new Prime Minister, Subserra, was 
a strong supporter of the French cause and when in July 1825 
a Conference of Austria, England, Brazil and Portugal met in 
London to consider the new issue that had been raised by the 
revolt of Brazil against Portugal, abundant proof of Subserra’s 
hostility to Britain was afforded. Canning therefore insisted 
on his dismissal. Such interference with the Government of 
Portugal w'as a glaring case of direct intervention, but Canning 
held that it was justified as a defence of British interests winch 
were gravely prejudiced by Subserra's policy. Owing to the 
successful diplomacy of Sir Charles Stuart, lOng John recog- 
nized the independence of Brazil on August 25th and his son 
Dom Pedro became its first Emperor. Canning had gained 
another success in defiance of the Neo-Holy Alliance wluch 
had urged John to resist the Constitutionalists and had 
not been consulted when the independence of Brazil was 
recognized. 

On the death of King John VI at Lisbon on March loth, 
1826, Dom Pedro was recognized as King of Portugal and 
British once, to Metternich’s great disgust, granted 

Troops sent a Liberal Constitution. In May he resigned the 
to Lisbon throne of Portugal in favour of his daughter Donna 
Maria Gloria who was to accept the new Constitution. But 
the soldiers who had supported Dom Miguel in 1823 now 
proclaimed him King and a considerable number withdrew 
to Spain, A Conference of France, Austria, Russia and 
Prussia was held at Paris and mged Spain not to surrender 
the Portuguese troops. Canning strongly protested against 
this decision and threatened to withdraw the British am- 
bassador from Madrid. Palmella, the Prime Minister of 
Portugal, appealed for British aid because the Miguelist troops 
in Spain had made incursions into Portugal. Britain was 
bound by treaty to maintain the territorial integrity of 
Portugal and four days after the receipt of Palmella’s message 
Canning sent 5,000 British troops ‘ to plant the standard of 
St. George on the heights of Lisbon *. His object was ' not' 
to rule, not to dictate . . . but to defend and preserve the 
3 
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unions * slioukl l)C liekl to dtnl with Uto nffnir;i of other «tntr^ 
except on the invitation, and if necessary, with tlie prer-ence 
of representatives of the states concerned. Tiie cr-acks were 
papered over and for n time tlic weakness, whiclj was soon 
to imdcxminc the fal)ric, was concealed. 

By 182a the situation was profoundly aficr.texl by rising.^ 
that broke out in Naples and Spain. The rieings, originally 
nisinfis In militarj’, were due to the conditions of asroy 
NtipiM, sjwin service ; Spanish .soldiers refused to serve against 
onrt Porinfini American colonics who had revoUetl agaiii.st 
Spain ; the old ofiicers of Murat resented the favouritism 
shov.m by Ferdinand I to bis own comrades. But in each 
c-ase the movem ent b ec ame constitutio nal. Colonel Riego 
demanded that the constitution which li.ad been granted in 
1812 should lie put into force in Spain ; General Pdpe wished 
to secure a simiTar constitution fpr Naples. 

Tlic example of Spain was followetl by Portugal, King 
John VI was residing in Brazil and a Regency, in which British 
influence was strong, governed the country’. The authority 
of Beresford, the Commandcr-in-Chicf, w.as .strongly resented. 
In August 1820 a successful rebellion led to the expulsion of 
British officers from the army and the establishment of a 
Liberal constitution which seriously limited the power of 
the King who returned to PortugEd in 1821. 
t'®' Tatisbev. the Czar's ambassador at Madrid, had striven to 
strengthen the influence of Russia at the Spanish Court, and 
Atutadc ot the sale of eight Russ ian batilcships to Spain for 
the remen £2,000,000 for "use~ igajnst her rebel colonies 
gratified the Spaniards and alarmed the chancellories of 
Europe. The discovery that the ships were utterly unsea- 
worthy diminished both tlie gratification and the alarm. 
Alexander had hitherto shown some symipathy with Liberalism 
owing to tlie influence of his Jacobin tutor La Harpe, but the 
murder of his agent Kotzebue at Jena in JIarch 1819, the 
assassination of the Due dc Berri in February' 1820, and the 
revolt of the Semonowsky regiment in October 1820, l ed him 
to_believg_thaJ^Jiere^^ conspiracy in Europe in 

f^' ^r of revolut ion-and hencefortKTus policy was'*^rcly 
r eactiona ry. He was now anxious to protect Ferdinand VII 
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Austria, Russia and Prussia. The revolt of the Greeks against 
Turkey gave him an excellent opportunity. 

Canning wished to check Russia not by maintaining the 
power of the Sultan, but by supporting Greece in her claim 
Canning and to independence as a separate nation. The 
Greece difficulty arising out of the insurrection of Moldavia 

and Wallachia had been solved without the intervention of 
Russia, 1 but the Greek revolt continued in the Morea and the 
Greeks, who had driven the Turks from the sea, committed 
many acts of piracy. Canning wished to protect British 
merchimt ships in Eastern waters and realized 'the im- 
possibility of treating as pirates a population of a million 
souls He ther efore^ recognized the_Greeks_as belligerents 
on March and by ^is jecognition of revolutionaries-- - 

defirTilely repudiated the principles of the Neo-Holy Alliance. 
Alexander I resented the recognition of the Greeks and, as 
usual, proposed that a Conference of the Powers should be 
held to settle the Greek question by joint action ; but Canning 
refused to share in any joint action. 

Canning was most anxious to avoid war. He asserted the 
absolute neutrality of Great Britain. Classical tradition and 
the association of St. Paul with Athens gained some S3Tnpathy 
for Greece in England, but Canning refused to go to war ' to 
protect Epaminondas and St. Paul'. He was anxious to 
prevent Russia from helping Greece against Turkey because 
he feared that Russia might use the opportunity to conquer 
Greece and ultimately Turkey, and he knew that a war against 
the Sultan might have a bad effect upon the Mohammedans 
in India ; he feared, too, that if war started in the East of 
Europe it might be difficult to stop it from spreading to the 
West. 

On February 24th, 1825, Ibrahim, the son of Mehcmet Ali, 
landed in the Morea with an army of 5,000 men to support 
the cause of Turkey. He devastated the country and was 
supposed to have formed a plan to remove to Egypt those of 
the inhabitants whose lives he had spared, and to introduce 
a new population of Egyptian peasants and negroes. 

The intervention of Mehemet Ali profoundly affected the 

^ p. 10. 
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Canning died on August 8th, 1827. and his last act showed 
that although he was a strong opponent of intervention he 
had been compel cd to arrange for military intervention in 
Greew to clu^k the ambition of Russia. He had broken the 
Weo-Holy Alhance and by skilful negotiations with France 
and Russia had accomplished a task which had proved too 
great for Metternich and his colleagues. 

Canning had proved himself as strong an opponent of joint 
mte^cntion of the Powers as Castlercagh. He had made 
great efforts to preserve peace while maintaining strict 
neutrality, and had tried to reconcile the differences which 
had ansen between Spain and her colonies, Portugal and 
Brazil, Russia and Turkey and Turkey and Greece. 

, insular than European ' and wished 

for Europe to read England British in terests 
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the intervention of France in Spain, but when 
Subserra proved dangerous to England he insisted on his 
remova,! from office, and his last act was to arrange for joint 
action in Greece. Where British interests were at stake even 
the principle of intervention had to give way. Canning's 
policy had restored to Britain the commanding position she 
had held at the Congress of Vienna and which she had lost 
after the Congress of Aix-Ia-Chapelle. Although the United 
States had refused his request for co-operation with regard 
to the Spanish Colonies and by the Monroe Doctrine had 
prevented the Powers of Europe from intervening in North 
or South j^erica. Canning had greatly strengthened British 
influence in South America where for a time Britain was 
regarded with more favour than the United States. ' 
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Brilain and tlic Alliajict, and I^r{iChar!c<i Sttwir ( s 
The Omtft- I’TOtlicr, and thc ifpre-M-niativc of J-ratiw "crn 
cn« H inslructciJ to attend only as olK^rvrrr., not as }i1<“n!- 
’*'™*’^"‘"'*®])otentinrirs. Tin* Czar was anxious to extend 
the in^uenee of RiKsia in Germany tlie resent' d Metternidi s 
attempt to sfTurc the supremary of Austria over fitc lessor 
Gennan States and was jcafmts of the power that Austria 
had secured in Itafy. But Mettem ieh, in ‘a ennridential 
chat over a cup of tea trc rMtad cti Alexander that tjniicri 
action was essential to clicck the danger of a general revolution 
in Europe and on NovcmlH-r loth. 1K20. Anuria. IVussiajuid 
Ruttna isstied the fainoiis * Troppau_Protoc<?r’. ’rfioTYotocoI 
declared that ' States whidfi iiavc tuidcrjjoiic a chattge id 
government due to revolution, thc results of whidi threaten 
other States, ipso fdclo, cease to Ik; incmlHTS of the Euro|.)can 
Alliance, and roinain excluded from it until their situation 
gives guarantees for legal order and stability. ... H, 
owing to such alterations, immediate danger threatens other 
slates, the Powers bind tlicmsclvcs by peaceful means, or if 
need be by arms, to bring back the guilty state into thc bosom 
of -the Great AiUancc,’ C astlpreagj i'k:ould not ._acccpt thc 
Protocol which asserted thc general right of thc Great Powers 
to be thc armed guardians of thrones, involved thc right of 
intervention, threatened the liberty of smaller stales and cast 
a slur upon thc Glorious Rebellion of 168S. Stewart strongly 
protested against thc Protocol ; Casllcrcagh asserted that ' it 
is destructive of all correct notions of internal sovereign 

! authority ' and denied thc right of thc Alliance to judge and 
to condemn thc actions of other stales. Bu t he still be lieved 
i n Congresses and, in spite of Stewart’s recent protest. Great 
BTiiaui rc nTaiiicd a memb er, of the Allinnrp although thc 
principles laid down in the Protocol of Troppau rendered it 
unlikely that she would be able to co-operate with the Eastern 
Powers. 

The Conference of Laibach which met in January 1821 was 
He Confer- Specially concerned with tlic affairs-of— JJaplcs. 

Z?baXt82i tile Conference and asked thc 

Alliance to aid him to restore absolute monarchy,' 
although before leaving Naples he had s^vom to maintain 
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wliich ended the war on September 14th, 1829. He thought 
that Moldavia and Wallachia, wliich now received their in- 
dependence, would become dependent on Russia ; that Greece, 
of which Capo d’Istria, the Czar’s Foreign Minister, now 
became President, would look to Russia for support ; he 
feared that Russia would use Anapi and Poti, which she 
secured in Asia Minor, as a base for the extension of Russian 
influence in the Euplnates Valley and that such extension 
would ultimately prove dangerous to British India. 

Greece was sure to secure her independence, but Wellington 
determined to limit her territory. He was largely responsible 
for the Protocol of February 3rd, 1830, which fi.xed her 
northern boundary from Thermopylie to the mouth of the 
River Achelous. The Greeks strongly resented this arrange- 
ment which gave them less territory than they were granted 
by the Treaty of Adrianople. 

Wellington provisionally recognized the election of Louis 
Philippe on August 7th, 1830, as King of the French although 
the July Revolution weakened his own position by strength- 
ening the cause of parliamentary reform in England, to which 
he was strongly opposed. 

In 1830 Palmerston became Foreign Secretary in Grey’s 
administration and, except for four months in 1835 when Peel 
Palmerston Prime Minister, held the position until 1841. 
a disciple o’t Palmerston was a disciple of Canning. He 
Conning thought that the constitution of Britain was a 
model which other countries should copy. He aimed at 
* getting the affairs of Europe into trim and was determined 
to ' stand no nonsense in carrying out his policy ’. He strove 
to maintain peace, but asserted that ' our desire for peace 
toU never lead us to submit to affront either in language or 
in act '. His methods were often dictatorial and provoked 
strong resentment on the Continent. 

As a ‘ perfect Canningite ’ he asserted the principle of non- 
intervention, but there was some justification for the French 
diplomatist who defined Palmerston’s non-intervention as 
' a metaphysical political term which signifies almost the 
same thing as intervention '. The Tories resented the im- 
popularity which his methods gained for Britain ; the Whigs 
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T W- The French Liberals strongly favoured 

Zfih ^ O" supporting Belgium 

SaVfr '''»*■ '''ould ensue. Louis Philippe Imped 

that the French miglit use tlie opportunity to recover some 

compeUed to cede to 

hnr? 'I ^^^5 and particulily the 

border fortresses of Philippevillc and MarienbWg. 

regarded the independence of 
Belgium as essential to the interests of Great BritSn he 

S ™ 'vould rcs»t i„! 

infl™ f by France alone they would acquiesce in the joint 

prevent the French, who were united to the Belgians bv 
^"^i“&“3ge, from securing even 'a^cabbage 
garden or a, vineyard in Belgium. He knew that the Eastern 

wS'^lharBer-'''^ ^ disastrous 

F^nrl ' * Belgium shall be united directly or indirectly to 

trSL;i R -rT P?P^^^ resolutely to maintain the 
Sv I 1 which, from the time of Louis 

Franc?'"^ directed to the separation of Belgium and 

whwf '^'1 improved by the Polish Insurrection 

which broke out early m 1831 and diverted the attention of 

problem of Belgium, but France caused 
difflcuRies with wluch Palmerston dealt firmly. 

Dnr Belgians offered the crown to the 

would Palmerston 

would not agree to this arrangement, for it was contrary to 

e intere^s of Britain that a Bourbon should occupy the 
throne of Belgium, and Louis Philippe was compeUed, much 
ag^st his will, to refuse the offer. On June 4th Leopold 
Saxe-Coburg, the uncle of Princess Victoria of England, 
as elected King of the Belgians and the successful establish- 
SscrariOT ^ kingdom was due largely to his wisdom and 

In January 1831 a Conference of the Powers arranged that 
^elgium should be independent but that King WiUiam should 
keep the whole of the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. But the 
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Castlereagli therefore insisted on ‘ rigid abstinence^ from 
any interference in the internal affairs of Spain or in the 
relations between Spain and her colonies. But, to protect 
British merchants, he recognized in 1822 the commercial flags 
of the revolted Spanish Colonies and asserted that Brit^ 
must retain her right of independent action in regard to them. 

The Czar juelded to Castlereagh's plea of non-intervention 
and to Mettemich's argument that the principles of the 
Alliance involved the maintenance of treaties. The Sultan 
suppressed the rebellion that had broken out in Moldavia 
and Wallachia and a large force of Turkish troops occupied 
these Principalities. The Czar's refusal to intervene in Greece 
greatly disappointed his own people and ' he sacrificed the 
prestige of Russia in the East to his dreams of a Federated- 
Europe '. But there was always the danger that hasty action 
on the part of the Sultan might compel Alexander to take up 
arms ; the Czar feared that popular feeling in Russia might 
force him to support the Greek cause ; Capo d’lstria, the 
Russian Foreign Secretary, who was a native of Corfu, did 
all he could to persuade the Czar to save his fellow country- 
men from the Turkish yoke. 

Castlereagh insisted that the Greeks should retain the form 
of government which had been imposed on them by treaties 
Sncctss at Urged them to wait until ' the hand of time 

casoercagh'* and Providcncc ’ should improve their lot. He 
Diplomacy yfamcd the Sultan that he would get no help from 
the Western Powers if he provoked Alexander. He ordered 
Strangford, the British ambassador, to urge him to avert 
the danger of war by evacuating the Principalities, the 
occupation of which was strongly resented by Russia, and 
protecting the Greek religion. The Sultan procrastinated 
and Mettemich suggested that the /Ulicd Powers should unite 
to compel liim to come to terms, but Castlereagh stuck to his 
principles and would not hear of joint intervention. At last 
Strangford’s vigorous representaUons succeeded. The Sultan 
promised to accept the terms of Russia, the danger of Russian 
intervention was averted, and Strangford rejoiced that ' the 
work which Peter the Great began and his successors con- 
tinued is shaken to its foundations 
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extension of Russian influence in the Near East and both 
France and Britain protested against the prospective closing 
of the Dardanelles. 

Events in Spain and Portugal gave to Britain and France 
the opportunity of redressing to some extent the Balance of 
The Quad- Power in Europe. On the death of Ferdinand 
rup^AUiance, VII on September 30th, 1833, his widow Christina 
was proclaimed Regent for her infant daughter 
Queen Isabella and secured the support of the Liberal party. 
But Don Carlos, the brother of Ferdinand, asserted his claim 
to the throne and was strongly supported by the party of 
reaction. In Portugal Dom Miguel continued his opposition 
to his niece Maria Gloria who maintained the Liberal Charter 
which her father Dom Pedro had granted in 1826. France 
and Britain as Liberal Powers determined to support the 
cause of the two queens against the absolutists in Spain and 
Portugal, and in April 1834 the Quadruple Alliance was con- 
cluded between the Four Powers, which undertook to' drive 
Carlos from Spain and Miguel from Portugal. The Quadruple 
Alliance was an answer to the Treaty of Mxinchengratz. 
Although it definitely adopted a policy of intervention it 
completed Canning’s policy by uniting the Western Consti- 
tutional Powers in defence of Liberal Doctrines against the 
' unity ’ 1 which the Eastern Powers had established at 
Miinchengratz. Palmerston was delighted and declared tliat 
it was ‘ a capital hit and all my own doing ’. 

The good understanding between France and Britain, 
which had never been more than ‘ a cardboard alliance did 
Spain and not last long and the relations between the two 
Portuftoi countries became so strained that at times war 
appeared imminent. The Liberal party in Spain now split into 
two factions ; the extreme Liberals, or Progressisias wshed to 
maintain the authority of the Cortes over the Crown, the Mod- 
crados held that the control of the Cortes rested with the Crown. 
The former sided TOth Britain and the latter with France. In 
1836 the Modcrados secured the removal of Mendizabal, the 
Minister of Finance and a strong friend to Britain, and com- 
pelled the Regent to accept the Constitution of 1812 which 
^ Palmcreton. ® Welliogtoa. 
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Mehemet Ali from breaking away from Turkey and to alter 
the conditions imposed on Turkey at Unkiar Skelcssi. 

Great Britain now found an ally in an unexpected quarter. 
The Czar Nicholas I was anxious to break up the alliance 
Nicholas jnnd between tliis country and France. At Miinclien- 
Great Britain grjtz the Eastem Powers had carefull}' considered 
the problem of Turkey and had determined to uphold the 
authority of the Sultan and to preserve the integrity of the 
Turkish Empire. But a state which owed its continuance 
to foreign support would be weak and the Czar thought that 
the weakness of Turkey would be a sufficient guarantee for 
the maintenance of the interests of Russia. Thus the attitude 
of the Czar towards Turkey coincided with the traditional 
policy of Britain, and he showed his good faith by evacuating 
in 1838 the Principalities which he had occupied during the 
Russo-Turkish War of 1828-9. Strong feeling had been 
aroused in Britain by the aggressive policy Russia was follow- 
ing in Central Asia and it was generally believed that Russia 
had instigated the Shall of Persia to attack Herat. But 
Nicholas asserted that the sole aim of Russia was to get a 
fair share of the lucrative trade of Western Asia, and declared 
that he had just cause of complaint because British agents 
had intrigued against Russia in the Khanates of Khiva and 
Bokhara, and a British force had entered Persia. He showed 
his desire to establish friendly relations with Britain by 
sending the Czarevitch Alexander (II) on a visit to London 
and commended his son ' to the honour and loyalty of the 
English people ’. The charming manners of the young visitor 
made an excellent impression and led to better relations. 
Through his ambassador, Baron Brunnow, Nicholas agreed to 
abstain from isolated intervention in Turkey, to allow the 
Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi to lapse, and to allow Russian 
warships to enter the Dardanelles only with the permission of 
the other Powers. Palmerston, \vho feared the designs of 
France, welcomed the opportunity of an agreement betvveen 
Britain and Russia, the prospect of which infuriated Thiers, 
the French Foreign Minister. 

Meanwhile the rift between France and Britain had widened. 
Partly owing to his dislUre of Palmerston Louis Philippe was 
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leading principles of the nineteenth century. His influence 
proved a most important factor and was the main cause of 
the success of the Congress of Aix-la-Chapelle, but his desire 
to establish the Congress System as a means of maintaining 
the peace of Europe was not realized. The radical differences 
petween the Eastern and Western Powers, the maintenance 
of national rather than international interests and his o\vn 


death broke up the System. 

Castlereagh rendered great service to Britain by his suc- 
cessful negotiations with the United States. The Treaty of 
r- Ghent had left unsolved the problems which had 

and the caused the recent war between Great Britain and 


oniicd States United States. It did nothing to settle the 


vexed question of the freedom of the seas, which was the main 


point at issue ; and commercial restrictions, differences as to 


frontiers and mutual distrust further embittered the relations 


between the two countries, Castlereagh’s conciliatory policy 
led to a marked improvement. In i8i6 he made an agreement 
with Rush, the American Minister in London, that the number 


of warslrips on the Great Lakes should be restricted to the 
minimum necessary for customs and police. This regulation 
has been one of the main reasons why no further war has 
broken out between Great Britain and the United States. 


He rendered valuable help in the difficult negotiations which 
attended the sale of Florida by Spain to the United States. 
He accepted the explanation given by the American ambas- 
sador of the high-handed action of General Andrew Jackson 
who, in iSi8, had executed two British subjects, Arbuthnot 
and Ambrister, on a charge of stirring up Inffians against the 
United States. In the same year he fixed the boundary line 
of Canada at 49° latitude between the Lake of tire Woods to 
the summit of the Rockies. His policy not only avoided war 
with the United States in his own days, but established a 
precedent for arbitration which was to prevent war in the 
future. 


Castlereagh’s policy was one of the reasons why since 1815 
Great Britain has remained at peace vnth the United States 
^d, \vith the exception of the Crimean War, fohght no war 
in Europe imtil I9I4- But few modem statesmen of his 
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tration of Southern Syria for life ; if he did not submit within 

^ '■ submit 

TOthin twenty days he should get nothing. Guizot, the 

T u™bassador m London, did not learn of the treaty 
until July 17th. He denounced it as a ' mortal affront ’ to 
l^rance and Palmerston declared that ' Guizot has looked as 
CToss as the devil for the last few days Thiers was furious. 
He made preparations for war and talked of overthrowing 
the trebles of 1815 and extending the frontiers of France 
to the Rhine. 'But Louis Philippe was warned that if war 
broke out the other Powers would support England and that 
he would probably lose his throne. Nicholas offered to send 
the Russian fleet to help Britain if necessary and Louis 
Philippe found that discretion was the better part of valour. 

f - ^ provocative speech from the throne 

which Thiers had prepared ; he dismissed Thiers and appoin- 
ted Guizot as Foreign Minister on October 29th, 1840. 

Pdmerston refused to be frightened and bade Bulwer, the 
Bntish charge d affaires at Paris, ‘ convey to Thiers in the 
most friendly and inoffensive manner possible, that if France 
throws dovm the gauntlet we shall not hesitate to pick it 

7 a ■ ? Jr ^^‘^uch and British nations 

did not reaUy desire war and that the threats of France were 
merely sound and fury. 

Operations against Meliemet met with speedy success. 
Prussia guided the ^line against possible aggression by 
•ranee ; Russia garrisoned Constantinople. A combined 
ritish, Austrian and Turkish fleet took Acre on November 
2nd, 1840, after three hours’ bombardment, and Mehemet 
Zf surrender. In November Admiral Napier 

induced Slehemet to sign a Convention by which he promised 
° Turkish fleet and Napier undertook to per- 

suade the Sultan to let Mehemet keep Egypt. His unautlior- 
i?ed mangements were approved by the Powers, with some 
reluctance on the part of Palmerston who would have liked 
to turn afeheinet Ali out of Egypt. 

Guizot and Sfettemich now proposed that the Powers 
Should guarantee the integrity of Turkey, but Palmerston 
retused to accept a proposal which seenic obviously 
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feared that it portended united action against Germany by 
Great Britain, France and Russia. ^ ' It seems, he said, y 

wish to encircle and provoke us.' „ 

5 In 1911 the relations between Great Bntam and G y 
were distinctly bad. Differences which had long ^enated tte 
country from Russia and France had been happily compos , 
but British statesmen viewed with ^ave distru J ^ ^ 

ment of German policy, particularly m 
and Turkey ; commercial men were angry becaus ^ P 
Woods ' maL in Germany ’ flooded the English market . t 
S in the street was convinced that Germany was the 

“Sass^, the French Foreign Mmister was bitterly hostUe 
to Germany, whose policy seemed to threaten , 

and 3Sid Great Britain. In November 1902 he mduced 
linsdownc Italy to promise that she would remain neutr^ 1 

Francesvasattacked. He realized that the problem of the N^^ 

Valiev was finally settled, and showed wise statesmanship 
bfseekin^friendLip with Great Britain and thus 
the policy France had steadily pursued for jnany ye^s. Th^ 
British Foreign Minister was Lord Lansdowne who, 

proving a failure at the War Office, had ^^^biuy 
the Foreign Office in November 1900 Lord Salisbi y 

justified his action on the ground that ^ 

perfect knowledge of French, but the explanation was deemecl 
inadequate and the new appointment was most ""POP^- 
It actually proved a conspicuous success. Limsdoryne, whos 
mother was French, strongly desired friendship 
and had refused in 1901 the offer of the Sultan of f'lor 
to ensure the supremacy of Great Bntam in his co 
The task of establishing friendship between France and Great 
Britain was not easy. Bitter feeling had been arouse 
both sides. President Loubet and the people of ha 

warmly welcomed President Kriiger when he visited Europa- 
TlTe memory of Fashoda still rankled. British criticism o 
the Dreyfi/case had been very frank. The Press cj 
countri^ had inflamed bitter feeling and created a hostile 

atmosphere^^^^t of Salisbury, the champion 



CHAPTER II 
CANNING 


O N the death of Castlereagh, Canning relinquished the 
post of Govemor-General of India, to which he had 
just been appointed, and became Foreign Secretary 
ia September iSza. 

Canning was as resolutely opposed as Castlereagh to the 
intervention of the Alliance in the internal affairs of other 
caimiiig-s states. He knew that at the forthcoming Con- 
poucy gress of Verona, France would be seeking the 
sanction of the Alliance for her proposed intervention in 
Spain and at once defined his position. He declared his 
opposition to ‘ periodical meetings of the great Powers ’ which 
might involve the limitation of the freedom of smaller states, 
and declared that Britain ‘ would not interfere except in great 
emergencies and then with a commanding force ’. He said 
that he wished to preserve ‘ the peace of the world and there- 
fore of the independence of the several nations that compose 
it He asserted that Britain’s foreign policy was ' respect 
for the faith of treaties, respect for the independence of 
nations, respect for the established line of policy known as 
the Balance of Power and last, but not least, respect for the 
honour and interests of this country ’. Although Canning's 
policy W'as largely a continuation of that of Castlereagh it 
replaced the neutrality which the latter had observed by 
a strong sympathy with European Liberalism. Canning 
thought that the British Constitution was the best that the 
wit of man could devise. He therefore opposed the English 
Liberals who advocated parliamentary reform but sym- 
pathized with those who wished to establish constitatiowal 
government on the Continent. He believed that ' England 

14 
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The Frends luid siiii^estc-d that IFuirl^n pritifr'S Fe 

„ , ^ . placed nil the throne'^ of Mexico, Fmi, Odomhia 

-«ni(on In aiid Clidc. Uintcaiilinaiid, the iit‘W horeipn Mm- 
gpain, ISM istcr, favoured war ar. a piearie of strcnethcniiif, 
French influence abroad, and a I'rrnch nniUMeassiatioJK-d on 
the Spanish Frontier at the end of i8j 2, nominaUy ns n cordm 
sauilairc to keep out yellow fever. But it was thought that 
revolutionary principles and not yellow fever were the object 
of attack. Great Britain rememberr'd I be old Family Com- 
pact between France and Spain and feared that Franre would 
again secure predominant influence in Spain, would help 
Spain to conquer her revolted colonies and would use the 
power thu.s gained to prejudice the interests of British 
nierchantii in South America. 

In spite of the strong objection of Great Britain the Due 
d’Angoiileme, the elder son of Charles X, led an army of 
95,000 French troops into Spain on .April ylh, 1S23. Tlie 
people welcomed him joyfully with cries of ‘ Doum with the 
Constitution ' and in six weeks he made himself master of 
Madrid, Ferdinand VII wa.s restored to jxiwcr and cancelled 
tiic constitution he had granted. Tlic Spanish Liberals 
suflcrcd terribly in the reign of terror which followed the 
restoration and AngoulCmc, wliose protests again.st the cruelty 
of Ferdinand had passed unheeded, refused to accept the 
honours that the Spanish King oficred him. 

The success of French intcn-enlion in Spain wa.s a triumph 
for the Neo-Holy Alliance and a serious rebufi for Canning 
and the Liberal cause. He resolved, as he said later, ‘ that 
if France held Spain, it should not be Spain witli the Indies 
In October 1823 he clearly stated his policy in a formal 
memorandum to the Prince de Polignac, the French Am- 
bassador, in wliich, repeating the adews Castlcrcagh had 
expressed in 1S18, he said that Spain could not regain tier 
lost colonies and protested strongly against Frcndi inter- 
vention. He stated that if a Conference were held to consider 
the question, Britain would not attend unless the United 
States were represented, and said that Britain sought no 
territorial acquisitions in America but would he satisfied avith.. 
the treatment of the most favoured nation. Canning’s 
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the Cabinet to recognize the political independence ol BuenOs 
„ , . . Aires. Colombia, and Llexico. .His recognition 

the Spanish of their independence was a proof that Britam was 
Colonies determined to act alone in her own interests and 
rvithout reference to the Neo-Holy Alliance. The President 
of Mexico said that Britain had rescued America from the 
disasters of war ' by the interposition of her trident 
Canning claimed that he had ' called the New World 
into existence to redress the balance of the Old but the 
colonies had practically secured independence before he recog- 
nized them, and that independence had been acknowledged 
by the United States. But his strong action with regard 
to France had helped the cause of the colonists ; his formal 
recogiution secured fairer treatment for British merchants 
in South America, and for a time made the influence of Britain 
more powerful than that of the United States in the new 
repubUcs. Mettemich and Alexander I were infuriated by 
his independent action which had seriously impaired the 
prestige of the Neo-Holy Alliance and regained for Britain 
the position she had lost at Verona. They were anxious to 
weaken the predominant influence that Britain still exercised 
in Lisbon. 

The French invasion of Spain greatly encouraged the 
Absolutist party in Portugal of whom Dom Miguel, the brother 
Caiu^ng and of John VI, WEIS the leader. Dom Miguel com- 
portugai pelled John VI to suppress the Cortes and annul 
the constitution he had granted in 1822. Fear that King 
John woiild grant another constitution led to an attempt to 
dethrone him in favour of Dom hliguel. Canning refused to 
send a British army to put dorvn the rebels, but despatched a 
naval squadron to the Tagus to give the King ‘ moral sup- 
port '. An attempt of Dom Miguel to kidnap John was 
frustrated by the British ambassador and the King took 
refuge on the British flagship, the Windsor Castle. The 
French seemed likely to send troops into PortugEil to help 
Dom Migud, but Canning’s threat that if a French army 
entered Portugal he would send Hanoverian soldiers to sup- 
port King John led them to renounce their design. On May 
4th King_John returned to his palace ; Dom Miguel was 
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. f nlW’ This intervention, which was 

independence obligations, proved 



successful. Donna iMana s po^uu. 

compeUed Dorn Miguel to o/Metternich, a 

stitution. Largely ovnng to the i^«ence 
marriage was arranged betwem ^ igu appointed 

turned to Portugal and in February 1828 was appo 

^Bylhe end of 1825 Canning’s position j£ke 

sectary, V King’s special friends, the 
h»y and PoUfnac often fmeign 

Windsor, and gave hun secret *"tormabo „ . „ ^ad 

affairs without Canning’s knowledge. B«t now ^ g 
won the confidence of the lOng ; the Cottage Cotene w 
Token up and George ceased to intrigue against lus ovm 

time too Canning’s opsin diplomacy g^ed 
for him the strong support of his ““tr^en. 

, brilliant orator ; he had always r^ed *6 imp ^ 

1 conciliating public opinion und had explained P y 
meetings. L state papers or through the medi^ of the Pres^_ 
The people of England had seen copies of the Pohgna 
andum of October 1823 ; Canning publicly exTl^ed why m 
January 1824 he refused to attend a Congre^ of the Ro 
about the Spanish Colonies ; he had published his r ... 
recognizing the Spanish Colonies. The support of tie 
people enabled Canning to defy his enemies at home ai 
abroad. 

He had refused to work with the Neo-Holy AUiMce. 
allow’ed the British representative to attend only °p - 
sixty-six conferences of ambassadors that were held at 
between 1822 and 1826.- The instructions he gave to \ 
ington had broken the Quintuple Alliance at Verona. 1 

fortified by the support of King and people. Canning showe 
himself strong enough to break up the Neo-Holy Alliance o 
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situation. Canning ^\•ns anxious to avoid niilitarj' inter- 
vention, but the rumour o( the iinjicnding depopulation of 
the Morca and the enthusiasm with which BjTon csiKJused 
the cause of Greece aroused popular opinion in Ivngland. A 
conference held at St. Petersburg between France, Austria, 
Prussia and Russia failed to deal with the question and 
Alexander, in disgust, sent a private message to Canning by 
Madame de Lieven offering to break with Austria and Prussia 
and to work with England. Alexander I died on DeccinlHrr 
1st, 1825, and his successor, Nicholas, broke away frorn the 
Neo-Holy Alliance. On April 4lh, 1826, Wellington signed 
the Protocol of St. Petersburg bj' which Great Britain and 
IRussia agreed that Greece should be made an autonomous 
(state subject to the suzerainty of Turkci*. On October 7th, 
1826, the Sultan accepted the Convention of Ackerman and 
agreed to evacuate the Principalities and to give Russia the 
free navigation of the Dardanelles. Canning had won a 
great triumpli. He had broken up tlie Neo-Holy Alliance 
and had averted war between Russia and Turkey over the 
question of the Principalities. 

But the problem of Greece was not 3’et settled. Nicholas 
was determined to use force if necessary. The Sultan refused 
to accept the Protocol and Canning reluctantly 
intcncncs In came to the conclusion that Britain must actively 
Greece co-operatc witli Russia to prevent the serious 
danger to the peace of Europe that would ensue if Russia 
inters'ened alone. Strong sympathy was felt in France for 
the Greeks and the government was anxious to take advantage 
of tlie breach between Russia and Austria to form an alliance 
with Russia. Therefore on July 6th, 1827. Great Britain, 
Russia and France made the Treaty of London. They deter- 
mined to compel the Sultan, by armed intervention if neces- 
sar}', to accept the Protocol and to force both Greeks and 
Turks to make an armistice by any means ' tliat might suggest 
themselves to the prudence ’ of the three Powers. The 
Greeks accepted the armistice, the Sultan refused. The 
British, French and Russian fleets were ordered to set up a 
‘ pacific ’ blockade of Ibrahim’s army and were authorized 
to use any force necessary to compel the Turks to make peace. 



CHAPTER III 

LORD PALMERSTON, 1S30-1841 

T he foreign policy of Wellington, who succeeded 
Canning, was anti-liberal and reactionary. He was 
determined to maintain the integrity of Turkey and 
was unwilling to enforce the Treaty of London.’- On October 
The Duke ot 20th, 1827, the united British, French and Russian 
wciungton fleets, commanded by Admiral Codrington, des- 
troyed the Turkish fleet in the Bay of Navarino.® William 
IV sent Codrington a telegram ‘ Well done, Ned but in the 
King’s Speech of January 1828 Wellington described the 
victory as ‘ an mitoward event ’. France urged Britain to 
join Russia in an aggressive policy against Turkey, but 
Wellington distrusted Russia and suspected Polignac of a 
desire to form a closer alliance wth Russia as a means of 
strengthening French influence in the Mediterranean. The 
Sultan, who was nominally at peace with Britain, France and 
Russia, denounced the Battle of Navarino as ' this revolting 
outrage proclaimed a Holy War against infidels in general 
and Russia in particular, and declared that the Treaty of 
Ackerman -was nuU and void. The Czar Nicholas I wished to 
invade Moldavia and Wallachia immediately, and urged France 
and Britain to force the Dardanelles and threaten Constanti- 
nople. Wellington refused to do tliis and Nicholas, who form- 
ally declared war on Turkey on April 26th, 1828, defeated the 
Turks in the war that followed. Nieholas had already 
promised to recognize the neutrality of the Mediterranean, 
but Wellington strongly resented the Treaty of Adrianople 

^ p, 22. 

* It was rumoured that in the battle the Russian gunners fired on 
the French stiips in revenge for the burning of Moscow. 
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readily supported the minister, who, altliough a Torj* at 
liomc, dianipioncd tlic I.il>erat cause abroad ; the country 
Rcncraiiy was strongly in favour of partlj' iK-canw the 
deplorable state of the finances made the cost of u'ar pro* 
lubitive. I'rom if’32 to iSfiy the Whig programme was 
carried out at home, but foreign affairs were of great ini' 
portanco. The jieriod in question was tlic Age of Pal- 
merston. 

Palmerston dcclarctl that ' a cordial and good understanding 
between England and Emticc is essential to the peace and 
firrat iiritain welfare of Eufopc ', niul co-opCTatioH between the 
nnd rranc« Lilicral coiinlrics of Europe seemed the 

obvious policy for both. ' France’, he said. ' is the pivot of 
my foreign policy.’ 

But the position was difiicuU. Great Britain thoroughly 
disapproved of the attempt of France to strengthen her 
position in the Mediterranean by concluding a dose alliance 
with Mehemet Ali, by attempting to conquer Algiers and by 
occupying Ancona with French troops in Fcbru.ary 1S32. If 
Russia strengthened her influence at Con.'tantinoplc and 
France .succeeded in Casimir-Pdricr’s plan of making the 
Mediterranean a French lake the prestige of Britain would 
be seriously impaired, and France might challenge the position 
which Great Britain had long held as the champion of the 
minor states ot Europe. While thdr Lilieralism and the 
feeling that they had common interests against the Eastern 
Powers formed a bond of union between the two countries, 
diversity of interest in other matters was bound to lead to 
serious difficulties. 

Tlic Eastern Powers entirely disapproved of the revolt of 
Belgium against Holland which, unlike the July revolution 
The Belgian in Paris, was an obvious breadi of the arrangc- 
ments made by the Congress of Vienna. The Czar 
Nicholas I unshed to restore Bdgium to King VTUiam I of 
Holland, proposed armed intervention and promised to supply 
an army of 60,000 men to reduce Belgium. Prussia thought 
that the example of Belgium might lead to a revolution in 
her Rhine Provinces and massed troops on the border. Austria 
feared that the example of Bdgium might lead to revolution 
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Eighteen Articles which were drarvn up by the Conference of 
London in June reserved the question of Luxemburg for 
further consideration. William therefore invaded Belgium 
and routed the Belgians at Louvain in August. In response 
to an appeal from King Leopold a French army invaded 
Belgium, took Antwerp and compelled the Dutch to with- 
draw. The French wished to remain in Belgium, but Palmer- 
ston declared that ' the French must go out of Belgium or 
we shall have a general war and a war in a given number of 
days and the French were compelled to evacuate the countrj' 
immediately. Palmerston also insisted that the Belgian 
frontier fortresses should be dismantled and the destruction 
of PhUippeviUe and Marienbourg was another blow to French 
hopes. Palmerston’s firmness had ensured the independence 
of Belgirun, maintained the Balance of Power and kept the 
peace of Europe. 

Meanwhile events in Eastern Europe had led to the revival 
of the aggressive Neo-Holy Alliance and a great victory for 
Eastern Powers strongly resented 
■Maasciien- the gTowth of Liberalism in France and Britain 
gciti. 1833 support given by these two Powers to 

the revolutionary party in Belgium and the Liberals in Spain 
and Portugal. By the League of Munchengratz, 1833, Austria, 
Prussia and Russia reafBrmed the principles of the Congress 
of Verona and asserted their right to intervene in any coimtry 
on the invitation of the legitimate monarch. The armies of 
Mehemet Ali under Ibrahim had invaded S3uia and captured 
Damascus. On June 14th, 1833, they completely routed the 
Turks at Konieh in Asia Minor and threatened Constantinople. 
France favoured Mehemet Ali, Great Britain refused to help 
Turkey because such a policj' would displease France. The 
Sultan Slahmoud II, on the principle that ' a drowning man 
will catch at a serpent secured the help of Russia in July 
^ 833 > by the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi, whidi prodded that 
an offensive and defensive alliance should be concluded be- 
tween the two countries and that Turkey should dose the 
Dardanelles to foreign warships if Russia asked her to do so. 
Apparently the treaty of Unkiar Skelessi had made Turkey 
a kind of Russian Protectorate. Palmerston objected to the 
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had proved unworkable. The Moderados owed their success 
largely to the support of Louis Philippe who hoped that cir- 
cumstances might arise which would justify France in again 
intervening in Spain as she had done in 1823. But Palmer- 
ston firmly refused to allow France to intervene alone and 
jealousy between the two coimtries prevented join^_ inter- 
vention. In 1836 Palmerston accused Louis Philippe of 
breach of faitli, ‘ he has pretty nearly throum us, the Queen 
and the Treaty " over ’. Palmerston’s dislike of Louis 
Philippe and Thiers, which they heartily reciprocated, ag^a- 
vated the difficulties of the situation. Palmerston's high- 
handed methods caused great annoyance and TaUejTand 
justly complained that he had been kept for two or three 
hours in a waiting-room until the Foreign Minister con- 
descended to grant him an interview. 

Thus Britain had lost the friendship of France and become 
isolated in Europe at a time when the ambition of Mehemet 
Ali was again threatening the integrity of the 
' Turkish Empire. Canning had acquiesced in the 

separation of Greece from Turkey on the ground of nationality, 
and Palmerston had shown his sympath}’ with Greece by 
extending her boundaries to Arta Volo in 1830 and thus 
reversing the policy of Wellington. But he now asserted 
that British policy should endeavour to maintain the Sultan 
and to uphold the integrity of the Turkish Empire. ‘ He 
unshed ’, said Guizot, ' to maintain the Ottoman Empire in 
order to maintain the equilibrium of Europe.’ He thought 
that if Mehemet Ali became independent he would hamper 
British trade with India owing to his command of the Red 
Sea, and if he gained Syria he would hinder the development 
of British interests in the Euphrates Valley. But France had 
recently broken the integrity of the Turkish Empire by con- 
quering Algiers and was favourably disposed to Jlehemet Ali. 
French officers had organized the Egyptian army; the 
presence- of an ally of France on the throne of Egypt would 
strengthen the influence of France in the Levant and limit 
the advantage Britain derived from the possession of Malta 
and Gibraltar. Palmerston therefore desired to prevent 

1 Christina. » The Quadruple Alliance, 
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inclined to come to an understanding TOth Austria whose 
relations %vitli Russia had become less cordial. 

The growang opposition between France and Britain was 
increased by a new problem that had arisen in Belgium. The 
Belgians had refused to surrender to Holland certain parts of 
Luxemburg and Limburg in accordance %vith the treaty of 
1831. Louis Philippe strongly favoured the claims of Bel- 
gium, but Palmerston and the Eastern Powers, including 
Austria, supported Holland, and Belgium was compelled to 
give way in May 1839. Thus the position of 1834 was reversed 
and a combination of Great Britain and the Neo-Holy Alliance 
proved fatal to the poUcy of which France approved. 

In April 1839 war was renewed between Turhey and 
Mehemet Ali. On June 24th Ibrahim utterly routed the 
Mchcmet Au, Tmlvish army at Nessib ; Mahmoud II died on 
Turkey and ' June 30th and his successor Abdul Mejid was only 
the Powers years old ; a few days later Achmet Pasha 

surrendered the Tiukish fleet to Mehemet Ali at Alexandria. 

The imminent danger to the Turkish Empire compelled the 
Powers to take immediate action. They took the young 
Sultan imder their protection and warned Mehemet Ali, who 
hoped to force the weakened Turks to accept his terms, that 
he must get their sanction for any agreement he might make 
with the Porte. 

Thiers rvas anxious to strengthen the position of Mehemet 
Ali and proposed that he should receive Egypt and Syria. 
Palmerston, although anxious to maintain the integrity of the 
Turkish Empire as a barrier against possible aggression by 
Russia, rvished to avoid a formal breach with France ; he 
was willing for Mehemet to receive Egypt as a hereditary 
possession but refused to agree to the cession of Syria. In 
May 1840 Tliiers entered upon secret negotiations which 
aimed at establishing the power of Mehemet and strengthen- 
ing French influence at Constantinople. 

The Four Powers, who strongly resented the action of 
The Quad- Trance, then made, on July 15th, 1840, a Quadruple 
rupie Miisncc.Alliance to protect the Sultan and coerce Mehemet. 
J 840 jatter submitted within ten days he was 

to receive Egypt as a hereditary possession and tlic adminis- 
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tration of Southern Syria for life ; if he did not siAmit wthm 
ten days he should be ofiered only Egypt ; if he did not submit 
ivithin twenty days he should get nothmg. n+v 

French ambassador in London, did not learn of the treaty 
■ until July 17th. He denounced it as a mort^ „ 

France and Palmerston declared that Guizot has looked ^ 

cross as the devil for the last few days ® 

He made preparations for war and talk^ of overthrow g 
the treatie^ of 1815 and extending the fro^^iejs of France 
to the Rhine. 'But Louis Philippe was w^ned that if w^ 
broke out the other Powers would support England and th 
he would probably lose his throne. Nicholas offered to send 
the Russian fleet to help Britain if necessary and Louis 
Philippe found that discretion was the better part of valour. 
He refused to read a provocative speech from the throne 
which Thiers had prepared ; he dismissed Thiers and appoin- 
ted Guizot as Foreign Minister on October 29th, 1840. 

Palmerston refused to be frightened and bade Bulwer, the 
British charg6 d’affaires at Paris, ‘ convey to Thiers in the 
most friendly and inoffensive manner possible, that if Fj^^e 
throws down the gauntlet we shall not hesitate to pick 1 
up ’. But he knew that both the French and British nations 
did not really desire war and that the threats of France were 
merely sound and fury. 

Operations against Mehemet met with speedy succes . 
Prussia guarded the Rhine against possible j 

France ; Russia garrisoned Constantinople. 

British, Austrian and Turkish fleet took Acre November 
2nd, 1840, after three hours’ bombardinen > . Napier 
was compelled to surrender. In Novem er promised 

induced Mehemet to sip a undertook to per- 

to surrender the Turkish fleet ^ Fcrvot. His unauthor- 

suade the Sultan to let Mcheme ^eep po^^ers, wth some 

who would have liked 

n "iSStlS. seeJa .0 he obviously 
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aimed at Russia. But the national pride of France, wliicli 
The siroiu had been flattered by the recognition of Mehemet 
Act, IS41 as Pasha of EgjTit, Avas further conciliated AA'hen 
she AA’as invited to concur in the Straits Act of July 13th, 
1841, which closed the Dardanelles to all AA'ar vessels except 
Turkish. 

Palmerston had kept a tvatchful eye on British interests in 
Asia. In 1838 he successfully resisted the attempt of Persia 
Paimcretcn to sccure Herat and thus defended the route to 
nnd Asia India. In spite of the improvement in the 
relations betAvecn Great Britain and Russia British statesmen 
were much perturbed owing to the extension of Russian in- 
ifluence in the Middle East and determined to strengthen the 
North-West Frontier of India by putting Shah Sujah, a friend 
of this country, on the throne of Afghanistan and by con- 
quering Scinde and the Punjab. In March 1S37 a British 
army c.xpelled Dost Mahommed, a partisan of Russia, from 
the throne of Afghanistan and made Shah Sujah Amir in his 
place. A British army of 6,000 men under General Elphin- 
stone Avas sent to Cabul to support Shah Sujah. 

In 1839 Palmerston supported the Avar against China Avhich 
had broken out because the Chinese liad seized a large quantity 
of opium Avhich had been smuggled into the country, and 
treated Avith great severity the English merchants Avho AA’ere 
concerned. 

Palmerston's policy had aroused considerable opposition 
in England. There Avas a strong feeling against alliance 
Palmerston’s Avith Russia ; the Conservatives strongly resented 
Policy to 1841 j^yssian aggression in the East; the Liberals 
regarded Russia as the natural enemy of Liberalism and this 
feeling Avas particularly strong in the North of England. The 
Whigs asserted that Palmerston’s high-handed policy had 
broken the alliance Avhich ought to exist between the tAvo 
great Liberal Powers. So strong Avas the opposition that in 
1840 Palmerston was able to induce the Cabinet to carry 
out his policy only by threat of resignation. In 1841 Sir 
Robert Peel became Prime Minister instead of Lord Melbourne 
and Aberdeen succeeded Palmerston as Foreign Secretary. 

Palmerston’s first period at the Foreign Office Avas successful. 
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He ‘ created Belgium, saved Portugal and Spain from absolu- 
tism, rescued Turkey from Russia and the highway to India 
from France He had averted the danger of European war. 
He had established friendly co-operation with Russia which 
found in the Straits Treaty some compensation for the sup- 
pression of the Treaty of Unkiar Skelessi. He had em- 
bittered the relations between France and Britain, possibly 
because he did not appreciate the difficulties under which 
Louis Philippe and his ministers laboured, and in 1840 French 
journalists could find nothing bad enough to say about ‘ ce 
terrible Palmerston He vindicated his assertion that 'the 
interest of Britain is the polar star, the guiding principle of 
the government but there were many who thought that in 
the Opium War his motto had been ‘ my country, right or 
wrong But all admired his steady opposition to the Slave 
Trade and he felt just pride in the fact that in 1830 he had 
compelled Brazil to give up this inhuman traffic. 



CHAPTER IV 


ABERDEEN. 1841-1846. AND PALMERSTON, ' 
1846-1851 

A berdeen had to deal immediately with a most 
serious situation which had arisen in Afghanistan, 
The Afghans strongly resented the interference of 
Great Britain. In 1841, led by Akbar Khan, the son of 
Dost Mahommed, they expelled Shah Sujah, murdered Sir 
Atghflnistim Alexander Bumes and Sir William Macnaughten, 
sdnie and ’ the British Agents at Cabul, compelled General 
the Punjab Elphinstone to evacuate Cabul and annihilated 
his army in the Jagdalak Pass. Dr. Brydon was the only 
Englishman who escaped. The defeat of a British force by 
native troops in the greatest disaster the British ever suffered 
in India, dealt a severe blow to British prestige. The Afghans 
were defeated and Cabul captured by General Pollock in 
1842, but the restoration of Dost Mahommed to the throne of 
Afghanistan seemed a confession that British intervention 
had failed. In 1843 Sir Charles Napier conquered Sdnde. 
The attack on Scinde, which may have been partly due to the 
desire to wipe out the disgrace of the Afghan War, was un- 
justified. It strengthened the North-West Frontier but ^vas 
described by Napier as ‘ a very useful and humane piece of 
rascality After Palmerston became Foreign Secretary, the 
Sikhs, alarmed by the growing power of Britain, invaded 
British India. In spite of the bravery of the army of the 
Khasla ^ the Sikhs were defeated in 1846 at Aliwal and 
Sobraon. But in 1848 war again broke out and the Sikhs 
were finally defeated at Gujerat' by Sir Hugh Gough on 
Februar3' 20th, 1849. The whole of the Punjab was annexed 
' i.e. the saved ones. 
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and the Sikhs were reconciled to British rule by the brilliant 
administration of Henry and John Lawence, who not only 
brought prosperity to the Punjab but by their efficiency, 
wisdom and justice gained the loyal support of the inhab- 
itants and ensured the fidelity of the Sikhs during the 
Mutiny. 

The conquest of the Punjab gave additional security to the 
North-West Frontier. 

Aberdeen was on excellent terms with Guizot ; both were 
anxious to maintain a good understanding between their 
Aberdeen respective countrics and to keep peace in Europe, 
and Franco Their attempt to settle the thorny question of the 
Right of Search failed because in 1842 the French Chamber 
refused to sanction the agreement they had concluded on the 
ground that it was unduly favourable to Britain. Difficulty 
arose over the high-handed action of Admiral Dupetit-Thouars 
who had forced Queen Pomare of Tahiti to acknowledge the 
sovereignty of France, and imprisoned the Rev. George 
Pritchard, a missionary and the British Consul, for opposing 
his action. Aberdeen strongly protested, Guizot disavowed the 
annexation and compensated Pritchard. In 1844 Aberdeen 
greatly pleased the French by formally recognizing their 
occupation of Algiers. The growing good feeling between the 
two Powers was strengthened by a visit paid by Queen Vic- 
toria to Louis Philippe who returned the compliment by 
spending a short time at Windsor Castle. In 1846 Palmerston 
visited Paris and so charmed the French by his pleasant 
manners that ‘ ce terrible Palmerston ’ became ' ce cher Lord 
Palmerston ’. 

The good understanding which had been established enabled 
France and Britain jointly to support the constitutional cause 
in Portugal. The departure of Miguel had greatly 
Portugal weakened the Absolutists, but the Liberal party 
had split into two. The Chariisis TOshed to maintain the 
Charter of 1826, the Septembrists supported the more demo- 
cratic Charter of 1822. Queen Maria Gloria, who owed her 
throne to the Quadruple Alliance of 1834, favoured the 
Chartists, but the Septembrists proved so powerful that in 
1846 Maria Gloria appealed for help from Britain and France. 
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A Franco-Britisli fleet was sent to Portugal. It put an end 
to the rising of the Sepicmhrists. 

The action of the allies appears to be a dear case of inter- 
vention in the internal affairs of Portugal ; it succeeded in 
maintaining the Queen on the throne and saving the country 
from confusion. If however there was, as was asserted, a 
real danger that Spain would support the rebels, the inter- 
vention might be justified on the ground that Britain was 
bound by treaty ^ to protect Portugal from foreign in%'asion. 

About the same time France and Britain intervened to 
stop a war that was being waged behveen Monte Video and 
Buenos Aires. In this case the injury the war caused to 
British commerce may be regcU’ded as a just cause for inter- 
vention. 

But the good feeling between Great Britain and France 
did not long continue. On November loth, 1843, Queen 
Hie Spanish Isabella of Spain had been dedared of age and 
Marriages, the question of the marriage of the Queen and her 
sister Maria Louisa was of great importance. 
Louis Philippe -wished his son, the Due de Montpensier, to 
marry Maria Louisa ; Great Britain objected to the proposed 
maniage because if Queen Isabella died umnarried Mont- 
pensier would become IGng of Spain, and the -union of the 
Crows of France and Spain in one family had always been 
regarded as contrary to British interests. Louis Philippe 
agreed that Montpensier should not marry Maria Louisa until 
Queen Isabella was married and had children to succeed to 
the Spanish throne. Louis Philippe arranged the marriage 
of the Queen to her cousin Francis d’Assiz, Duke of Cadiz, 
a man of infamous character who was unlikely to have any 
children, and, in spite of the promise he had made to Britain, 
on October loth, 1846, the Queen married the Duke of Cadiz 
and Montpensier married Maria Louisa. There seemed every 
prospect that in time Montpensier would become King of 
Spain, but the birth of children to the Queen prevented his 
succession. The -violation of the solemn promises Louis 
Phihppe and Guizot had made and the dishonourable con- 
ditions under which the marriage of the Queen of Spain was 

1 p. 7- 
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concluded caused strong resentment in England, to which 
Palmerston, who became Foreign Secretary again in 1846, 
gave ragorous expression. The entente was broken off ; strong 
protests were made by Palmerston who declared that ‘ Louis 
Philippe is a man in whom no solid trust can be reposed 
Queen Victoria %vrote a letter to the King of the French which 
Palmerston gleefully described as ' a tickler The action 
of Louis Philippe weakened French influence in Spain, Queen 
Isabella soon found that she had made a very bad bargain 
and was so angry with France that she supported the extreme 
Liberal party and British influence again became supreme in 
Madrid. 

Differences rvith France weakened the influence of Britain 
on the Continent and Palmerston could do nothing but make 
an ineffectual protest when Austria, with the approval of 
Russia and Prussia, annexed in 1846 the city of Cracow the 
independence of which had been guaranteed by the Treaty 
of Vienna in 1815. 

Guizot and Louis Philippe, having lost the friendship of 
Britain, now tried to secure the friendship of Austria. A 
switicriand, Sondcrbund or Secession Union had been formed 
in Switzerland by the clerical and reactionary 
party to assert the independence of each canton which had 
been guaranteed by the Treaty of Vienna. They were strongly 
opposed by the National party which was anxious to maintain 
the federal unity of the country. The National Diet declared 
war on tlie Sonderbund which appealed to the Powers to 
enforce the Treaty of Vienna. Axistria, Prussia and France 
supported the Sonderbund because they thought that their 
interests would be served if Swtzerland "was weakened by 
division. Palmerston declared that the neutrality of Switzer- 
land had been asserted in 1815 and resented the proposed 
intervention of Austria and France. He did not actually 
refuse Guizot’s proposal that the question should be referred 
to a Conference of the Powers, but ui^ed the Federal General 
Dufour to finish the uur as soon as -possible. Palmerston 
delayed the negotiations until Dufour had routed the Sonder- 
bund in November 1S47, and France and Austria were com- 
pelled to accept the position. The action. of Louis Philippe 
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in supporting the Sonderbund enraged the French Liberals 
and contributed to the Revolution of 1848. 

When Europe was convulsed with revolution in 1848 
Palmerston adopted the role of a ‘ passive spectator and 
The Year ot Strongly Urged Austria, Russia and Prussia to 
Revolutions, maintain strict neutrality towards France. But 
he expressed his personal opinion of some of the 
people concerned ivith his usual vigour. Louis Philippe fled 
from his palace by the back door ; Queen Victoria, who now 
called him ‘ the dear good King welcomed him to England, 
but Palmerston declared that the Revolution was due to 
' royal obstinacy and blindness ’. He did not intervene 
when Austria suppressed the revolt of Hungary with utter 
cruelty, but asserted that ‘ the Austrians are really the greatest 
brutes that ever called themselves by the undeserved name 
of civilized men ’. The Austrian General Haynau had ordered 
Hungarian women to be flogged. When he visited England 
Messrs. Barclay and Perkins' draymen showed their dis- 
approval of his action by ducking him in a horse-trough. 
Palmerston held that strong measures were iustified because 
Haynau was ‘ a great moral criminal ', but he thought that 
the draymen ‘ instead of striking him ought to have tossed 
him in a blanket, rolled him in the kennel and then sent him 
home in a cab, paying Ids fare 
But when Russia and Austria threatened to force the Sultan 
to give up Kossuth and other fugitives who had fled to Con- 
stantinople, Palmerston strongly supported the Sultan in his 
refusal to surrender the refugees, France co-operated with 
Great Britain and a Franco-British fleet was sent to the 
Dardanelles to encourage the Sultan. Palmerston urged the 
Tiuks ' to keep up their spirits and courage ', but warned 
them that ' they must not swagger about it-'. His firm atti- 
tude, which he described as ' judicious bottle holding ', proved 
successful and Palmerston rendered most valuable service to 
Europe in her year of revolutions, by using the power and 
prestige of Great Britain to prevent a general war. 

Disputes arose %vith Greece o^ving to the treatment of two 
British subjects who were living in Athens. Some land be- 
longing to Finlay, the historian, had been taken to extend 



ABERDEEN AND PALMERSTON 


41 

the gardens of the King’s Palace ; an Athenian mob, led 
Don Paciflco, by the sons of the Minister of War, had pillaged 
the house of David Pacifico, a Portuguese Jew who 
had been bom at Gibraltar and was therefore of British 
nationality. Instead of bringing their case before Greek law 
courts pinlay and Pacifico appealed directly to Palmerston 
who ordered Admiral Parker to enforce their r.laimg for 
damages by blockading the Piraeus on January 15th, 1850. 
Palmerston’s action was most arbitrary and, in Pacifico’s 
case, ridiculous. The latter, a man of no means or position, 
fraudulently claimed £26,000 damages for the destruction of 
his property and assessed the value of his dra\ving-room sofa 
at £170. Russia protested against the blockade. France 
offered mediation ; the offer was accepted, but the difficulty 
was settled TOthout reference to France, and the Greeks agreed, 
under compulsion, to pay 180,000 drachmas as compensation. 
The French were so annoyed at the cavalier treatment they 
had received that their ambassador, Drouh3m de Luhys, wa^ 
■withdrawn from London. Palmerston’s high-handed action 
was severely criticized in England and the House of Lords 
censured him for supporting claims ‘ doubtful in point of 
justice or exaggerated in amount ’. The action of the Lords 
w’as resented by the Commons as an unconstitutional attempt 
to control the e.xecutive, and when the question \vas raised 
in the House of Commons Palmerston declared that just as 
Rome always protected any Roman who could say ' Civis 
Romanus sum ’, so ' the watchful eye and the strong arm of 
England wU protect a British subject in whatever land he 
may be ’. ' Civis Romanus ’ w'on the day and secured for 
Palmereton a vote of confidence by a majority of forty-six 
votes. 

Palmerston, rejoicing in his victory, went on his own jaunty 
M-ay. When Kossuth \’isitcd England Palmerston was dis- 
suaded with difficulty from receiving at his own house the 
rebel against the friendly Empire of Austria. Mffien a deputa- 
tion called the Emperors of Austria and Russia ' odious and 
detestable assassins ’ he did not repudiate the plirase as 
strongly as a Fordgn Secrctar5'’ ought to repudiate such 
statements about rivo friendly monarchs. 
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Palmerston had rendered great service to Britain and to 
Europe and had just secured a remarkable personal triumph* 
me Poll oi overbearing manner aroused great indig- 

paimerston, nation in Europe. He addressed foreign courts 
as if he was a headmaster haranguing a Lower 
Fourth Form. A strong dispatch to Naples was regarded 
by the Neapolitans as ‘ one of his usual impertinences A 
dictatorial letter to Spain caused the dismissal of the English 
ambassador from Madrid in 1848. The Austrians nicknamed 
him ' Firebrand ’. The Germans declared that 

If the devil had a son 
He surely must be Palmerston. 

He had given great offence to Queen Victoria and his colleagues 
by refusing to consult them on important points. The Queen 
had insisted on her right to be consulted and Palmerston had 
promised to meet her tvishes. But he continued, light- 
heartedl}', to ' score off his own bat ’. Without previously 
cuYKcdfing- the Csbia^t and the Queen be had expressed to 
Count Walewski, the French ambassador and a natural son 
of Napoleon I, his approval of the coup d’etat by w'hich the 
Prince President, Louis Napoleon, established his power in 
Paris in December 1851. He was therefore dismissed from 
the Foreign Office by Lord John Russell on December 15th. 
He declared that his dismissal was ' a weak truckling to the 
hostile intrigues of the Orleans family, Austria, Russia, 
Saxony and Bavaria and in some degree also, the present 
Prussian government . . . (who) had for a long time past 
effectually poisoned the mind of the Queen and Prince ^ 
against-me . It was really due to his own impetuosity. 

^ The Prince Consort. 
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possession of (he Holy Places and repaired them when neces- 
sary. Napoleon III reasserted the claim.s of the French partly 
through a desire to conciliate his Roman Catholic subjects, 
and partly because he \va.s anxious by a sho%vy foreign policy' 
to divert the attention of Frcncirmcn from domestic politics. 
A mere ' churchwardens' quarrel ' was destined to prove one 
of the causes of the Crimean War. Tlic Emperor of the 
French had a personal grievance against the Czar who ad- 
dressed him as ‘ Mon Ami ' and not as ' Mon Frtre ' as v;ss 
usual between monarchs. He hoped by a succc-ssful war 
against Russia to consolidate bis new Empire and to give 
to France the ' glory ' she desired. 

In the beginning of 1853 there seemed little prospect that 
France would secure the support of Britain if she went to war 
with Russia, for Englishmen distrusted Napoleon III as 
much as Nicholas I. In rcalih' Napoleon was an.xious to 
keep peace rvith Britain, but liis policy' .aroused grave sus- 
picion. Most men agreed with the Marxhesicr Gtiardian that 
he \vas ' a very unscnipulous gentleman and not a few 
believed that he intended to seize the Channel Isles and attack 
Belgium, while some feared that he even desired to invade 
England as the representative of the Pope. 

Nicholas now saw that the feeble attempts that had been 
made to reorganize Turkey by Mahmoud II and Abdul Mejid 
Nicholas I failed. Greek Christians were still persecuted 
and oiB ^ by the Turks and Nicholas claimed that the Treaty 
•sick Man' Kutchuk-Kainardji, 1774, had given him the 
right of protecting all Greek Christians in Turkey. Greece 
had gained independence ; Montenegro was practically inde- 
pendent : the Principalities of Moldavia and WaHadiia were 
anxious to secure full autonomy. Nicholas honestly be- 
lieved that the Turkisli Empire was breaking up and was 
anxious to secure the assistance of Britain in (Eviding the 
spoil. 

In January 1853 the Czar said to Sir Hamilton Se3nnour, 
the British ambassador at St. Petersburg, ‘ We have on our 
hands a sick man, a very sick man ; it vail be a great mis- 
fortune if, one of these days, he should slip away from us 
before the necessary arrangements have been made.’ He 
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declared that neither Russia nor any great power must hold 
Constantinople, suggested that Serbia and Bulgaria should 
become independent states under Russian protection and 
that Britain should receive Egypt and Crete. He further 
warned Britain that ' circumstances, if no previous provision 
were made, if everything were left to chance, might place 
one in the position of occupjung Constantinople Nicholas’s 
overtiures to Great Britain were not honest. He apparently 
made similar proposals to Austria and at the same time tried 
to make a secret treaty mth Turkey. His offer was not 
accepted partly because Britain feared Russia even when 
offering gifts of territory, partly because she suspected that 
Nicholas’s intentions towards the ' sick man ’ were homicidal. 
But Aberdeen failed to repudiate strongly the Czar’s sug- 
gestions and Nicholas was left with the impression that he 
was assured of British neutrality in any crisis that might 
arise. 

On April 19th, 1853, Menschikoff, theJRussian ambassador 
at Constantinople, formally demanded that the Sultan should 
acknowledge the right of the Greek Church to the custody 
of the Holy Places and the right of the Czar to protect the 
Greek Christians in Turkey. The indignation caused by these 
demands was increased by the insolent manner in which they 
were presented, but Stratford persuaded the Sultan to grant 
the demands of the Greek Church and, while denying the right 
of Russia to protect his Greek subjects, to refer the question 
to the Great Powers. 

Growing distrust of Russia caused Englishmen to adopt a 
kindlier attitude towards France, now a strong opponent of 
Russia, and gradually a feeling grew that in the crisis that 
was obviously impending France and Britain should act 
together. An attempt was made to minimize the misgovem- 
ment of the Turkish Empire. Palmerston asserted in the 
House of Commons that Turkey ‘ had made greater progress 
and improvement than an3' other coimtry in the same 
period ’, and the weakness of the country ^vas used as an 
argument to support the intervention of Britain on her 
behalf. 

Owing to the refusal of the Sultan to acknowledge the right 
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ol the Czar to intervene in Turkey the Russians under Gort- 
Echakoff crossed the Pruth on June 22nd, 1853, 
cross the and proceeded to occupy Moldavia and Wallachia. 
Froth jjjg invasion of the Principalities caused great 
excitement in England ; Palmerston wanted to make the 
crossing of the Pruth a casus belli, but Aberdeen did his utmost 
to maintain peace and Lord Clarendon, the Foreign Secretary, 
ordered Stratford to urge Turkey to offer no armed resistance 
although the invasion of the Principalities would have justified 
her in declaring war on Russia. Austria strongly protested 
against the action of the Russians as an interference -with the 
free na\dgation of the Danube and massed her troops on the 
Serbian border, but offered mediation. Prussia also protested, 
partly because she feared that a general war would lead to 
French aggression on the Rhine, partly because she was 
unwlling that German policy should be directed by Austria 
alone. 

On the suggestion of Austria, which was sincerely anxious 
to preserve the peace of Europe, representatives of Britain, 
The Vienna France, Austria and Prussia met in Vienna in 


Note July 1822 and drew up the ' Vienna Note ' which 

confirmed the treaties of Kutchuk-Kainardji, 1774, and 
Adrianople, 1829,*^ and accepted a decree of the Sultan which 
granted toleration to his Christian subjects and gave to 
Russian consuls the control of the Holy Places. The Czar, 
on the urgent advice of Prussia, accepted the Note on August 
3rd. In spite of the strong resentment he felt owing to the 
invasion of the Principalities, ,and although he believed that 
he could rely upon the assistance of France against Russia, 
the Sultan accepted the Note under pressure from Stratford, 
but added an amendment guaranteeing his own authority 
over his Greek subjects. Austria and Prussia did their best 
to induce the Czar to accept the Sultan’s amendment, but he 
flatly refused to agree to an alteration made by the Sultan in 
a Note which had been drawn up by the Powers and accepted 
by himself. The action of the Sultan was resented by the 
peace party in England, but a dispatch of Nesselrode, the 
Russian Foreign Minister, in which he magnified the authority 
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claimed by Russia over Greek Christians in Turkey, seemed 
to justify the Sultan’s action and Britain and France 
abandoned the Vienna Note in September 1853. 

The withdrawal of Britain and France broke up the Concert 
of the Powers and alienated Austria and Prussia. They 
The Puncta- refused Nicholas's suggestion that they should 
tion of make an alliance ■with Russia against the Western 
ohnot* Powers, but agreed by the Punctation of Olmiitz 
on October 4th to remain neutral in any war that might ensue 
provided the Russians did not cross the Danube. Nicholas 
at the same time tried to keep on good terms with Britain 
and offered to withdraw the extravagant claim to the right 
of interference, which Nesselrode had recently asserted, if 
Britain would again accept the Vienna Note. Aberdeen 
welcomed the offer and hoped that it would enable him to 
avoid ^yar, but his hopes were shattered by the action of the 
Sultan who, on October 5th, 1853, demanded that the Russians 
should evacuate the Principalities -within fifteen days on threat 
of war. ' The beastly Ttirks,’ said Clarendon in disgust, 
‘ have actually declared war so there is an end of the Olm-fitz 
arrangement out of which something might possibly have 
been made.’ 

Aberdeen thought that the Czar’s latest offer opened the 
way for fiuther negotiations and \vished to warn the Turks 
War feeling that Britain would not give them armed support 
In England against the Czar ; he demanded that hostilities 
should cease until the new negotiations had been concluded. 
But a general feeling in favour of ivar against Russia had 
spread throughout England. The country was weary of the 
long peace wliich had lasted forty years, and Englishmen 
welcomed the opportunity of warlike adventure. Russia 
was now regarded as a danger to Europe and Lord John 
Russell asserted ‘ we are fighting to maintain the independence 
of Germans and all Europeans ’. The nerTOpapers/'OTth the 
notable exception of The Times, clamoured for war and some 
declared that Aberdeen rras in the pay of Russia. Palmerston 
and Lord. John Russell who regarded war as inevitable, 
strongly resisted the attempts to maintain peace which Aber- 
deen continued to make. They compelled Aberdeen to 
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demand the suspension of hostilities only ' for a reasonable 
time and the Turks, hoping to force the hand of Britain, 
renewed their attacks on the Russian forces within a fortnight. 

On October aand, 1853, largely owing to the influence of 
Napoleon III and wth the strong approval of Palmerston, 
The the French and British fleets passed the Darda- 

Dardaneiics neJJes nominally ' to protect the Snltan against 
a possible Mussulman rising ’, but really to ensure the integrity 
of the Turkish Empire. The passage of the Dardanelles was 
an infringement of the Straits Treaty of 1841 ^ but did not 
involve entry into Russian waters and was not a definite act 
of war. But it convnnced the Turks that they could rely upon 
the support of the two Western Powers and caused a further 
divergence of interest between Austria and Prussia, who had 
taken no part in the movement, and France and Britain. 
Aberdeen now warned the Czar that Britain felt bound to 
maintain the integrity of the Turkish Empire although she 
would not give iiulitaiy support to the Turks if Nicholas 
would promise not to attack any Tinrkish ports on the Black 
Sea. Nicholas refused these terms and felt that war was now 
inevitable. 

On November 30th, 1853, a Russian fleet destroyed a 
Turkish squadron at Sinope and continued firing on the Turks 
long after they were able to resist. The action of the Russians 
in attacking the Turkish ships was perfectly legitimate because 
Russia and Turkey were at war, but the brutality of the 
'Sinope massacre' caused an outbreak of indignation in 
England, stimulated the demand for war with Russia and 
induced The Times to support the demand. It made a general 
war almrst inevitable, and Stratford joyfully exclaimed 
‘ Thank God ! that’s war ’. It led Napoleon to insist that 
the allied fleet should enter the Black Sea. 

Popular feeling was aggravated by the resignation of Palmer- 
ston on December 14th. He was completely at variance with 
Resignation Aberdeen, who still hoped to avert war with 
of Russia, and resented the reluctance of the Prime 
Minister to send the fleet to the Black Sea. He 
strongly opposed the new Reform Bill ’which, TOth the cordial 
^ P- 34- 
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support of Lord John Russell, the Ministry proposed to intro- 
duce. His resignation was voluntary. But there was a 
general, though erroneous, belief that he had been hounded 
out of office owing to the influence of the Prince Consort who, 
as a German, was thought to be unduly favourable to Russia, 
and the virulent attacks on her husband for his supposed 
action caused Queen Victoria great distress. 

Aberdeen gave way again. On December 24th Palmerston, 
finding that the Cabinet sanctioned the advance of the fleet, 
returned to office, as the leader of the War Party. On January 
3rd, 1854, the Allied fleets entered the Black Sea and ‘ invited ’ 
the Russian ships to return to Sebastopol. No similar ‘ invita- 
tion ’ was given to the Turks and Nicholas naturally refused 
to adopt a course which would have left the Turks in control 
of the Black Sea. The entrance to the Black Sea finally 
committed France and Britain to the Tmrkish cause. 

Aberdeen, still striving for peace, again opened negotiations 
\vith Austria, which was willing to join with Britain and 
Abcrdecsn France in requiring Russia to evacuate the Princi- 
and the War palities. But he was swept away by the force of 
public opinion which Palmerston said was more powerful 
‘ than the charges of cavalry or the thxmder of artillery ’. 
Britain and France, \vithout waiting for an assurance of 
Austrian support, made a treaty of alliance wth Turkey and 
on March 27th, 1854, formally declared war on Russia. At 
the moment when the Cabinet decided on war several of the 
ministers were asleep. But their sliunber did not prejudice 
the question as the final decision had already been made. 
Aberdeen did not wish to send an ultimatum to Russia until 
Austria had been consulted but was again overruled by his 
more impetuous colleagues. Great Britain, wearied of ' the 
long, long, canker of peace ' ^ rejoiced at the prospect of war. 
Some people lost their heads completely, identified Russia 
with Anti-Christ and saw in the war the omen of the Second 
Coming of Christ. More reasonable was the British spirit of 
fair play which regarded Turkey as a little fellow who must 
be protected from a great bully. Some hoped that Russia 
would be defeated and that Hungary and Poland would gain 

1 Tennyson. 
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their freedom. Bright, maintaining the unpopular cause 
wth his usual courage, asserted that as Turkey had refused 
and Russia had accepted the first Vienna Note Britain was 
under no obligation to assist the Sultan, and probably Aber- 
deen should have resolutely adopted this attitude at first. 
Later he failed to take advantage of the offer the Czar sent 
from Olmiitz and made a grave error in entering the war with- 
out the promise of co-operation from Austria. He, more 
than any other minister, ‘ drifted into war '. He was brow- 
beaten by Palmerston, jockeyed by the Sultan, and finally 
stampeded into war by the pressure of public opinion. 

In August 1854 the Russians, on the demand of Austria, 
evacuated the Principalities which Austria occupied to pro- 
Austria and tect the navigation of the Danube. Austria had 
thus secured her main object and, rmlike Britain 
and France, had no desire further to weaken the power of 
Russia. But in the same month Austria accepted the ' Four 
Points ’ draw up by Britain and France, which provided 
for the abolition of the Russian Protectorate over the Princi- 
palities, the free navigation of the Danube, the rev'feion of 
the clauses in the treaty of 1841 relating to tlie Black Sea 
and the Dardanelles,, and the abandonment of the Czar’s 
claim to protect Greek Christians in the Turkish Empire. 
But Frederick William IV of Prussia greatly admired Nicholas 
I, detested Napoleon III and objected to an alliance wth the 
infidel Turks. Bismarck urged him to take no part in the 
war but to concentrate his troops in Silesia as a check to the 
growing power of Austria. Austria therefore feared that if 
" she went to war Prussia might seize the opportunity to weaken* 
her power in Central Eurojre, and she did no more than make 
a defensive alliance with Britain and France against Russia 
on December 2nd, 1854. 

The course of the war led to profound discontent in Eng- 
land. Sir Charles Napier's expedition to the Baltic in August 
AUsmanage- ^®54 gained little success. In the Crimea the 
mant ot the generalship was weak and the victories were 

“ ' soldiers’ battles '. Sebastopol, which should 

have been attacked immediately after the Alma, was skilfully 
fortified by Todleben and made a gallant defence. The credit 
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for its capture belonged mainly to the French, and men con- 
trasted their success in taking the Malakoff \vith the failure 
of the British to take the Redan. A great outcry followed 
the revelations made in The Times by William Russell, the 
first modem war correspondent, as to the general conditions 
of the campaign. Means of transport were bad and man}' 
horses died o%ving to the cold ; the loss of hay in the storm on 
November 14th, 1854, led to the death of many more, and 
the soldiers had to carry goods themselves in the depth of 
winter over atrocious roads. The men suffered terribly owing 
to the lack of tents, warm clothing and boots. Mismanage- 
ment and fraud added to their sufferings. The whole of the 
badly needed boots which formed one consignment were 
found to be for the left foot ; dishonest contractors supplied 
inferior meat and Punch declared that ' one man’s preserved 
meat was another man’s poison The hospitals \vere over- 
crowded, ill-equipped and generally inadequate. 

Aberdeen was swept out of office by a storm of popular 
indignation and Palmerston became Prime Minister for the 
End of the first time in February 1855 with Clarendon as 
War Foreign Secretary and Sidney Herbert, ' The 

Soldiers' Friend ’, as Secretary for War. General Fdvrier 
turned traitor and Nicholas I died on March 2nd owing to 
the effect of the winter’s cold on a constitution which had 
, been enfeebled by anxiety about the war. The new ministry 
acted with great vigour. They sent out Florence Nightingale 
who completely reorganized the hospitals, they provided 
adequate supplies and generally prosecuted the war with 
such vigour that Sebastopol fell on September gth, 1855, 
and the war was ended by the Treaty of Paris in March 
1856. 

Napoleon III wished to continue the war in order to establish 
the independence of Poland. He hoped that in the general 
confusion which would follow France might extend her borders 
towards the Rhine. Palmerston absolutely refused to con- 
sider these suggestions. Austria tlireatened to support the 
Allies unless Russia accepted the Four Points ; Prussia advised 
the Czar to make peace. 

The Peace Treaty of Paris neutralized the Black Sea ; 

5 
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ensured freedom of navugation on the Danube and thus gave 
The Peoce Austria what she wanted : guaranteed the integrity 
Treaty of of Turkey and thus accepted a fundamental 
principle of British policy ; competed the Sultan 
to promise to give better treatment to his Christian subjects ; 
regulated maritime war by decreeing the abolition of privateer- 
ing and by asserting that neutral ships should make neutral 
cargoes except in case of contraband of war.- 
Apparently Britain had succeeded in establishing a perma- 
nent check on the power of Russia and her successful inter- 
vention greatly strengthened her prestige on the Continent, 
while the sad experience of the Crimean War led British states- 
men for sixty years to adopt a policy of peace. But the 
advantages gained proved only temporary. On September 
29th, 1870, Russia denounced the Black Sea clauses of the 
Treaty of Paris. The Crimean War, which was fought to 
maintain the integrity of Turkey, promoted the formation of 
independent Balkan States. The union _of Moldavia and 
Wallachia into Roumania, which took place in December 
1861, proved a further step in the disintegration of Turkey, 
although the pro\dnces that had broken away have not 
facilitated but retarded the expansion of Russia to the south- 
west and ' Russia is no nearer Constantinople than she was 
in 1856 '. Russia was prevented from extending southwards 
and therefore adopted a more active policy in the Middle 
East ; grave anxiety for the safety of India was the penalty 
that Great Britain had to pay for maintaining the cause of 
Turkey against Russia in the Crimea War. 

Austria sufiered most from the Crimean War. She had 
alienated Russia by her refusal to co-operate and stUl more 
bs"^ the threat of armed opposition in 1855. She treated 
Prussia -svitli such contempt at Paris that dose alliance be- 
tween the two countries was no longer possible. Austria was 
thus isolated and her isolation contributed to her defeat by 
Prussia in 1866 and, by strengthening the Cause of Sardinia, 
which had joined the allies and rendered signal service at 
the battle of the Tchemaya. facilitated the enfranchisement 
of Italy from Austrian rule. 

Disraeli dedared that the Crimean War was ‘just but 
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unnecessary *. Salisbury asserted that ‘ we put all our money 
on the wong horse Undoubtedly it was a great mistake 
for which not only the ministers but practically the whole 
nation must share the blame. 

The result of the Crimean War increased tlm popularity 
of Palmerston whose methods, however offensive to the English 
court and foreign diplomatists, had won the hearts of his 
countrymen. Englishmen were already proud of a man who 
would ' stand no nonsense ’ from the Powers of Europe, and 
who had sho^vn his determination to assert the rights of an}' 
British subject even when a British subject was as disreputable 
as Don Pacifico. The manner in which he had brought Eng- 
land through the dark winter of 1854, and effected what was 
thought to be a satisfactory ending to the Crimean War, finally 
established his position as the idol of the English people who 
worshipped him as John Bull incarnate. 

In October 1856, the crew of the lorcha Arrow was arrested 
by a Chinese mandarin on a charge of piracy. The Arrow was 
The lorcho owned by a Chinaman, manned by a Chinese crew, 
'Arrow' commanded fay a British master. She had been 
registered as a British vessel and still flew the British flag, 
although she was not entitled to do this as her period of regis- 
tration had expired. The Chief Superintendent of Trade at 
Hong Kong, Sir John Bowring, demanded the release of the 
prisoners and an apology from the Chinese. Commissioner 
Yeh, the Governor of Canton, said, correctly, that the Arrow 
was no longer a British vessel, gave up the prisoners but re- 
fused to apologize or to accede to Bowring’s demand that the 
Treaty of Nanking, 1841, which gave British traders access 
to Hong Kong should be carried out. On Yeh '5 refusal 
Bowing ordered Sir Michael Seymour to bombard Canton. 
Yeh now offered a reward for the heads of ' English dogs ’. 
Palmerston strongly supported Bowing on the ground that 
the British flag had been insulted and that British subjects 
had been unjustly imprisoned. He declared that ' an insolent 
barbarian welding authority at Canton, had violated the 
British flag, broken treaties and planned the destruction of 
British subjects ’. But Bowring’s action was declared to be 
* A lorcUa was a ship used in local Chinese trade. 
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illegal and a vote of censure was carried in the Commons 
against the Government. Palmerston therefore dissolved 
Parliament in March 1857. 

The election of 1858 showed that Palmerston’s personal 
popularity was as great as ever. He was returned to office 
The orsini hy a large majority and was practically a dictator 
Bomtn fQj- of fjjg jjfe^ On July 14th, 1858, three 

bombs were thrown at Napoleon III by Orsini, an Italian 
who thought that the Emperor was preventing the union of 
Ital\' ; the}' killed ten people and wounded one hundred and 
fifty-six outside the Opera House in Paris. The bombs had 
been made in Birmingham and Orsini had spent some time 
in England. Walcwski, Napoleon’s Foreign Minister, pro- 
tested agmnst the asylum given in England to foreign 
anarchists and asked ‘ is hospitality due to assassins ? ’ Some 
very excited French colonels \vrote wld letters advocating an 
attack on London, ‘ the infamous haunt in which machinations 
so infernal were hatched and the letters were published in 
the official Mcttilctir. Palmerston therefore introduced the 


Conspiracy to Murder Bill which was a reasonable attempt 
to limit the abuse of asylum in England by foreign assassins. 
But English feeling. had been raised by the colonels' letters, 
the Bill was regarded as a cowardly concession to French 
dictation and w'as rejected. Palmerston therefore resigned 
but was again returned to power and in June 1859 entered 
on his last and least satisfactory period of office. 

By this time Palmerston had become very suspicious of 
Napoleon III. ' The Emperor’s mind,’ he declared, ' seems 


Growing 
Dlstrost ot 
Kopoleon III 


as full of schemes as a warren is full of rabbits ’, 
and he suspected that the Emperor was determined 
to avenge the humiliations which Britain had 


inflicted upon France in 1815 and later years. 


The Orsini bombs stirred Napoleon to action and his policy 
towards Italy vitally affected his relations -with England. 
The Italians undertook to cede Nice and Savoy to France ; 
and Napoleon promised that Italy should be ' freed from the 


Alps to the Adriatic ’ and helped the Sardinians to defeat the 


Austrians at Magenta and Solferino in June 1859. He hoped 
that Italy would become a federation of states under the 
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patronage of France, but he saw that the country was tending 
to become a United Kingdom wiiich would probably become 
a rival and not a dependency of France. Partly for tliis reason 
in July 1859, without consulting the Italians, he made the 
Treaty of ViUafranca with Austria in which, in defiance of his 
previous promise, he agreed that Austria should retain Venetia. 
The Treaty of ViUafranca was due partly to Napoleon’s fear 
of Prussia which was massing troops on the Rhine and he 
hoped, by leaving Austria in Venetia, to secme her help if war 
broke out between France and Prussia. It was regarded as 
an act of treachery in Italy and caused such resentment in 
England that for some time British Foreign Policy was inspired 
very largely by fear and distrust of France. Palmerston was 
compelled to acquiesce in the cession to France of Nice and 
Savoy, but declared that the British fleet would intervene if 
France tried to secure Genoa as weU. Napoleon desired to 
secure the Palatinate as a base for an attack on Prussia, and 
many believed that he even meditated a descent on the South 
Coast of England. A great increase in the French na\'y and 
the new fortifications that were built at Cherbourg aroused 
grave suspicion. Palmerston said that ‘ all that we want is 
that France should be content with what she is, and should 
not take up the schemes and policy of the first Napoleon 
He took active measures to meet the crisis. ‘ Form I riflemen, 
form ! ' sang Tennj'son ; ‘ the National Volunteer Association 
for the Practice of Rifle Shooting ’ was formed in May 1859, 
and in June i860 Queen Victoria reviewed eighteen thousand 
volunteers in Hyde Park. Palmerston strengthened the 
fortifications of Portsmouth, Plymouth, Chatham and Cork 
in view of the possible danger from France. For a time war 
seemed probable, but one afternoon as Palmerston was driving 
to the House of Commons he gave a lift to Count Flahault, 
the French ambassador, and a short conversation in the Prime 
Jlinister’s carriage established much more friendly relations. 
But mutual suspicion prevented cordial co-operation betsveen 
France and Britain at a time when such co-operation was 
highly necessary to counteract the designs of Russia and 
Prussia. 

Poland again rebelled against Russia in 1863. Nai)oleon 
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protested against the attempt of Russia to secure the whole of 
Poland Polfrod in defiance of the Congress of Vienna, and 
proposed that a Congress of the Powers should 
meet at Paris to deal with the question. Palmerston refused 
to accept the proposal and his refusal greatly irritated Napo- 
leon. Lord John Russell, the British Foreign Secretarj', 
asserted his determination to enforce -the treaties of 1813 
and expressed strong sympathjf for the Poles, who were led 
to believe that Britain would intervene on their behalf. But 
Bismarck made an agreement with Alexander II and agreed 
to concentrate four army corps on the Polish frontier to pre- 
vent help being sent to the Poles. Russell sent no assistance 
to the Poles and Alexander, relj'ing on the support of Prussia, 
annexed the whole of Poland in spite of utterl}' ineffectual 
protests from France, Britain and Austria. Palmerston’s 
futile policy led to the understanding between Russia and 
Prussia which was profoundly to affect European diplomacy 
for thirty years. 

Palmerston strongly resented the attempt of Prussia to 
secure Schles\vig-Holstein and by expressing strong sympathy 
sddeswig- with the Danes, annoyed Queen Victoria, who 
Holstein favoured the Prussian cause, and made the Danes 
believe that Britain would come to their help. He declared 
that if people tried to interfere with Denmark ' those who 
made the attempt would find in the result, that it was not 
Denmark alone with which they had to contend Popular 
sjTupathy was on the side of Denmark and was increased by 
the charming personality of Princess .Alexandra of Denmark, 
who received an enthusiastic welcome in London when she 
came to marry the Prince of Wales in March 1863. Napoleon 
HI was angry because Palmerston had not accepted his 
suggestion that a Emopean Congress should be held to deal 
with the problems of the time and refused to co-operate with 
Britain in defence of Denmark. Russia, mindful of the 
support Prussia had given her in 1863, favoured Bismarck's 
policy. Britain could do nothing but make a strong protest, 
of which Bismarck took no notice. Again one of the smaller 
nations of Europe thought that Britain had left her in the 
lurch, and the assertion that Palmerston’s later policy was 
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one of ‘ senseless and spiritless menaces ' was certainly true 
of his attitude towards Poland and Denmark. 

Palmerston had warned Slettemich in 1S47 that unless 
Italy receded some measure of constitutional government 
the peace of Italj' and possibly of Europe would 
be endangered. But Austria persisted in a policy 
of repression and the Italians rose against their foreign 
masters. 

The Queen and Prince Albert hoped that Austria would 
reassert her power over Italy. But Englishmen regarded 
with strong sympathy the struggle for Italian unit5'' which 
was a Liberal and Nationahst movement. Palmerston now 
took his stand on the principle ‘ that no force should be em- 
ployed for the purpose of imposing upon the people of Italy 
any form of government or constitution ; that is to say, that 
the people of Italy, and especially of Central Italy, should be 
left free to determine their ’o\vn condition of political exist- 
ence ’. His fear that Napoleon III would make French 
influence predominant in Italy formed an additional reason 
for desiring the success of Victor Emmanuel and Cavour. 
Palmerston maintained a policy of benevolent neutrality 
towards Italy and steadily refused to give official support to 
her cause, although on one occasion, when the Sardinians were 
found to be using arms that had been manufactured at Wool- 
vfich Arsenal, he was compelled to apologize to Austria. He 
refused to agree to a proposal of the French government that 
British and French warships should prevent Garibaldi and his 
‘ thousand red shirts ' from attacking Sicily. He warned 
Francis 11 of Naples that he could maintain his position only 
by granting measmes of reform and the King lost his throne 
because he neglected Palmerston’s advice. As a resrilt of his 
policy Italy was able to work out her own salvation, and by 
' keeping the ring ’ Palmerston had rendered real service to 
the cause of Italian unity. 

The outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861 led to 
considerable difference of opinion in England. Some rejoiced 
The American that the rebel states were threatened with destruc- 
avu warj tion. Business men preferred the Free Trade policy 
of the Southern States, who depended largely on England for 
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their machincrj’, to the Protectionist policy of the Northerners 
who tried to stimulate their growing manufactures bj'' a system 
of tariffs. The strong support given by Brigiit to tlie cause 
of Abolition won many supporters for the Fcdcrals in the 
North of England in spite of the grave injury' that the war 
inflicted on the cotton trade of Lancashire. 

In the American Civil War Palmerston privately' favoured 
the South but officially maintained strict neutrality. But the 
war caused much bad feeling between Great Britain and the 
United States. .The Northerners objected to Palmerston's 
action in recognizing the Confederates as belligerents and 
declared that such recognition should not have been granted 
to rebels. They strongly' resented an injudicious speech 
made by' Gladstone who, in October 1862, declared that 
‘ Jefferson Davis had made an army', had made a nav-y, and, 
what was more, had made a nation ’. The Southerners who 
held that ' Cotton is King ’, deplored the recognition given 
by Great Britain to the blockade which crippled their 
trade. 

On November 6tli, 1862, the Northerners seized Mason 
and Slidell, t%vo Confederate envoys who were sailing on the 
.. British mail steamer Trent to plead their cause in 
Europe. Mason and Slidell were traveuing as 
ordinary passengers and were not on active military' or naval 
service. Their arrest was a denial of the obr'ious rights of 
neutral governments to receive envoys from belligerents. 
This grave breach of international law led Palmerston 
promptly to send the Guards to Canada and he approved of 
a strong dispatch drarvn up by Lord John Russell which 
would probably have led to war between Great Britain and 
the United States if it had been presented at Washington. 
Fortunately the dispatch was submitted for the Queen’s 
approval and by' the advice of the Prince Consort the wording 
was so altered that it gave no offence. The new paragraph 
which saved the situation ran as follows : 

‘ Her Majesty’s Government, bearing in mind the friendly 
rdations wiiich have long subsisted beriveen Great Britain 
and the United States, are willing to believe that the United 
States naval officer who committed this aggression was not 
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acting in compliance with an3'- authority from his Govern- 
ment, or that if he conceived himself to be so autiiorized, he 
greatly misunderstood the instructions which he had received.’ 

Lord Lyons, a most tactful ambassador, assured Seward, 
the American Secretary of State, that ' I will do anything I 
can to make it easy for jmu and the Northerners, although 
with much reluctance, released their prisoners. 

' We give the critturs back John, 

'Cos Abram * thought ’t\vas right. 

It -warn’t your bullying clack, John, 

Provoking us to fight.’ 

The Northerners were entirely in the wrong and unreason- 
ably resented the action of Britain ; but Palmerston’s refusal 
to accept Mason and Slidell as the official representatives of 
the Confederates because they w’ere not an independent state 
aroused bitter feelings in the South, 

On July 26th, 1862, the United States’ ambassador reported 
to Lord John Russell that a fast cruiser, the Alabama, was 
Tho being built for the Southerners at Birkenhead. 

‘Alabama’ Lord John at once consulted Sir Robert Collier, 
the counsel to the Admiralty, who said that the construction 
of the Alabama was a glaring infringement of the Foreign 
Enlistment Act, and advised that the vessel should be pre- 
vented from sailing. Unfortunately, owng to Sir Robert’s 
illness, his opinion was not delivered imtil several days had 
elapsed. On receipt of the opinion Lord John sent orders 
that the Alabama should be detained in the Mersey. But 
she had already sailed, nominally for a pleasure cruise with 
a number of ladies on board. The ladies were landed at a 
convenient port and the Alabama, a British-built ship, carry- 
ing guns made in England, •with a crew largely British and 
including many men from the British Naval Reserve, sailed 
on a privateering expedition and in two years captured 
seventy-six Northern vessels. In 1863 two iron rams were 
being constructed in English shipyards to relieve the blockade 
which the Northerners had established over the Southern 
Ports. His earlier protests having produced little effect 

1 Abraham Lincoln. 
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Charles F. Adams, the representative of the United States in 
London, informed Lord John Russell on September 5th that 
one of the vessels v-as about to sail from Liverpool, and added 
' it would be superfluous for me to point out to your Lordship 
that this is war Lord John then prevented the vessels 
from leaving England. 

Palmerston died on October i8th, 1S65. He had done 
much to maintain the doctrines of Canning. He asserted 
Poimeratoa'a that Britain ' ought to maintain peace and to 
Policy count for something in the transactions of the 
world He strongly approved of the Crimean War but, 
wth this exception, kept Britain out of war in Europe from 
1830 to 1865. To him was largelj' due the fact that the 
Revolutions which convulsed the Continent in 1848 did not 
lead to a general European War. He steadily opposed Russia, 
faelie\’ing that the extension of Russia in Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia was dangerous to British interests. He sup- 
ported the integrity of Turkey as a check on Russia and pro- 
fessed to believe that the internal administration of the Empire 
was not as corrupt as was gcncrall}' asserted. He several 
times brought Britain to the verge of war with France but 
succeeded in averting actual hostilities between the two coun- 
tries. He showed great vigour in asserting ihe rights of 
British subjects, even of an undesirable like Don Padfico. 
But he failed to appreciate the growing imjxirtance of Prussia, 
and the ineffectiveness of the European policy of Britain from 
1859 onwards was partly due to the fact that in Bismarck he 
fotmd a superior in the game of bluff which in earlier years 
he had played with great success. His determined opposition 
to the Slave Trade, the e^ils of which he sensibly diminished, 
is greatly to his credit. 

His early policy strengthened British influence, but his 
disregard of the rights and feelings of other nations and his 
arbitrary methods lowered the tone of British politics. He 
adopted the grand manner but had no grand armies to support 
it, and Earl Gran\ille declared that he had ' wasted the strength 
derived by England from the great war ^ b}* his brag ’. In 
1S64 Derby asserted that owing to Palmerston's recent policy 
^ Against Napoleon. 
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of ' meddle and muddle ' Britain had not a friend in Europe. 
‘ Its menaces are disregarded, its magniloquent language is 
ridiculed and its remonstrances are treated with contemptuous 
indifference.’ 



CHAPTER VI 

THE BEGINNING OF SPLENDID ISOLATION 


T he death of Palmerston meant the end of the Palmer- 
stonian tradition of an aggressive Foreign Polic}'. 
Gladstone \vas anxious to maintain the Concert of 
Europe as a means of ensuring peace : ' I do not believe he 
vTote in 1S69, ‘ that England ever will or can be unfaithful 
to her great tradition, or can forswear her interest in the 
common transactions and the general interests of Europe.’ 
But he was preoccupied %vith domestic legislation and 
determined to avoid needless and entangling alliances. 
During his first administration 186S-74 Britain no longer 
gave a lead to Europe ; her intercourse with foreign powers 
was generally limited to cases in which she was directly con- 
cerned. 

British statesmen still failed to appreciate the importance of 
the growing power of Prussia, and although Disraeli had 
asserted in 1866 that Britain ‘ is no longer a mere European 
power ; she is the metropolis of a great maritime empire 
Imperialism was not to become practical politics for many 
years. 

But British interests were so extensive that Gran\ille, 
w’ho became Foreign Secretary on the death of Clarendon 
' in 1870, had many difficult problems to solve. 

Bismarck desired to wdd Northern and Southern Ger- 
many into one state in which Prussia, which had gained 
power and prestige by her defeat of Austria in 1866, would 
be predominant. But his policy towards Deiunark had 
aroused strong feeling in England and many, and notably 
Queen \Tctoria, thought that Britain should have helped 
Austria in the recent rvar. A declaration of war by Prussia 

62 » 
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on France would have intensified the suspicion that Britain 
now felt of Bismarck’s designs. 

Prince Leopold of Hohenzollem-Sigmaringen, a relative of 
William I of Prussia, had withdrawn his acceptance of the 
France CTOwn of Spain, largely o^ving to the opposition 
declares war, of the French who thought that his accession 
would mean the establishment of Prussian influ- 
ence in Spain, and declared that France would not permit ' a 
foreign power ’ to place ' one of its princes on the throne of 
Charles V Benedetti, the Frencli Ambassador to Prussia, 
was instructed to ask King William, who was taking the 
waters at Eras, to promise that he would never allow a Hohen- 
zollem to become a candidate for the throne of Spain. The 
King naturally refused this unreasonable request and sent a 
telegram from Ems to Bismarck, who was at Berlin, giving 
an account of the interview. Bismarck altered the wording 
of the ' Ems telegram ’ in such a way as to turn a courteous 
message into an insult to France. The French were so 
furious that the Legislature, in spite of Thiers’ assertion 
that war would be ' supremely imprudent ’, decided on 
July 14th, 1870, to declare war on Prussia. Thus Bismarck 
had cleverly contrived that the actual declaration of the war 
on which he had resolved should come from France. The 
odium which France thus inciured was increased by the 
publication in The Times of July 25th of a copj' of a draft 
treaty in Benedetti’s handwriting demanding that Prussia 
should allow France to take Luxemburg and help her to 
conquer Belgium as the price of the neutrality of France in 
the Austro-Prussian War. The general feeling of Britain 
was expressed by Gladstone who deplored the ‘ deep culpa- 
bility ’ of France. 

The interests of Britain required that Belgium should be 
a neutral countrj*, for the occupation of that country' by 
Ntntraut}- of citlicr Francc or Germany would seriously endanger 
Great nntata safet5' of England. Tlie threat to Belgium 
which was contained in Benedetti’s draft led Britain to make 
treaties with France and Prussia by which each of the belli- 
gerents undertook to respect the neutrality of Belgium ; if 
cither France or Germany attacked Belgium Britain would 
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give military support to the other. The Government main- 
tained strict neutrality in the vm: and thus disappointed 
both the combatants, for France had hoped for the support 
of her old ally in the Crimean War and objected to the policy 
of Britain which limited the area of the war and prevented 
France from securing the help of Austria ; -while Bismarck 
asserted, quite incorrectly, that Britain could have stopped 
the war by putting pressure on France. GrairxdUe had in vain 
tried to avert the war by friendly mediation. He now formed 
a League of Neutrals to prevent the extension of the war and 
thus rendered real service to Europe. But the policy of 
Great Britain really proved helpful to Bismarck. His under- 
standing -with Russia protected his rear. The League of 
Neutrals enabled him to concentrate his attention on France 
without the intervention of any other European Power. 

The disasters which overwhelmed France changed the 
hostility -svith which Britain had regarded her into sincere 
Great Britaita sympathy, and the feeling of this country strongly 
condemned the cession of Alsace and Lorraine. 
1875 The ministry maintained a correct attitude and 
abstained from criticizing this clause of the Treaty of Frank- 
fort although every member objected to it strongly. But 
by friendly representations Granville secured the reduction 
of the war indemnity which -was imposed on France from six 
to five milliards of francs. 

In spite of the crushing -victory of Germany Bismarck 
felt that ‘we must soon expect a new attack . . . the French 
nation -vvill never forgive their defeat France recovered 
from the war -with extraordinary rapidity. The war indem- 
nity was paid off two years earlier than Bismarck had desired 
or expected. The French army was reorganized in 1872 and 
Germany was so alarmed by a law passed in 1875 to increase 
the army that the Berlin Post published a sensational article 
headed ‘ War in Sight ’ ; it seemed likely that Germany 
would ^ain attack France. The danger was averted owing 
to strong protests made by Alexander II of Russia to the 
Geroan Emperor during a \-isit to Berlin, and by a letter 
w^ch Queen Victoria -wrote to the Kaiser William I urging 
him to prevent a second Franco-German War. William had 
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no desire for war and the efforts of the Czar and the Queen 
of England proved successful. 

The Franco-German War profoundly affected European 
politics. It was the direct cause of the Arnmd_Peace„wMch 

Effects of Wil- 

Franco- son Said that ' The wong done to France by 
German War pj^ggjg^ jjj matter of Alsace and Lor- 

raine unsettled the peace of the world for nearly fifty years '. 
After the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine ‘ all Europe breathed 
a harsher air France never forgave Prussia and the 
desire for ' revanche ’ became an obsession. The fear of the 
growing power of France and the desire to preserve the Ger- 
man Empire which had been established by war, led Germany 
to maintain a large army and, in 1873, to unite with Russia 
and Austria in the League of the Three Emperors by which 
the three countries boimd themselves to preserve peace and 
to maintain the existing situation. The forces of reaction 
had become more powerfiil. Henceforth Europe was an 
armed camp ; race war and class war were to determine the 
course of history. General war was several times averted by 
the return to the old system of Congresses, but the political 
atmosphere was poisoned by the fear of war ; the increase 
in armaments, whether for offence or defence, laid heavy 
bfirdens on the people of Europe ; the system of alliances 
which Bismarck inaugurated in 1873 was destined, when the 
inevitable war broke out, to make every great nation a 
participant. 

Gladstone's government adopted a policy of splendid 
isolation. It took no part in the remaking of Europe but 
Russia and attempted to assert the important principle of 
the Black Sea sanctity of treaties made by a Congress of 
Powers. In 1870 Russia took advantage of the preoccupation 
of France and Germany to denounce the clauses of the Peace 
of Paris which declared that the Black Sea was neutral and 
its waters were open to all merchant vessels but closed to all 
warships. Bismarck secretly supported the denunciation in 
return for the help Russia had given to Germany by pro- 
tecting her rear in the recent war. Britain strongly protested 
* Professor Trevelyan. 
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to carry on war against a Power with whicii it is at peace 
and to use its naval forces to arrest and detain any such 
vessels which had actually sailed. The Commissioners felt 
that the acceptance of these principles would prejudge the 
issue, but, in order to avoid a rupture of negotiations, agreed 
to accept the principles as prospective while denying that 
they were in force when the Alabama left England in 1862. 
]fey the Treaty of Washington, 1871, the points at issue were 
referred to a court of Arbitration which was to sit at Geneva 
iand to consist of five members nominated by Great Britain, 
the United States, Brazil, Italy and Switzerland. The 
^British dropped the claim for damages for the Fenian raid 
and the American Government withdrew the claims which it 
had advanced for ' indirect losses ’. The Tribunal awarded 
£3 j25o,ooo to the United States for damages done by the 
Alabaim and other cruisers and gave American fishermen 
the right to fish off the coast of British North America. 

The Government had averted war and had set a valuable 
precedent by accepting arbitration as a means of settling 
disputes between nations. But strong feeling was aroused in 
England by the new principles as to the duties of nations in 
war ; the rights granted to American fishermen were regarded 
as unfair to Canadians ; it was felt that the claim for damages 
for the Fenian raid ought to have been pressed and the decision 
of the arbitrators on the Alabama case was thought to be 
unjust to Britain. 

In regard both to Russia and the United States the Govern- 
ment was supposed to have failed to maintain British interests. 
GranviUe was a man of great tact and charming manners, 
but he lacked the strength of Clarendon and his methods 
suffered by comparison -with Palmerston's generally suc- 
cessful aggression. The feeling that British prestige had been 
impaired by the policy of Splendid Isolation was one of the 
reasons for the defeat of the Liberals in the election of 1874. 


6 



CHAPTER VII 

DISRAELI'S SECOND MINISTRY, 1874-1880 

T he limited but sound domestic policy which occupied 
the first three years of Disraeli’s Second Ministry 
(1874-80) was welcomed as a relief from the reforma- 
tion in a flood which Gladstone had effected. Disraeli 
defined British Foreign Policy as ' England’s home affairs 
Disracu in foreign parts ’. Since 1871 Germany, Austria 
For^n^*** and Prussia had decided the affairs of Europe, 
Poucy but after 1874 Disraeli’s vigorous action made 
^ Britain a power in the Coimcils of Europe without committing 
the coimtry to alliance with any foreign nation. His recog- 
nition of the importance of colonial development marks the 
beginning of British Imperialism. On going to Berlin in 
1878 he declared that * Our duty at this cntical moment is to 
preserve the Empire of JBnt^ *. Britons learned to value 
tEeir'colonies more highly and sought to extend them. France 
and Germany adopted an active colonial policy and fotmd 
in the British Empire a serious obstacle to their designs. 
T he problem of adjusting the c la ims of the th r ^e grea t 
, Colonizing Powers was he ncefo rth destined to foiman integral 
part of BnHsE~Fdreign Foli^ ~ 

"Under the Khedive Ismail, a reckless spendthrift, the 
finances of Egypt had become hopelessly embarrassed. In 
Egypt. 1875 Ismail offered to sell to the British Govem- 
i 875 -« ment 176,602 out of the total of 400,000 shares 
in the Suez Canil. The Foreign Secretary, Lord Derby, 
opposed the purdiase, but Disraeli insisted on buying the 
shares for about ;£4,ooo,ooo and the money ^vas paid, in the 
first instance, not out of the public funds but by Messrs. 
Rothschild and other bankers. By this purchase Britain 
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secured greater control of the road to India and was com- 
mitted to an active interest in the government of Egypt. A 
considerable number of Egyptian bonds had been purchased 
by French investors and to protect their interests France 
felt bound to intervene. In 1877 Ismail was compelled 
to establish the Caiss e de la Dette Publique to which the 
general control of the finances of was entrusted, and 

which included four Commissioners appointed by Great 
Britain, France,- Austro-Hungary and Italy. Following a 
suggestion by Waddington, the French Foreign Minister, 
Ismail was deposed by the Sultan in 1878 and succeeded 
by his son Tewfik ; M. de BligniSres and Evelyn Baring ^ 
were appointed Controllers-General of the Finances. Egypt 
was now subje ct to -the DuaLC ontrol of Great BritaBT an d 
France ^ LOTd_Salisbiiry, who succeeded Derby as Foreign 
Secretary in 1878, a ssented to the arrangem e nt with so me 
^uctance_ amLfeltJ:hat Biitaia. was being made *to act as 
shCT ^s ^cer ' fo r the Frenc h bondholder s. 

Tni875 Bosnia and Herze^^a revolted against the 
Sultan owing to the cruelty of Turkish tax collectors and 
The BoUain EuTope again had to deal with the troublesome 
Problem, Eastem Question. Turkey had not carried out 
1875-6 reforms prescribed by the Treaty of Paris ; 

her Christian subjects were cruelly persecuted and the country 
was on the verge of bankruptcy. Russia still regarded 
herself as the protector of the Christian subjects of the 
Sultan and had put herself at the head of the Pan-Slav 
movement which appealed strongly to the Balkan Slavs. 
.Alexander II hoped that by supporting the extension of 
Pan-Slavism in the Balkans he might regain the influence 
Russia had lost in the Crimean War. He desired to expel 
the Turks from Europe and to secure Constantinople, Dis- 
raeli was determined to ‘ maintain the Empire of England ’ 
which, he thought, would nBiT endangered by tlie "Rowing" 
power of Russia. In spite of the failure of Turkey to fulfil 
her promises Disraeh, following the example of Palmerston 
and not of Canning, %\-ished to mmntain the integrity of 
Turkey as a barrier to the extension of Russia. He pro- 
* Lord Cromer. 
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foimclly distrusted the Czar and liis mind was probably 
influenced by the cruel persecution to which Jews were snb* 
jeeted in Russia, lie realized too that Russia might prove 
a barrier to his new imperial police’. But he failed to realize 
that the hold of Turkey on the Balkan statc.s was growing 
weaker and that, if the states were made independent, the 
feeling of chronic revolt ag.ainst Turkey, which continually' 
menaced tlic peace of Europe, would tlisappcar, Austria 
was already casting greedy eyes on Bosnia and Herzegovina ; 
she strongly opposed the Pan-Slav movement, the success 
of which would involve the disniplion of her unwieldy' Empire : 
she objected to the extension of Russian influence in the 
Balkans and particularly’ on the I-owcr Danube. Bismarck 
said that the Eastern Question was not ' worth the bones 
of a Pomeranian grenadier ’ ; he tried to play the part of the 
' honest broker ’ between Russia and Austria, both of whom 
were in alliance with Germany. But he objected to the 
acquisition of Constantinople by Russia and to the extension 
of Russian influence in the Danube s-alley, either of which 
would seriously interfere with German ambitions in the 
Near East. All tlie Powers were anxious to maintain peace 
and in December 1875 their efforts resulted in the rc\ival of 
the Concert of Europe, Since the /VUiance of Prussia, Great 
Britain, Austria, Russia and France in 1S41 a Conference of 
the Powers had met together only in 1S67 when they’ had 
' guaranteed the independence and neutrality of Luxemburg, j 
Russia, Germany’ and Austria now issued the-Andrassy' Note 
which demanded that the Christian subjects of the Sultan- 
should have equal rights witli the Mohammedans, and that 
mixed assemblies of Christians and Mohammedans should be 
set up to control the administration and reform abuses. 
Disraeli svas disinclined to accept the Note because Great 
Britain had not been consulted. After some delay' Disraeli 
accepted the Note in January 1876, but his hesitation had 
offended Russia and perhaps led the Turks to hope for the 
support of Britain. The Sultan accepted the Note on February 
nth, but Bosnia and Herzegonna refused to lay' down their 
arms. 

The murder of the French and German consuls by a mob 
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at Salonika on May 6th, 1876, caused natural indign ation in 
Tiic BerUn .and Xermaiiy. On May 13th Germany, 

dunT.^May Russia and Austria issued the Berlin Memorandum 
1876 * in which they demanded that, in order to prevent 
the spread of the revolt, the Sultan should grant an armistice 
of two months to Bosnia and Herzegovina, and that the 
measures outlined in the Andrassy Note should be carried out. 
They hinted that the neglect of these terms would be followed 
by military intervention. The Sultan refused to accept 
the Berlin Memorandum, to which France and Italy had 
agreed, on the ground that treaties which had been made 
by Turkey in the past precluded such armed intervention 
as the Powers contemplated. Disraeli was annoyed because 
Britain had not been consulted when the Memorandum was 
dra%vn up, but he made a grave mistake in refusing to accept 
it. On May 13th, 1876, Disraeli sent the British fleet to 
Besika Bay as a counter-move to the presence of German 
and French squadrons in Turkish waters. His actions 
weakened the Concert of Europe, aggravated the growing 
enmity between Great Britain and Russia, encouraged the 
Turks to resist the demands of the Powers and led the Sultan 
to think that he might rely upon British support. 

Bulgaria rebelled against Turkey in Jlay 1876 and Serbia 
’ and Montenegro in July ; the two last were helped unofficially 
The BuigarJanby Russian volimtecrs, and the Russian general 
Horrors, 1876 Tchemayeff commanded the Serbian army. The 
Turkish irregular troops treated the Bulgarians ■with atrocious 
cruelty. They destroyed at least sixty villages and slaughtered 
thousands of innocent people. At Batak twelve hundred 
Bulgarians, who had surrendered on condition that their 
lives should be spared, were burned in the -village church by 
the Turks. In September Gladstone left his ' old books, old 
friends and old trees ’ and aroused strong feeling in England 
by his pamphlet on ' the Biilgarian Horrors ’. He asserted 
that ‘ 5,000,000 Bulgarians cowed and beaten down to the 
ground, hardly venturing to look upwards even to their 
Father in Heaven, have extended their hands to you '. He 
demanded that the Turks ‘ one and all, bag and baggage, shall 
clear out from the province they have desolated and profaned 
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Tlic need of irnmediate reform in Ttirkey had now become 
obvious and many people in England felt that the coercion 
of Turkey by the Powers of Europe would be the best solution 
of the difficulty. But Disraeli utterly clistnistcd Ru.ssia and 
thought that the intervention of Russia in tlic affairs of 
Turkey was contrary to British interests. 

By the end of September 1876 the Turks had routed the 
Serbians and were threatening Belgrade. Disraeli feared 
Grtat Kus.sia would come to tlie aid of Serbia 

nos'iia Bnrt_ 'and, to avert this contingency, suggested to the 
Tufkty, 1KT6 Qfj September zrst, 1S76, that the slaltis 

quo should be maintained in Serbia and Montenegro ; that 
local autonomy should be granted to Bosnia and Herze- 
govina : that Bulgaria should be properly administered, 
and that a complete scheme of reform should be drawn 
up by the Sultan and the Powers. The Sultan refused 
to accept these suggestions. On October 30th Russia 
threatened to declare %var unless an armistice was granted 
to Serbia at once and Derby, the British Foreign Minister, 
svamed the Sultan that Ids continued rcfu.sal would lead to 
the imposition of more onerous conditions. Tiie Sultan 
therefore granted the armistice on November ist and Serbia 
was saved from annihilation. Alc.xander II had sincerely 
desired to avoid war between Russia and Turkey. He had 
secured from Austria in July 1876 a promise of friendly 
neutrality if a Russo-Turkish War broke out, but this promise 
was conditional and the Czar's action was only a measure of 
precaution. But by November his attitude had changed, 
partly owing to the strong desire of the Russian military 
and Pan-Slav party to help the Balkan Christians in generd 
and the Serbs in particular, and partly because he believed, 
correctly, that Britain had undue confidence in the prospects 
of reform in Turkej' in spite of the ob\dous reluctance of the 
Porte to carry out the reforms to which it was alreadj' com- 
mitted by treaty. 

The Russian ultimatum of October 30th had caused great 
resentment in England w'hich wa.s increased when three days 
later Alexander II told the British ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg that, although he had no desire to secure Constantinople, 
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he would ' be obliged to act alone ’ unless the Powers acted 
with greater vigour, 

Disraeli thought that Russian intervention was now 
imminent and on November gth, 1876, issued a grave warning 
to Russia in a speech that he made at the Lord Mayor’s 
banquet. ‘ If England were to go to war in a righteous 
cause her resources would prove inexhaustible. She is not a 
country that when she enters into a campaign, has to ask 
herself whether she can support a second or third campaign.’ 
Disraeli’s attitude gained a considerable measure of support 
in England, but an important section of the Cabinet, especially 
Derby and Carnarvon, strongly objected to tlie idea of war 
with Russia on behalf of Turkey. 

On the invitation of Derby, and with the cordial approval 
of Gladstone, another Conference of the Powers assembled at 
Failure oi Constantinople on December 12th, 1876. The 
constonti- Czar, in spite of his recent pronouncement, sent 
ferenc^Dcc. a representative. Lord Salisbury, the British 
1876 plenipotentiary, who had far less sympathy wth 

Turkey than Disraeli, suggested to his colleagues that Turkey 
should be required to grant a certain measure of local govern- 
ment to Bosnia, Herzegovina and Bulgaria, and some increase 
of territory to Serbia and Montenegro. The system of 
taxation was to be reorganized and tax-farming was to be 
abolished. The Powers were to appoint two Commissioners 
of Control to supervise necessary measures of reform. These 
suggestions were accepted by the Powers and presented to 
Turkey as a formal demand on December 23rd, 1876. But 
on this day the Sultan gave his approval for a new constitu- 
tion which had been dra^vn up by the liberal-minded Midhat 
Pasha. It provided for the establishment of a Legislature of 
Two Chambers, a responsible Executive, freedom of meeting 
and of the Press, an independent judiciary and compulsory 
education. The Sultan Abdul Hamid II refused the demands 
of the Powers on the groimd that the reforms he proposed 
would ensure good government. The Conference had obtained 
nothing from Abdul Hamid but professions of good intentions 
and promises of reform. Both were worthless and Turkish 
promises in the nineteenth century proved the equivalent of 
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Punica Jides in classical times. Salisbury returned home 
bitterly disappointed that he had failed to estabh'sh peace 
between Russia and Turkey. 

The next attempt to solve the question was made by 
Alexander II. At his suggestion the Powers accepted the 
London Protocol of March 31st. 1877, which approved of the 
new constitution which the Sultan had promised to set up, 
but reserved the rights of the Powers ' to consider in common 
as to the means which they may deem best fitted to secure 
the well-being of the Christian populations and the interests 
of the general peace'. The Sultan refused to accept the 
Protocol on the ground that ‘Turkey as an independent 
State, cannot submit to be placed under any sujygiilance, 
whether collective or not '. In May 1877 he dismissed 
Jlidhat Pasha and withdrew the new constitution. 

War broke out on April 24th, 1877, when the Russians 
invaded Turkey. The blame for the outbreak rests chiefly 
Ttie Rosso- Abdul Hamid w’ho persisted in the tortuous 

Torush War, diplomacy with which Turkey had so often 
1877-8 deceived the Powers. Disraeli ^ was largely re- 
sponsible for the Turkish attitude. His polic3' had led the 
Turks to believe that they could rely upon the support 
of Great Britain against Russia, whose recent diplomacy 
had aroused general resentment in England and inspired 
Disraeli with deep suspicion of the Czar and all his 
w’orks. The presence of the British fleet at Besika Bay 
undoubtedly encouraged Abdul Hamid to reject the London 
Protocol. The Russians, although the actual aggressors, 
were the least to blame. Alexander II had steadily resisted 
the desire of his o^v^ people to make war on Turkey ; in 
spite of the chicanery of the Sultan he persisted in his efforts 
for peace and the last attempt made by the Powers to avert 
war was due to his instigation. If Disraeli’s Cabinet had 
supported Russia war might have been avoided, but the 
Cabinet, as in the case of the Crimean War, w'as divided, and 
divisions in the Cabinet again prevented Britain from adopting 
a strong policy. 

Dn Maj' 30th, 1877, Gortchakoff, the Russian Foreign 
* Created Earl of Beacoasfield in 1876. 
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Minister, assured Salisbury that Russia had no designs on 
Ojnstantinople, Egypt or the Red Sea. Therefore Britain 
adopted an attitude of neutrality, greatly to the indignation 
of the Turks, who asserted that ' she has abandoned her old 
and faithful ally, and leaves us to be crushed by her and our 
implacable enemy, because forsooth a few Bulgarians were 
killed’. 

In spite of tlie defence of Plevna, which Osman Pasha 
gallantly maintained from July 19th to December loth, 1877, 
the Russians, assisted by the Serbians, Roumanians and 
Montenegrins, proved victorious. They occupied Adrianople 
on January 20th, 1878, and an armistice between Turkey 
and Russia was concluded eleven days later. 

The success of Russia caused strong feeling in Great Britain. 
It was feared that, in spite of her recent promises, Russia 
Danger of a '^uld seizc Constantinople, and Disraeli thought 
Russo-Briush that slie would use the advantage she had secured 
War, 1878 extend her authority in the Middle 

East and to threaten India. The Liberals, who now advo- 
cated the dismemberment of Turkey, strongly objected to the 
idea of fighting against Russia on behalf of those whom 
Gladstone called ‘ the unspeakable Turk *. Derby and Car- 
narvon were resolutely opposed to war. But popular opinion 
clamoured for war with Russia ; ^vild enthusiasm was aroused 
by a music-hall song— 

We don’t want to fight, 

But, by Jingo if we do, 

, We’ve got the men, we've got the ships. 

And we’ve got the money too. 

Jingoism, which took its name from the song, was rampant. 
Queen Victoria did all she could to induce the Prime Minister 
to declare war on these ' great barbarians ’. 

Great Britain had no casus belli for her neutrality had not 
been threatened, but Disraeli made preparations in case war 
should break out. On January 17th, 1878, the Queen’s 
Speech warned Russia that ‘ some xmexpected occurrence 
may render it incumbent upon me to adopt measures of 
precaution '. The British fleet was ordered to enter the 
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Dardanelles, whereupon Derby and Carnarvon resigned on the 
ground that only the imminent danger of a Russian attack 
on Constantinople, the Suez Canal or Egypt could justify 
such a step. The order was soon countermanded and 
the former withdrew his resignation. Parliament voted 
£ 6 , 000,000 to pay for munitions of war. On February 13th 
the British fleet was sent to the Sea of Marmora, -without the 
consent of the Sultan, to protect British subjects in Con- 
stantinople. It anchored off Prinkipo Island only ten miles 
from the Russian fleet which lay at San Stefano. The Rus- 
sians threatened in reply to occupy Constantinople in order 
to protect the Christian population. The position was- 
critical, but the immediate danger was relieved when at the 
request of the Sultan, who wanted neither British nor Rus- 
sians in Constantinople, the British fleet returned to Besika 
Bay. 

Disraeli had attempted to strengthen his position by 
negotiations wth other Powers. A fantastic scheme to 
form a league between Great Britain, Greece, France, Italy 
and Austria to maintain the freedom of the Mediterranean 
and check the progress of Russia came to nothing. But 
Austria resented the Armistice of Adrianople which, by 
granting autonomy to Bosnia, had frustrated her desire to 
establish her influence in that country. She therefore sug- 
gested that a European Congress should be held to consider 
the Balkan question, and on March 4th, 1878, Derby agreed 
to the plan on condition that ' all questions dealt wth in 
the Treaty of Paris between Russia and Turkey should be 
considered as subjects to be discussed ’. Greece had now 
taken up arms against Turkey in the hope of securing Mace- 
donia but TOthdrew her troops at the request of the Powers 
who promised that her claims for an extension of territory 
should receive full consideration. 

On March 3rd, 1878, Russia and T-urkey made the Treaty 
of San Stefano which ended the war. The treaty proposed 
Treaty ot establish a ' Big Bulgaria ’ which was to include 
®“gSiefaj>o, more than half of the Balkan peninsula and would 
command the approaches to Salonika and Con- 
stantinople. Serbia, Montenegro and Roumania were to 
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become independent states and the first two were to receive 
additional territorJ^ Bosnia and Herzegovina were to become 
autonomous ; Crete, Epirus and Thessaly were to receive 
some measure of local government ; Turkey renewed her 
promises to protect the Armenians. Roumania, which had 
faithfully supported Russia, was to surrender to Russia 
Southern Bessarabia in exchange for a part of the Dobrudja 
which Turkey was to give up. Russia was to receive Batoum 
and Kars in Asia Minor. 

The Treaty of San Stefano caused grave dissatisfaction in 
the Balkans. Serbia was to surrender territory to Bulgaria ; 
Roumania resented the loss of Southern Bessarabia for which 
the barren Dobrudja was an inadequate exchange. Greece, 
not being a Slav state, got nothing at all. Every material 
clause in the Treaty involved a violation of the Treaty of 
Paris, but the other signatories to that Treaty had not been 
consulted. Great Britain protested against the violation of 
the Treaty of Paris and demanded that the new treaty should 
be submitted in its entirety for consideration by a Congress 
of the Powers. Great Britain particularly objected to the 
great increase of Russian influence. Th e Treaty of Sani 
Stefano was a triumph of Pan-Slavism andTfiSFdfore of Russia . 
iTwas^xpect^ that Big BulgariaT^vhich was to be super-’ 
'vised by a Russian governor for two years, would becom e 
pr actical ly a province of Russia. The reforms^wEch were 
to be carrieH^ut in Armenia, Epirus and Thes^ly were to be 
subject to the approval of RussiaT Beaconsfield declared that 
‘ all the Emopean dominions of the Ottoman Porte are . . . 
put under the administration of Russia. . . . The effect of 
all the stipulations combined ■will be to make the Black Sea 
as much a Russian lake as the Caspian ’ : the harbours on 
the Aegean would give Russia ' a preponderating influence ’ 
in that sea. The acquisition of Batoum and Kars would 
threaten British interests in Asia Minor. The integrity of 
Turkey which had long been a cardinal point of British 
diplomacy, would be shattered and thus a long-standing 
barrier to Russian aggression would be removed. 

Austria strongly resented the establishment of Big Bulgaria, 
a Slav state which would effectively prevent her extension 
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towards the Aegean, while the treaty seemed finally to destroy 
her hopes of securing Bosnia and Herzegovina. ■ 

All the nations who were aggrieved requested Great Britain 
to talie up their cause ; Roumania urged that this country 
I should declare war on Russia and promised to 
opjwscs the support Bntain against her recent ally. Kussia 
Treaty luost unwiUing to refer the Treaty of San 

Stefano to a European Congress, but Great Britain acted 
with great vigour. In March Beaconsfield called out the 
reserves and determined to seize a port in Syria to guard 
the route to India. Derby therefore resigned and the Marquis 
of Salisbiuy became Foreign Minister on March 30th, 187S. 
He dealt with the difficult problem with marked success. 
On April ist he set forth the British case in a masterly circular 
which he addressed to the Powers. He repeated the declar- 
ation of the Conference of London, 1871, that no treaty could 
bo varied without the consent of all the contracting parties 
and asserted that the Powers, as signatories to the Treaty of 
Paris, had the right to consider the Treaty of San Stefano 
which was a violation of the Treaty of Paris. He protested 
against the dangerous increase in the power of Russia which 
would follow the creation of a Big Bulgaria, but admitted 
that the failure of Turkey to fulfil her promises of reform 
would justify the Pow'ers in depriving her of some of her 
territory. In a speech Salisbury show'ed that Great Britain 
w’as determined to maintain her' own position in the East. 
‘ lYe object to Russia, under the mask of either Slav or 
Turk, dominating on the various coasts (Persian, Arabian. 
Syrian' Greek), where we have norv friends, clients and 
interests. How that domination is to be met, whether by 
diminution or by counterpoise, is another question ’. Jingo- 
ism was now rampant in Britain and the danger of war with 
Russia seemed so real that Beaconsfield on April 17th ordered 
seven thousand Indian troops to proceed to Malta. 

■ Beaconsfidd’s -vigorous action ; the fear that both Austria 
and Roumania would support Great Britain if w'ar broke 
out ; the knowledge that Bismarck would not hdp Russia 
against Austria ; the heavy losses the Russians had suffered 
in the late war and the fear that foreign war would be fol- 



DISRAELI’S SECOND MINISTRY 


79 


lowed by Nihilist risings in Russia compelled Alexander II 
to accept an invitation to the Congress of Berlin to which 


the Treaty of San Stefano was to be referred. 

Great Britain had taken the lead i n-EiirQPe_aiid regained 
the„position s he had lost_ _sjn£e the d eath-of. Palmerston . 
' FronaTApnrTstjInBQEeXonKress met atJBerlin_thaxourse 


of European diplomacy becamejalmost-continugus ly seque nt 
upon action initiated in Do%v ning Street.’ ^ 

Before the Congress of Berlin met Salisbury settled the 
main points at issue by secret treaties. By a treaty %vith 
Preliminary Russia Big Bulgaria was to lose Eastern Roumelia ; 
Treaties Russia was to keep Bessarabia and Kars, Batoum 
and Ardahan. Turkey agreed that Britain should occupy 
Cyprus as long as Russia held these three towns and, as usual, 
the Sultan promised to introduce reforms into Armenia. 


Britain agreed that Austria should occupy Bosnia and Herze- 
govina. On June 14th the Globe made one of the most famous 
of journalistic coups by publishing the secret agreement 
which Salisbury and Shouvaloff had concluded on May 30th. 

The Congress of Berlin met on June 13th, 1878, under the 
presidency of Bismarck. Violent ^sputes took place between 
The Congress Bcaconsficld and Gortchakoff who resented the 
oi Berlin succcss of British diplomacy. Beaconsfield kept 
a special train readY to take him back to Calais at a moment’s 
notice ; Gortchakoff on one occasion packed liis trunks with 
a view to an immediate departure. The violent disputes 
between the representatives of Great Britain and Russia 
might have weeked the Congress but for the great tact Bis- 
marck displayed as president. 

The conditions of the preliminary treaties were confirmed 
and, to a large extent, the Congress of Berlin proved a court 
of registration. Big Bulgaria was not formed. Eastern 
Roumelia was kept under Turkish suzerainty, but it was to 
be organized by a Commission of the Powers. Macedonia 
was restored to Turkey. Russia got Southern Bessarabia and 
the three towns in Asia Minor, and undertook not to fortify 
Batoum. Great Britain received Cyprus as ‘ a place of arms 
which would enable her the more easily to prevent Russian 


* Life of Salisbury, Vol. II, p. 231. 
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Russia, finding herself checked in Europe, diverted her 
attention to the Middle East and her intrigues in Persia and 
Afghanistan seemed seriously to threaten tire security of the 
North-West Frontier of India. Resentment at the failure of 
Germany to support her cause led Russia to seek other friends ; 
t he estrangement between Russ ia and Germany which rer 
suited fro m the Treaty of Be rll h was a rem o te cause of th e 
Dual Entente of 1893 hetween France and Russia and th e 
consequ ent TrH)Le Eniente of igoyEetween Great Britain, 
Russkiand France " Fo some~^'eht the Treat y of Berlin 
marks a further step towards t he— Gre at 

The main result of the Treaty of Berlin was the establish- 
ment of national Slav states in the Balkans. The national 
feeling in Bulgaria, which Beaconsfield had utterly failed to 
appreciate, proved too strong to be resisted. In 1885 Eastern 
Roumelia was joined to Bulgaria and thus the formation of 
Big Bulgaria, which the Treaty of Berlin had prevented in 
1878, was actually accomplished only seven years later, 
Roumania became a kingdom in 1881 and Serbia in 1882. 
But these Slav kingdoms did not become in any way depen- 
dencies of Russia nor did they form a Slav union of the Balkan 
States. Great jealousy arose between them and, although 
the Concert of Etirope tried to reconcile their differences, 
frequent wars disturt)ed the peace of South-Eastern Europe. 

The promises that were made and the undertakings that 
were given at Berlin were often broken. Turkey of course 
did not keep her promise to give fair treatment to the Armen- 
ians, and Great Britain failed in her undertaking to secure it. 
The Powers did not ensure the establishment of good govern- 
ment in Macedonia. Roumania did not fulfil her promise 
to grant political equality to Jews. Russia fortified Batoum 
in 1886. 

But Beaconsfield had obviously succeeded in curbing the 
power of Russia and his assertion that he had secured for 
Great Britain ‘ Peace \rith Honour ' was accepted by many 
as correct. Subsequent events showed that although he had 
acted with great vigoiu: and made British influence a power 
in Europe he had brought neither Peace to Europe nor Honour 
to Great Britain. But the revival of the system of Congresses 
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and Stewart, who held Candahar, but before a settlement 
could be effected Beaconsfield had ceased to be Prime Minister. 

South Africa offered another field for aggressive action. 
Lord Carnarvon, the Colonial Secretary, strongly favoured the 
South Africa ^^f^^^sion of British power and advocated the 
establishment of a Union of South Africa which 
should include the whole of the extreme south of the con- 
tinent. In accordance with this policy Sir TheophUus 
Shepstone annexed the Transvaal on April 12th, 1877. His 
action roused the strong opposition of the great majority of 
the inhabitants although it probably saved the country from 
an attack by the Zulus. Sir Bartle Frere, the High com- 
missioner of South Africa, possibly owing to the danger of a 
Zulu invasion of the Transvaal and Natal, demanded that 
Cetewayo, the war-like king of Zululand, should accept the 
suzerainty of Great Britain and disband his powerful armies. 
Cetewayo refused to comply and Zululand was invaded. 
British feeling was exasperated by a Zulu victory over Lord 
Chelmsford at Isandiwana on January 22nd, 1879, but on 
the same day the heroic defence of Rorke’s Drift by a mere 
handful of British soldiers kept the victorious Zulus from 
entering Natal. Lord Chelmsford atoned for his defeat by 
completely routing Cetewayo at Ulundi on July 4th and this 
victory ended the war. Zululand became a British protec- 
torate, but the grave doubts felt by many as to the justice of 
the action of Sir Bartle Frere and the general exasperation 
that was caused by the mismanagement of the early operations 
greatly weakened Beaconsfield’s government. 

Disraeli’s foreign policy was based on his Imperialism: ‘ Our 
duty is to maintain the Empire of England (which can) alone 
Disraeli’s give it (Britain) that ascendancy in the councils 
Foreign FoUcyof Europe which will secure peace ’. His foreign 
policy was therefore marked by hostility to Russia whose 
policy in the Near East seemed to threaten India. But his 
Imperialism sometimes degenerated into Jingoism, and he did 
not seem to appreciate the appalling results that would follow 
W'ar between Russia and Great Britain. He failed to see that 
Turkey could no longer be regarded as a ‘ bulwark of chdli- 
-zation against barbarism and his attempt to maintain the 
7 
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integrity of Turkej’ as a barrier agjunst Russia proved a 
failure. He aggravated the ill feeling which had long existed 
between Russia and Great Britain, and the resentment which 
the Treaty of Berlin aroused at Constantinople made it easier 
for Germany to establish friendly relations with the Porte. 
He left to his successors a legacy of difficulties in EgiT^' 
Afghanistan and South Africa and the net results of his policy 
(the acquisition of Cj'prus and the Queen’s new title of Empress 
of India) were inadequate. But his polic}' in re-establishing 
the Concert of Europe without committing Great Britain to 
a dose alliance with any foreign Power was sound, and the 
revived Congress System was destined to render real service 
to the cause of European peace. 

The prestige of Great Britain was greatly strengthened by 
Disraeli. Bismarck w-as much impressed by the development 
of Imperialism and by the successful resistance that Disraeli 
oSered to Russian aggression. In 1879 he made ov'erturcs 
for an alliance between Germany and Great Britain in the 
hope that, if war broke out with France, Germany would 
secure the support of the British Navy. But no alliance was 
made because Great Britain was averse to any arrangement 
which would hami>er her freedom of action and an ^ance 
with Germany wodd involve a recognition of the permanence 
of the German occupation of Alsace and Lorraine. Bismarck 
therefore on October 7th, 1879, made the Dual Alliance with 
Austria which gave a new direction to European pol^cv^ 



CHAPTER VIII 

GLADSTONE’S SECOND MINISTRY, 1880-1885 


B EACONSFIELD’S ministry had fallen largely o\ving 
to the expense of the Afghan and Zulu wars which, 
as Gladstone asserted, had ‘ plunged the country into 
a series of deficits The aggressive policy of the former 
government had caused great dissatisfaction ; the new govern- 
ment, in which Granville became Foreign Secretary, was 
compelled to deal with difficult problems that arose out of 
recent events in Berlin, Egypt, Afghanistan and the Transvaal. 
It reversed Beaconsfield’s policy in Afghanistan and South 
Africa, but was compelled by circumstances to follow it 
elsewhere. 

The Treaty of Berlin was enforced TOth difficulty. The 
Russian newspapers protested vigorously against the terms 
Enforcement Treaty. The Czar reinstated Pan-Slavists 

of the Treaty in office and they deliberately delayed the evacu- 
ot Berlin ation of the Balkans by Russian troops. But the 
Powers stood firm and by resolute action compelled Turkey 
to agree to certain modifications of the Treaty which circum- 
stances rendered necessary. Montenegro had failed to secure 
a portion of Albania which had been granted to her at Berlin. 
In 1881 the Powers resolved that Dulcigno, which had been 
assigned to Turkey in 187S, should be given to Montenegro 
as compensation. The Sultan refused to give up Dulcigno ; 
the Allied fleets made a demonstration off the coast of Albania 
which proved ineffective. The Powers then threatened to 
seize the customs at Smyrna and the Sultan therefore agreed 
to give up Dulcigno. Greece failed to secure the rectification 
of her northern frontier and determined to enforce her rights 
by war. A meeting of the Powers, held in February 1881, 
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claimed. A settlement on these lines was effected by Salisbury 
in July 1885. 

.-^The problem of Eg5^t proved difficult and led to serious 
estrangement between Great Britain and France. The 
Efij-pt position of Egypt on the route to India, the 
purchase of the Khedive’s shares in the Suez 
Canal,^ and the great use made of the Canal by British shipping 
gave Great Britain a vital interest in the welfare of Egypt. 
But since 1830 France had been striving to strengthen her 
influence in the Mediterranean. Her attempt to take advan- 
tage of Mehemet All’s, position had been frustrated bj' Pal- 
merston.*^ France had annexed Algeria in 1842 and the 
annexation had been formally recognized by Great Britain. 
The secret Anglo-Russian Convention which preceded the 
Treaty of Berlin ® had caused great resentment in France and, 
to ensure the maintenance of friendly relations vuth that 
country, Salisbury had promised not to interfere wth French 
interests in Egypt and had recognized the right of France to 
establish predominant influence in Tunis which she succeeded 
in doing in 1881. France considered that the construction 
of the Suez Canal by the French engineer, De Lesseps, gave 
her a special right of intervention in Egypt, and felt bound 
to protect the interests of French shareholders who had in- 
vested large sums in Egj'ptian bonds. The problem of Egypt, 
which formed part of the Turkish Empire, was further com- 
plicated by the fact that the action taken by the Great Powers 
in the Congress of Berlin had established a precedent of interfer- 
ence in the affairs of Turkey. 

The Dual Control,* to which the Eg 37 ptians strongly 
objected, resulted in the emplojunent of some twelve hundred 
Arab! Pasha, foreign officials, and commercial concessions had 
18S2 to the residence in Eg^^pt of a considerable 

number of foreign merchants. Growing resentment at the 
increase of the European population led to the formation 
of an Egyptian national party which demanded ' Egypt for 
the Eg3T)tians’. The favour shovm to Turkish as distinct 
from Egyptian officers and the miserable pay, which v’as often 
in arrears, caused great dissatisfaction in the army of the 

1 p. 68. » p. 32. * p. 79. ‘ p. 69. 
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Khedive and a revolt, headed by Arabi Pasha, the War 
Jlinistcr, broke out in 1SS2. The rising, originally roili- 
tary, expanded into a national movement to deliver Kg^'pt 
from foreign control and Arabi became practically mler of 
Egj'pt. On June nth the rebels seir-cd Alexandria, imissacred 
sixty Europeans, and creeled fortifications to command the 

harbour. . V*K. , T, 

The rising vitallj* affected the position of Great Bntain. 

The British .Ambassador at Constantinople, Lord DuEerin, 
bad assured the Sultan that his government vished to main- 
tain ' the full integrity of the Sultan’s rights ' over EgJTl^' 
and that its sole objects were to protect the Su« Canal 
and to establish capable native government in Eg>'pt. The 
Sultan, who ' hated ' the French, offered to give to Great 
Britain ' the c.xclusivc control and administration of Egypt ’. 
Gladstone and Granville refused the offer wliich Queen 
Victoria strongly urged them to accept. 

The situation in A!c.xandria called for prompt action a.nd 
Great Britain incited France and Italy to co-operate vith 
her in restoring order. Both declined and Granville, impatient 
of the ‘ diplomatic futilities ' of the Powers and anxious to 
protect the Suez Canal, determined to restore order b}' force. 
On July nth, 1SS2, a British squadron under Admiral Sir 
Beauchamp Seymour bombarded Alexandria. Arabi’s troops 
evacuated the town which A^-as occupied by British troops. 
' So soon as the bombardment began the French fleet steamed 
away in virtuous disgust.' * 

British ministers wished to secure good government for 
Egypt, but did not wish to occupy the country because they 
were un^rillingto increase their territory in the l^Iediterranean, 
to arouse the jealousy of France, or to incur the hca\y cost 
of occupation. The government seemed unable to decide 
upon a dcfmite policj' and its ovm indecision added to its 
difficulties. 

Arabi remained in the field and until he was crushed Egjpt 
jCouId not hope for goo d governm ent. Contrary to his owm 
desires Gladstone waswmpelled to carrj' on the work which 
had begun at Alexandria, and a successful campaign by Sii 

^ Cambridge History of British Foreign Policy, Vol. Ill, p. 171. 
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Garnet Wolseley ended in the complete defeat of Arabi at 
Tel-el-Kebir on September 13th, 1882. 

Her inter\’’ention had made Great Britain responsible for 
the good government of Egypt. She was anxious to secure 
the co-operation of France, but France refused to co-operate 
and did all she could to prevent Great Britain from making 
a satisfactory settlement. 

Lord Dufferin was sent to Egypt in December 1882 to 
reform the government. He urged that, as far as possible. 
Lord Doflerin Egyptians should govern Egypt and that a system 
and Egj-pt, of local and parliamentary institutions should be 
established. But British control was still neces- 
sary as the Egyptians were not yet capable of self-government, 
and the result of Lord Dufferin’s work was, in practice, the 
establishment of British supremacy. In January 1883 the 
Dual Control was abolished and replaced by a single foreign 
official. Gramdlle invited France to make the first nomin- 
ation ; when France refused to nominate. Major Evel5m 
Baring was appointed Consul-General. France viewed these 
changes with deep concern and regarded them as a prelude 
to the transference of Egypt into a British protectorate. To 
allay the fears of France Granville assured the Powers that 
the British government aimed solely at the establishment of 
an effective native government and definitely promised that, 
as soon as possible, the British troops who now formed an army 
of occupation should be -withdrawn from Egypt, 

Difficulties that arose in the Soudan postponed the with- 
drawal of the British troops. The Soudan belonged to Egypt, 
Gordon nnd but the inhabitants had been so cruelly oppressed 
the sondon Khedive's officials that Mohammed Ahmed, 

a fanatic who claimed to be the Mahdi or Messiah, easily 
gained their enthusiastic support and made himself master 
of -the whole of the Soudan, with the exception of a few places 
where Egyptian garrisons continued to hold out. The 
Khedive wished to reconquer the country and sent General 
Hicks with an army’^ of ten thousand ill-equipped Egyptian 
troops to overthrow the Mahdi. Hicks' army was utterly 
destroyed in the Soudanese desert on JTove mber 5th, 1883. 
The Khedive determined to assert his^^^auiBcJrity ' oveFme 
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Soudan, but the British government absolutely forbade any 
further expeditions and compelled Tewfik to abandon the idea 
of reconquering the lost teriitory. But the Egyptian gamsons 
who %vere still holding out had to be saved, and for this purpose, 
and for this purpose alone, the Cabinet sent out General 
Charles George Gordon who had governed the Soudan succ^s- 
fully from 1877 to 1879, and whose brilliant work in putting 
down the Taiping revolt had gained him the nickname of 
‘ Chinese Gordon On arrirang at Cairo Gordon was appointed 

by the Khedive Governor-General of the Soudan and, as 
such, he determined not only to keep the Egyptian gamsons 
in the Soudan, but to ‘ smash the Mahdi ’ and regain the 
Soudan for the Khedive. His impulsive character led him 
absolutely to disregard the definite instructions he had re- 
ceived from the British government. The latt er ought eithe r 
t o have recalled G ordon at once, oi^.to have givCT him laj^g, 
army, orto hav e allowe'd him to secure theTielp o f Zeb^ 
iPSha in spite of the fact that /iebehr had earned unen'vriable 
notoriety as a slave-trader. But the government dela }^ 
^action ; ' it seems ’, said Salisbury', ' a matter 01 positive 
physical pain for the government to come to any resolution . 
At last, in MayiS^, it ordered Gordon to evacuate Khartoum. 
The order Vame too late, for the city was now closely besieged 
by the forces of the Mahdi. A relief expedition ought to have 
been sent at once, but again the- government procrastinated. 
An expedition was sent early in 1885 ; it arrived in sight of 
Khartoum on J anuary 2 7th only to find that Gordon had 
been slain two da^"betore after holding out for three hundred 
and seventeen days. Gordon admitted that he had ‘ been 
very insubordinate to Her Majesty’s Government ' and his 
o^vn insubordination was the main cause of his death. The 
government, knowing Gordon's peculiar temperament, made 
a serious mistake in appointing him. Having appointed him 
they failed to send him speedy relief and for this failure they 
were justly condenmed. After the death of Gordon the 
British government withdrew its troops from the Soudan 
but took measures to defend the Southern Frontier of 
EgJTt- 

Further difficulties arose owing to the development of 
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colonial policy both in Germany and France. Bismarck's 
Colonial interests were European and his great objects were 
Expansion of to ensure the internal development of Germany 
Germany maintain peace. In 1873 he said that 

' colonies would, pnly^ be .a cause of weakness,^ to Germany, 
anS as late as 1884 he declared, * I am not a colony, ma n.L 
But he found himself forced to eifibark on a policy of colonial 
expansion partly to secure new markets for German trade, 
partly to provide homes under the German flag for the large 
number of emigrants who left the Fatherland every year. 
France had always realized the importance of colonial expan- 
sion and Jules Ferrj^ during his second ministry from February 
1883 toTilarch i885| gave a great impetus to the movement. 
Bismarck viewed this new development ivith favour because 
he felt that if France was devoted to colonial expansion she 
would have less time to think about Alsace and Lorraine. 


^Much of the most valuable portion of Africa belonged to 
the British Empire, but vast portions were still available for 
The Scramble colonization. The nations of Europe now took 
for Africa part in a ‘ Scramble for Africa ', and in 1881 forty- 
one expeditions were sent to explore and, if advisable, to 
establish claims. The Scramble for Africa often led to disputes 
between Great Britain, who to some extent was the man in 


possession, and France and Germany. 

Great Britain had neglected to occupy the land lying 
immediately to the north of the Orange Kver and in 1868 
had refused a request from the German Missionary Societj^, 
wliich had settled in Namaqua and Damara Lands, to annex 
their territory. In 1S83 Luderitz, a Bremen merchant, 
occupied Angra Pequena and two hundred and fifteen square 
miles of territory lying north of the Orange River. The 
people of Cape Colony strongly objected to the establishment 
of a German colony on their borders, but on April 24th, 1884 , 
Bismarck proclaimed a German protectorate over the coast 
from Angra Pequena to the Orange River. The same thing 
happened in Western Africa. The British government had 
refused to take some of the native chiefs under its protection, 
but Dn__NachtigMl made treaties uith them and founded a 
settlement in the Cameroons;, which Bismarck declared to be 
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a German colony in October 1S84. In the same }^ear Dr. 
Peters landed at Zanzibar and obtained from the Sultan a 
rgrant of sixty thousand square miles. This proved the 
beginning of German East Africa. 

Serious difficulties arose in regard to New Guinea which 
the Australians were anxious to incorporate in the British 
New Guinea, Empire. In April 1883 the go%'emment of 
J881 Queensland had annexed a portion of the island, 

but the British government declared this action to be ' null 
in point of law and not to be admitted in point of policy . 
But a British protectorate was proclaimed in the South of 
New Guinea on November 6th, 1884. A month later the 
Germans took possession of the North of the island and the 
name of Kaiser Wilhelm’s Land was given to the new colony. 

Great Britain objected to the establishment of German 
colonies which would certainly prejudice the development of 
British trade and might, in some cases, lead to frontier ffis- 
putes. But the failure of the British government to seize 
favotuable opportimities to extend the Empire had given to 
Germany chances of which she had taken full advantage ; 
recent events in Egypt had made France bitterly hostile to 
Great Britain and in the circumstances the government was 
forced to adopt a conciliatory policy which aroused great in- 
dignation in Cape Colony and Australia. DerhSL^who had 
left the Conservative party and was now Colonial Secreta ry 
in Gladstone's gover nment, hoping to secure the support of 
Gerinany for the En&sh policy in Egypt, formany agreed to 
riie ahhexaSoiT bv Germ any of ivalier \^iSeIiin^sT-^ldr~th 5 
Camcroons and AngraJPequena, but suwessfuI^Teiisted the 
attempt of Germany to secure St. Lucia Bay in Zululand and 
the Portuguese Colony of Delagoa Bay. Zanzibar had not yet 
become an official German Colony and the British East Africa 
Company was formed to' maintain British interests and to 
check the action of the German East Africa Company. 

The extension of European influence along the valley of 
the Congo was another phase of the ‘ Scramble for Africa ’. 
The coafio Usury Stanley had explored the Congo as the 
agent of King Leopold II of Belgium, and his 
reports were so favourable that, in 1883, the King established 
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the Congo Free State as his own property and not as a Belgian 
Colony. Wn 1882 the explorations of De Brazza led to the 
formation of a vast French colony, which occupied a con- 
siderable portion of territory lying between the Congo Free 
State and the Atlantic Ocean. The problem was further com- 
plicated when Portugal advanced a claim to certeiin rights 
in the upper reaches of the Congo ; Great Britain recognized 
the claim in the hope that the establishment of Portuguese 
influence would prevent a further extension of the French 
colony.'-^n November 5th, 1883, P ortugal formally claimed 
righ te over the mo uth of the Congo and thus tlureatened to 
JlrmFrire powers ot na\ag atio n hitherto enjoyed by other 
Eur^eanjQaiiojQa^ 

Granville tried to settle the difficult problems that had 
arisen by an agreement nath Portugal, and on February 26th, 
1884, a Treaty was made between Great Britain and Portugal 
in which these 'countries asserted their sole right to control 
the narigation of the Congo. Bismarck naturally protested 
against such a claim and, on the suggestion of France and 
Germany, an Internation al C onference met in Berlin from 
November 1884 to FebruafyiSS^ t o deal with the que.stion. 
The Conference resolved that no occupation of territory should 
be recognized unless it was made effective by the presence of 
troops or officials of the occup}dng Power. It decided that 
the narigation of the Congo and the Niger should be free 
to all nations ; it recognized Leopold II as the personal owner 
of the Congo Free State a nd pa^ed measures for the suppres - 
sion ot slavery and the slave trade . The Concert of Europe 
nad agam proveX its worth. ~ 

Gladstone had strongly denounced the annc.xation of the 
Transvaal and encouraged the Boers to hope for the early 
The Trons- restoration of their independence. But British 
vast, 1881 officials reported that the country was not ready 
for self-government and Wolseley told the Boers that the 
' Vaal would flow back through the Drakenbeig ' before the 
British would give up the Transvaal. The disappointment of 
their hopes led the Boers to take up arms, and on February' 
26th, 1S81, they defeated a small British force in a skirmish 
at Majuba Hill, where General George Colley was killed. As 
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effected a settlement of the difficult question of the 
Congo. 

v-'Tlie policy of the Government had not strengthened the 
position of Great Britain in Europe. France was embittered 
by British policy in Egypt although that policy was largely 
determined by tlie refusd of France to co-operate ; feeling 
ran so high in France that in 1883 the Prince of Wales was 
compelled to defer a visit to Paris owing to the strong hostility 
the Parisians felt towards Great Britain.'*'^ Russia was angry 
because her extension in Central Asia had been checked and 
the common hostility of France and Russia towards Great 
Britain contributed to the establishment of the Dual Entente 
between Russia and France in i893.'^In 1879 Bismarck had 
made unofficial overtures for an alliance between Germany, 
Austria and Great Britain. But the resentment which his 
colonial policy had aroused in Great Britain and the opposition, 
weak though it was, which British statesmen had offered led 
him to adopt an attitude of defence if not of hostility, and to 
confirm the Drcikaiserbtcnd of i88r by the agreement made 
by the Emperors of Russia, Austria and the German Emperor 
at Skierniewice on September 15th, 1884. 
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position. Bismarck's policy since 1871 had been defensive. 
Bismarck and He lived in Constant fear that France would 
Great Britain attempt to rccovcr Alsace-Lorraine and knew that 
a mourning weath still hung on the statue of Strasburg in 
the Place de la Concorde. He felt that Germany was in con- 
stant danger of a double attack from Russia on the East and 
from France on the West. ' The impression prevails said 
Salisbury, / that Germany is in genuine terror at a' possible 
union between France md Russia.’ “ Bisfiiarck was tli'erSor’e 
mxious to keep on good terms with Russia and in 1884 he 
made his first ‘ Reinsurance Treaty ’ with her. Common fear 
of Russia was a bond of Union between Austria and Germany, 


and the Triple Alliance had been made between Germany, 
Austria and Italy in 1882 partly as a protection against a 
possible attack from Russia. Jn 1884 Bismarck str en gthen ed 
his po sition by persuading the three Emperors to confifm'th^ 
Jf a/serSimrf 'at'SkierniewiceT'' But the position was unstable, 
the interests of the Triple Alliance and the Kaiserbtind were 
not identical and, in the event of war, the goodwU of Britain 
might prove the deciding factor. While rece nt events in 
An gra Peouena and Zan zibar had led Bismarck to suggest to 
Turkey that she should c lose the Dardanelles it war broke 
ouF betwem^ritain and Russia and to otter France diplomatic 
support in Eg ypt, he felt that the chance of securing tlie friend- 
ship of Britain must not be recklessly thrown away. His 
policy towards this country was somewhat erratic. Sometimes 


his attitude, particularly in regard to colonial problems, was 


unsympathetic ; at other times he did all he could to induce 
Salisbury to make an alliance wth Austria in the hope that if 
their conflicting interests in the Balkans led to war between 
Austria and Russia, Great Britain would support the former 
while Germany looked on. Salisbury flatly refused to adopt 
a policy by which Germany would obviously profit. Nor 
would he join the Triple Alliance althoug h in 1^ 7 he, to some 
e.xtent, abandoned the policy of isolation by making, not an 
alliance, but an agreement -with Austria, Germany and Italy 
to maintain thelranis quo m theTSIediterranean and Baltic 
Seas. But his action did not conunit Great Britain to any- 
thing more than friendly co-operation and when Italy, who 
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viewed with ili-.tns-.t {]><' r.vtCHMon r.f jKtWer sd IVxnee ifi 
Ttuiis, jin^-vj^d Jiijti in jtwke ft ck*'.* r Ik* ft! yd lit'C'.’iU'-''! 

' Kisftlaud never pffimnei tnnUrird a‘<M=*aiii'c in vifv> of sn 
unrrrinin w.ir ' 

T!ie Tuple AlliaiKi* wft*. jf«nv <-4 >n f-Vftraaj v 1« 

Jiiiic jh'H; f’.i'jnnrtk ni-idc a Urm'tjran*'** Treaty vviUt 

niiwwnt Rnvi.t pits', itlina tfsat >f one Coinmy wriit tf* v-vir 
«n<i nR«»iii (,iJ,».-r diriiild 4>5>'.<ive iK-nevoVat ncntial'ty. 

Tltc rt“snlt of ihsv treaty wa-*. 'e<'n m tlss* early ^npjysft 
inarck^lj.ave to Alesandrr 111 ':- jxslsey jn F?!iS!.'anT^, v.Tsctft 
ku*-y.'tn mlnijsfc trial Idulsiart.rn '-ttitsj^'fiiiie. , J.'ul led to fh.aos. 
After Kue«4a find ronijs'-Hetl ITinve Ai'van'ler of 
to nfHjic.a!i'. lli-r thiora.' had Km oifcjed ui te?? t‘» Ptiitte 
Terditiantl of rohunp ic::'!'"'! th*,* -cf 

Ferdinand who w.is •■tipjvirted hy tTreal Britarnrind Anflpa- 
TtTT'tlsrtKrry TS;^'*t Ihtinartk w-irn'*.] Rt!'‘.!a that a war again't 
AuMria would prohahly mean war with Germany. At 
Salisbury'« sui'.tttr.tion the I'owm rr'ftn;**!! to ^upJ>;^rt Rtwias 
dfinand that a piole^t .agtntut I'crdinan'Tf. elcetion should Lv 
Sscnt to the Sultan, the vu/erain of Bulgarin, .nnil i'eniinand 
kept his tlirone. Great Britain h.ad rr.T'^on to regret her aelion 
when, in 1915, Ferdinasid joined Gtnnrmy and Austria in the 
Grc.at W.ar. 

TI1C ’ Old ' Fmperor William 1 dinl on 'farch 0!)i, iSSS. 
)iis son the Emi>cror Frederick died rsn June 15th and William 
rioiwMj Isecainc German Emiseror. The impnKtvr 

Aiiisac* «>«- character of the young Enijicror and the unfriendly 
nriTninftS' ftttjtudc he had taken up towtirds Great Britain 
t^Tinatsy, filled Salwhury with apprelicnsion for the future. 

‘_^I caiysec the syacosyml tyith svhHe^^ior^yy’ But 
Bismarck was still haiiirted b\F{jio fear of aT^rench invasion, 
lie was greatly pcrturlK*d by tlie fiolicy of Gcnml Boulanger 
wlio had been IMinistcr of W.ar. Boulanger, who received 
substantial financial support from the Duchesse d’Uze-s and 
other leading Monarchists, fonned a Xationa! jrarty which 
aimed at suppressing the Republic, and it is jwssible that 
Boulanger wished to become bead of the state. The move- 
ment appeared dangerous to Germany and the election of 
Boulanger as deputy for Paris in 1SS9 seemed to make the 
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danger acute. Bismarck knew that Britain had very serious 
difficulties not only, as usual, with Russia and France, but 
also with the United States. He thought the moment was 
opportune for another attempt to make an alliance between 
Great Britain and Germany. In January 1889 he instructed 
Count Hatafelt, the German ambassador in London, to try 
to induce Salisbury to conclude an alliance which would 
protect Germany and Great Britain from an attack on either 
by France. But no offer was made of German help if Russia 
attacked Great Britain. Salisbury courteously declined the 
offer because British public opinion would not sanction ‘ an' 
engagement to make war upon a neighbouring country upon! 
an issue not only unarrived but undefined; and in which, 
when it did arrive, England might prove to have no concern 
Chamberlain, in a conversation mth the Austrian ambassador, 
said that Britain would not pull the chestnuts out of the fire 
for Germany, and roundly declared ‘ We cannot trust 
Bismarck 


In spite of this rebuff Bismarck remained on friendly terms 
%vith Great Britain. It is possible that his refusal to renew 
the Reinsurance Treaty %vith Russia, which expired in i8go, 
was due to a desire to maintain friendship with tliis country. 
It is certain that in 1891 when the Triple Alliance was renewed 
Italy and Austria did all they could to induce Great Britain 
to join. But Salisbmy again refused. 

Salisbury, who like Castlereagh, was not only a British but 
a European statesman, readil}’’ co-operated with any attempts 
The Concert make the Concert of Europe effective, and Rose- 
ot Europe, bery, who was Foreign Secretary in Gladstone’s 
1885-6 Third Ministr}' from February to August 1886,1 
adopted tire same policy. Great Britain was one of t he! 
Powers who, in 18S5, compelled^er bi a and Bulgaria to m a^ 
pSce] in April^ 586 ~she was a pSrty to the recognitiolTby 
Tthe' leading states of Europe of ' the Prince of Bulgaria ' as 
governor of Eastern Roumelia and joined in compelling 
Turkey and Bulgaria to cancel an agreement they had made 
for mutual military aid. In Slay Rosebery sent a squadron 
to blockade the Greek ports and thus compelled Greece to 
renounce her intention again to attack Turkey. But in June 
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on the East and the Congo Free State on the West. Great 
Britain resisted the claim not only because it involved German 
domination in the Nile Valley but because it was a direct 
challenge to the rights which she had acquired OTOng to the 
work of Cecil Rhodes in Northern Rhodesia and of Sir Harry 
Johnston in Nyasaland. A German protectorate had been 
set up in Witu in 1886 and this prevented the expansion of the 
British Colony along the coast and gave Germany another 
claim on Uganda as the hinterland of Witu. 

Difi&culties had also arisen in regard to Samoa where the 
German and British consuls strove to secure all possible ad- 
samoa 1889 '''^tages for their respective coimtries. King 
Malietoa favoured Britain and the attempt of the 
German consul to replace him by a supporter of Germany led 
to civil war. The over-zealous German consul was mthdra^vn 
by Bismarck, and in 1889 an agreement between Great Britain, 
the United States and Germany provided that Samoa should 
be an independent kingdom under the rule of Malietoa and 
that the three foreign powers should have equal rights in the 
island. 

The much-discussed treaty of 1890 led to a settlement. 
By that treaty Germany agreed that Zanzibar should be a 
The Treaty British protectorate and gave up all claim t o Witu . 
of 1890 Ugan da an d Nyasaland ; Britain consented to a 
slight extension of the German colony of Togoland and gave 
Germany access to the River Zambesi. Britain also ceded 
Heligoland, which had become of importance to Germany as 
it commanded the entrance to the ICiel Canal. The treaty 
displeased extremists in both countries. Many Germans 
failed to realize the naval importance of Heligoland and 
resented the loss of the colonies which the courage and en- 
durance of such explorers as Peters had helped to found. 

‘ Germanj'- they said, ‘ has given two kingdoms in exchange 
for a bath tub Queen Victoria and many of her subjects 
condemned the first cession of any portion of the British 
Empire which had been made in time of peace, and particularly 
regretted the loss of a naval base so near to the English coast. 
Salisburj'- pointed out that under this arrangement ' the whole 
of (Africa) outside the confines of Abyssinia and Gallaland will 
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be under British influence up to Khartoum Britain had 
gained a considerable increase in territory and had maintained 
her hold on the Kile Valley. But she was to find Heligoland 
a thorn in the flesh in the Great War. 

France and Great Britain were at issue in Africa, America 
and the Pacific Ocean, 

The French had gradually strengthened their influence m 
Madagascar and English traders resented the serious losses 
they were suffering owing to the adoption of pro- 
Madagosenr ^-jjich formed an important feature of 

French colonial policy. In December 1885 a treat}’^ \vas con- 
cluded which gave to France a large measure of control over 
the foreign policy of the island. 

In Northern Africa the French aimed at extending their 
territory eastward from Senegal to the Nile. Between 1882 
France and ond 18S5 the French strengthened their influence 
the Sahara along the River Senegal and secured access to Labe 
Tchad. They thus obtained much of the hinterland of the 
British colonies of Gambia, Sierra Leone and the Gold Coast. 
The development of these colonies was hampered by the fact 
that they found themselves confined between the sea and 
the territorj’’ which France had recently acquired. The 
rivalry of the Royal Niger Company, which was founded in 
1882 to maintain British influence, somewhat hindered the 
operations of the French, but by 1890 they had greatly 
improved their position in the Sahara. 

In iSgo the French, who in 1862 had agreed with Great 
Britain to recognize the independence of the Sultan of ZaMi- 
Franco-Brit- demanded compensation for the British’ 

ish Treaty, protectorate which had just been established in 
1890 country.^ A colonial agreement was made. 

The French recognized the British protectorate in Zanzibar 
and the supremacy ivhich the activity of the Royal Niger 
Company had secured for Great Britain in the Haussa states. 
Salisbmy recognized the French protectorate in Madagascar, 
which had been virtually established by the treaty of Decem- 
ber 1885, and accepted the hinterland of Algeria as coming 
within the French sphere of influence. His ' graceful con- 

* p. 101. 
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cession ’ was prompted by a desire to establish better relations 
between France and England which were now on terms of 
bitter hostility. But it failed to effect this purpose because 
of serious differences that remained as to the administration 
of Egypt and the fishing rights claimed by French fishermen 
in Newfoundland. It was adversely criticized on the ground 
that Salisbury had ceded much without securing any ad- 
vantages for Great Britain. Although the agreement failed 
in its primary object of improving the relations between the 
two countries it is doubtful if Great Britain reaUy lost much. 
The French protectorate had already been established in 
Madagascar in fact if not in name, and the new arrangement 
explicitly protected the rights which had been secured for 
British traders by former treaties in Madagascar ; the hinter- 
land of Algeria was largely desert. The attempt of the 
French to stop the development of the British colonies on the 
West coast of Africa was checked. 

The French were endeavouring to make Northern Africa 
into a great French Empire extending from the Congo to the 
France and Mediterranean and from the Senegal to the Nile. 
Egyptt 1887 xiie British occupation of Egypt and the attempt 
to establish the influence of Great Britain in the whole of the 
Nile Valley seemed certain to prevent the colonial expansion 
at which France was aiming. In Egypt, therefore, France 
continued her policy of factious opposition, which Salisbury 
justly described as ‘ pure cussedness ’. But Sir Evelyn 
Baring’s brilliant financial policy proved successful in spite 
of the efforts of France to thwart it by exercising her right to 
criticize the financial policy of Egypt, and improvement in 
finances meant that money was at last available for equipping 
the Egyptian army which British sergeant-majors were 
gradually making into an efficient fighting force. 

In 1887 an attempt made by France to weaken the authority 
of Great Britain in Eg3'pt produced the opposite effect. 
France particularly resented the presence of the British army 
of occupation, and in January 1887 Salisbury sent Sir H. 
Drununond Wolff to Constantinople to arrange with the Sultan 
satisfactory conditions for its withdrawal. An agreement was 
concluded between Turkey and Great Britain wlfich provided 
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that the British army shoiild be •svithdra\vn after three years, 
but that Great Britain should ’ retain a treaty right of inter- 
vention if at any time either internal peace or external security 
should be seriously threatened Salisbury felt that a longer 
occupation was desirable in the interests of Eg3T)t, but he 
was anxious to free Great Britain from her engagements in 
Eg5T3t wliich infuriated France and gave Bismarck an oppor- 
tunity of fishing in troubled waters. But he insisted on the 
right of intervention and re-entry in order to prevent the 
collapse of the sj’stem which, to the great benefit of the people. 
Great Britain had established in Eg}T>t. But France objected 
to the right of intervention which Salisbuiv'’ claimed ^d put 
such pressure upon the Sultan that he refused to ratify the 
Convention. The onl3’' result of the action of France was 
that the British occupation of Eg^^Jt was indefinitely pro- 
longed. 

Circumstances soon arose that showed that Egypt was stiu 
dependent upon British support. In iSS8 the Khalifa, who 
The Khauia, had succceded the Mahdi, ha^’ing established his 
IBS8-9 power in the Southern Soudan, determined to 
conquer Egyptian territorj' and attacked Suakin, the only 
town m the Eastern Soudan which the Khedive had retained 
after the death of Gordon. The Khalifa's forces were routed 
outside Suakin on December 21st by a mixed force of British 
and Egyptian troops. The Khalifa made another attempt in 
i8Sg, but his army was defeated at Toski. The Britirii 
sergeant-majors had done their work well and the remodelled 
Eg^tian army proved its worth. But it was clear that the 
Khalifa was still determined to extend his territory at the 
expense of Eg37pt, and this constant danger, together vith the 
utter incapacitj’ of the ruling dasses in Egypt, made the con- 
tinuance of the British occupation essential for the safety of 
the country. By inducing the Sultan to reject the Con- 
vention of 1887 the French had rendered valuable service to 
Egypt. 

^ J ^malfland gave France another opportunity of inflicting 
. phi prick upon the British lion. A naval officer ran up the 
> French flag at Dongarita, a desolate spot on the coast of 
Somaliland where the Union Jack was already fljrng. This 
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little difficulty was solved by the action of a wandering native 
who stole both the flags. 

Further differences arose between France and Great Britain 
about the New Hebrides, Morocco and Newfoundland. 

In 1878 the respective governments had agreed that neither 
should occupy the N ew Hebrides. But quarrels arose between 
Tho New French and British traders and in Jiuie 1886 the 
Hebrides, French landed troops to protect their countr5mien. 
1886-8 Further trouble was caused by disputes as to land 
between the French Hebrides Company and the native 
Christian mission, and Australia protested strongly against 
the attempt of Frapee to extend her influence in the Pacific. 
The French were reluctant to withdraw their troops but 
yielded to Salisbury’s representations and evacuated the 
islands in March 1888. 

The extension of French authority in the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean largely accounts for the suspicion wth which she was 
regarded by Italy who, in 1887, had vainly tried to induce 
Great Britain to join the Triple Alliance and thus to secure her 
aid if war broke out between Italy and France. Great Britain 
carried on a considerable trade with Morocco and viewed with 
apprehension the growth of French influence in that coimtry, 
not onty because British trade was likely to suffer seriously 
but also because, if France secured Tangier, she would chal- 
lenge the command of the Straits of Gibraltar which Great 
Britain possessed. 

The problem of the fishing rights which the French claimed 
in Newfoundland was much more serious. By the Treaty 
Newfound- of Utreclit, 1713, the island had been ceded to 
innd Great Britain, but permission was given to French 

fishermen to use a strip of coast known as the ' Treaty Shore 
to dr}' the cod they had caught. In accordance with its poh'cy 
of protection the French government decided to give boimties 
on any cod caught by French fishermen on the Banks of New- 
foundland and sold to foreign countries. These bounties 
greatly injured the British fishing trade and in reprisal the 
legislature of Newfoundland forbade the French to catch bait 
in their waters. The bitter feeling that was caused by the 
grant of bounties on the one hand and by the Bait Bill on 
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tlic other wn« exa'^jK-rated l)y a fnrthrT dispute alwit folHl«3'*«. 
The French claimed the ri.ciit of erectinc! hut** on the Treaty 
Shore, in which th.ey conld tin Uic lalKtersv they caunltf. I’Im' 
British lishcmicn nsH-ilial Unit the Treaty of Utrecht gave 
no authority fur the (retlion of ruch fniilditigs and both 
parlies destroyed the shed", erected by their op]v<iKJtt.<. flit 
feeling in Newfoundland grew mi bitter that the colonists 
iK-gan to talk of si'cession, hut Salivlmry in March iBi)i j'^er* 
suaded the French govcnuncnl to refer the qiic-stion to arbi- 
tration. But no arbitration resulted. British war vcs.=cB 
patroller! the sea and j'rcvcntcd any further disonlcr, hut the 
dispute remained unsettled until llic completion of the 
Enter, te in iqo.p 

The provocative policy of France led Sali.shury to dcdarc 
in 18S7 that ‘ for the present the enemy is France and, un- 
officially, to hope that a nerv Franco-Gcrman war might pro- 
vide another field of action for French diplomacy, 

I n the South of Africa Ijic interests of Portugal^ariwljjritJi 
those orCrcat Britain. FortugaI_c.laXmc(l_^ycrcign^fj2vcr 
nnd ttic_^ambesi valf cv on the trrottndj 3 f..fiTa n ts .ma_de 
crent nntnin by native c liic fs two centuries or more ago. In 
virtue of llicsc grants l^iiugal tried to prevent tlic vessels 
of any other nations from navigating the Zambesi, and asserted 
t hat parts oLy.yasaland and fdashonaland . werc^ Foffirgue.se 
territo^'. Nyasaland and l^fashonaland were occupied by 
l^rllsTi traders and missionaries, and sucli occupation estab- 
lished a title of Brilisli possassion ; pioneers from the South, 
inspired by Cecil Riiodes, were endeavouring to secure for 
Great Britain the Cape to Cairo route from the South to the 
North of Africa. The policy of liic Portuguese, who failed 
effectively to occupj' the land tlicy claimed, would, if success- 
ful, have set a barrier to the expansion of British South Africa. 
In December i8Sg matters came to a licad. In that month 
Jlajor Serpa Pinto, a Portuguese officer, required tlie Mako- 
lolos, who were under British protection, to acknowledge the 
soverei^ty of Portugal. When they refused he shot tlicm 
down with Gatling guns. A British naval demonstration was 
made off Mozambique and, in accordance with a summary 
demand from Salisbury, Pinto’s expedition was recalled. 



LORD SALISBURY 


ro7 


The Portuguese felt some difficulty in accepting the terms of 
agreement that Salisbury offered because they feared that 
an5' cession of territory might lead to a revolution in Lisbon, 
but, after some delay, a final settlement was made in June 
i8gi by which the rights of Great Britain to hold Nyasaland 
and Mashonaland and to extend her possessions northward 
from Nyasaland were acknowledged. Portugal secured new 
territory west of Lake Nyasa ; the frontier of Mashonaland 
was settled and Portugal agreed that the navigation of the 
Zambesi should be free to all nations. 

Italy too was sharing in the Scramble for Africa. In 1884 
she secured a large part of Southern Somaliland and, in 1885, 
Italy and Occupied Massowah, a port on the Red Sea. She 
Knssaia, 1891 wished to extend westward and to occupy Kassala 
which stood on a tributary of the Nile. But British control 
of the Nile valley was a cardinal point of Salisbury's African 
policy and in February 1891 he induced the Italians to acknow- 
ledge that Kassala was Egyptian territory. 

Relations between Great Britain and the United States 
were anything but cordial. In 1888 the British representative, 
Sackville-West, who had umvisely expressed an opinion that 
President Cleveland should be re-elected, was summarily 
dismissed from Washington. The post remained vacant for 
six months when Sir Julian Pauncefote was appointed. 

A serious difference arose between the United States and 
Great Britain ivith regard to the seal fisheries in the Behring 
The Behring Sea. The United States had purchased Alaska 
from Russia in 1867 and had strictly confined to its 
own nationals the right of killing seals on their breeding-place, 
the Pribyloff Islands. But many seals were killed in the open 
sea by hunters from British Columbia, and the Americans 
asserted that such havoc was rvrought that the seals would 
soon be exterminated. The Canadians took no notice of 
these protests, the truth of which they denied. The Americans 
then claimed that the whole of the Behring Sea was American 
and their cruisers seized some Canadian sealing vessels on 
the ground that they were poaching in American waters. 
Salisbury strongly protested against the claim and a British 
squadron was sent to the Behring Sea. The danger of a 
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naval encounter was obviated by the fact that no American 
warships were sent at the same time. After prolonged nego- 
tiation an Arbitration Treaty was made in February 1892 
between Great Britain and the United States. The Arbi- 
tration Court, in August 1893, rejected the American claim 
to the ownership of the Behring Sea, and made regulations 
forbidding sealing within sixtj’ miles of the Prib3’loft Islands 
and protecting the seals from indiscriminate slaughter. 

The Tories were defeated in the election of July 1892 and 
Salisbury' resigned office on August 12th. 

His period at the Foreign Office, although a time of great 
difficult}', had been very' successful. He had carried into 
sntisbao-’s cficct his firm conviction that ‘ Britain's greatest 
FoMiftn voUcyii^rcst is peace '. Although the relations between 
Great Britain and otlicr states had at times become strained 
he had avoided war, except in the Soudan. He had done 
much to settle the problems that arose from the Scramble for 
Africa. He had shown himself capable of resolute action, 
and his prompt dispatch of British warships to Mozambique 
and the Behring Sea had been justified bj' the result. But 
the problem of Egypt hampered bis action and the danger 
that other states, and particularly German}', might co-operate 
with France compelled him to walk warily, and to adopt a 
policy of graceful concession. The Treaty he made %vith 
Germany in 1890 was a statesmanlike measure ; the Treaty 
he made vdth France was regarded imjustly by many as a 
weak concession to an ungrateful rival. In 1885 he found 
Great Britain somewhat discredited ; in 1892 she had again 
become one of the leading powers of Europe with absolute 
liberty of action, and the mistress of a vast and growing 
Empire. 
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like ^vild beasts, being killed wherever they were found 
Lord Kimberl ey. Foreign Secretary 1894-5, rightly thought 
that the Powers ought to intervene as the Treaty of Berlin had 
been broken, while Great Britain had definitely guaranteed 
the safety of the Annenians and was under a special obligation 
to protect them. But Kimberley’s efforts failed. Russia, 
which objected to the establishment of an independent 
Christian state in Asia Minor, refused to interfere, and the 
Sultan treated \vith disdain the mild representations of the 
other Powers. Manj' held that as joint action was impossible 
Britain was bound, by the terms of the Cj'prus Convention, to 
interfere alone, but Rosebery declined to take this coiwse 
which would have led to strong opposition from Russia and, 
possibly, from other Powers. Owing to Salisbury’s insistence 
a scheme of reform which entrusted the supervision of 
Armenia to mi.ved tribunals of Europeans and Turks was 
drarni up. The Sultan prevented it from being put into 
execution and although Salisbiuy persuaded France, Germany, 
Austria, Italy and even Russia to agree to force the Sultan to 
carry out his undertakings, nothing was done. All attempts 
to secure united and eSective action by the Powers had failed ; 
five thousand Annenians were massacred in Constantinople in 
1896 ; ‘ this so-called European Concert ’, said an Austrian 
statesman, ‘ is become a children’s laughing-stock 
By the Treaty of Berlin Turkej' was boxmd to introduce 
reforms into all her dominions including Crete, but in 1895 
Crete 1895-s continued misgovemment led to a revolt in that 
island. The Cretans refused to accept a scheme of 
reform wliich was drau-n up by the Powers. Colonel Vassos 
declared that Crete had become a part of the Kingdom of 
Greece and a small Greek army was sent to support the rebels. 
The action of the Greeks was a flagrant violation of the Treaty 
of Berlin and the Powers applied to Greece the compulsion 
they had failed to use against Russia in 1886 and Turkey in 

1896. The Allied fleets blockaded the Greek coast in IMarch 

1897, although Salisbury agreed to the blockade with reluct- 
ance. But the Greeks held out in Crete and Tiukey formally 
declared war on Greece on April i8th, 1897. The Greeks were 
utterly routed but, through the insistence of Salisbury, the 
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Powers saved the Greeks from a considerable loss of territory 
and compelled the Sultan to accept the terms of peace which, 
they imposed. The Kaiser, WiUiam II, had recently rejected 
a suggestion that Salisbury had made for the division of the 
Sultan’s dominions. He now inclined to an agreement with 
Turkey and left the Cretan question to the other Powers who' 
gener^y followed the lead of Salisbury ; in September 1898 
Great Britain, France, Russia and Italy compelled the Turks 
to evacuate Crete. The Powers now introduced a new con- 
, stitution for the island and on December 21st, 1898, on their 
invit ation 7 ~~PnHee~ George ~of~GreecE~l 5 gca me ~TIigh Com- 
mi^oner o t Lrete T 

'TiiTview of future history the relations between Great Britain 
and Germany at the end of the nineteenth century were of 
Germany and Considerable importance. British Foreign Policy 
Great Britain gj-ju hampered by the old difficulties with 
France and Russia ; the Scramble for China, in which Great 
Britain, Germany, France and Russia participated, was 
proving an additional complication. Commercial rivalry and 
differences arising from colonial expansion continued to cause 
hostility between Great Britain and Germany and the desire 
of Germany to establish an agreement ivith Tmrkey provoked 
some apprehension in England. Each country distrusted the 
other and viewed with suspicion any attempt to establish 
better relations. But while the interests of the two countries 
clashed in some respects, in others their interests coincided. 
Both feared France and the growing friendship between France 
and Russia tended to weaken the connexion which Bismarck 
had laboured to maintain between the latter country and 
Germany, and made Germany appreciate the value of Great 
Britain as a potential ally. Great Britain realized that if she 
could establish a good understanding vdth Germany she would 
be able better to check the policy of pinpricks in which France 
persisted. 

On December 27th, 1893, France and Russia made the Dual 
Eiiiente which provided for united action by both Powers if 
either was attacked by Germany. Europe ivas now dmded 
into two armed camps. Great Britain remained independent, 
but Rosebery, fearing that serious trouble might arise with 
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France, was anxious" to establish better relations with Ger- 
many and hinted that Great Britain might join the Triple 
Alliance. Austria and Italy strongly favoured the proposed 
extension of the Alliance, but suspicion on the part of Great 
Britain and Germany prevented the fulfilment of Roseberj^’s 
desire. Germany, whose relations with France had recently 
improved, now feared that if Great Britain as a member of 
the Alliance went to war rvith Russia, she would expect more 
help than Germany would feel justified in giving. Without 
the assurance of the effective aid of Germany, Austria and 
Italy Rosebery felt unable to take any further steps. 

Germany was aggrieved because Great Britain had not given 
her any help in Samoa where another rebellion broke out 
against King JIalietoa in 1893. 

Great Britain continued to increase her territory in South 
Africa. The aggression of the warlike Matabele, who had 
Briush Ex- invaded JIashonaland, led to the conquest of 
^ca, Matabeleland and the occupation of Buluwayo on 
1893-4 November 3rd, 1893, during Gladstone’s Fourth 

Ministry. The final submission of the Matabele was due 
largely to the courage and statesmanship of Cecil Rhodes who 
went unarmed into the Matabele camp and persuaded King 
Lobengula to surrender. On April 12th, 1894, Rosebery 
proclaimed a British Protectorate over Uganda and thus 
secured a most important district which was the key of Central 
Africa and commanded the basin of the Lower Nile. The 
extension of British influence aroused the suspicion of France 
and Germany ; they compelled Great Britain to cancel a 
treaty she had made with Belgium in 1894 by which union 
would have been effected between British East Africa and 
Uganda. Germany, too, had prevented the Chartered Com- 
pany of South Africa from securing control of the Pretoria- 
Lorenzo-Marques Railway and thus ensuring an easy outlet on 
the sea for the produce of Rhodesia and Mashonaland. Ger- 
many now showed a desire for a better agreement with Russia 
and her new policy was a direct menace to Great Britain, for 
Nicholas II, who had succeeded Alexander Tll in 1894, was 
distinctly hostile to this country and declared that ‘ every 
Englishman is a sheeny ’. France .and Germany were now 
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more friendly than they had been since the Franco-German 
War. In 1894 they made a treaty which settled some differ- 
ences that had arisen between them in the Cameroons ; in ! 
JjJSfi-lSgS some French ^varships took part in the ceremonies 
with which the Kiel Canal was opened. The Kaiser visited 
England in 1895, but conversations between him and Salisbuiy ' 
made matters worse, for the two men cordially disliked each 
other and impaired the harmony of Cowes regat ta by a 
personal quarrel. 

The isolation of Great Britain which had become dangerous 
rather than splendid, was emphasized by events in the Far 
Japan and East. Japan, which was on friendly terms with 
the PoTvers country, had secured the Liao-Tung peninsula 
and other important concessions by the Treaty of ’Simonoseki 
which ended her successful war with China. France, Ger- . 
many and Russia compelled Japan, on April 23rd, 1895 , to^ 
give back to China the Liao-Ttmg peninsula, in spite of the 
strong opposition of Great Britain. 

Germany proved particularly hostile in 1895. Salisbury 
made friendly overtures to France and Russia in the hope that 
German Hos- an agreement with the might diminish 

ttuty, 1895-6 danger from Germany, but the attempt failed. 
By the end of December 1895 the Kaiser’s animosity had 
reached such a pitch that, taking advantage of the feeling 
which had been aroused by the Jameson Raid, he tried to 
induce France and Russia to join Germany in an alliance 
against Great Britain. France and Russia refused his over- 
tures and their refusal saved this coimtry from grave danger. 
Very strong resentment was caused in England by the ill- 
considered telegram the Kaiser sent to President Kruger 
congratulating him on 'repelling with your own forces the 
armed bands which have broken into your country, and in 
maintaining the independence of your country against foreign 
aggression '. 

In 1S96 a remarkable change took place in the relations 
Germany be- between the two countries. The attempt of Italy 
comes more to extend her influence in North East Africa was 
friendly, strongly opposed by Abyssinia. The Italians 
were completely routed at Adowa on March ist, 1896, and 
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compelled to give up their attempt to form an Empire of 
Eritrea. It seemed likely that France would take advantage 
of the weakness of Italy to secure further territory in the 
Mediterranean, and that Russia would support France in any 
action she might take against Italy. Owing to this serious 
threat to the Triple Alliance the Kaiser again tried to induce 
Great Britain to become a member, primarily with a view to 
defending Italy against an attack from France. Salisbrury 
again refused to make an alliance which might involve Great 
Britain in war in conditions which could not be accurately 
foreseen but which might prove to be unfavourable. 

The Kaiser again attempted to form a Continental alliance 
against Great Britain and at the end of the year ‘ it actually 
appeared as if the Triple Alliance had coalesced with the 
Dual Alliance into a single block But Bulow distrusted 
France, Austria hated Russia and the proposed alliance was 
not made. Such an alliance would have been particularly 
dangerous to Great Britain which was hopelessly at variance 
wth Russia and France, and was busy \vith the difficult 
negotiations which preceded the Boer War. 

INIeanwhile Chamberlain, the energetic Colonial Secretary, 
was advocating an alliance with Germany, and some overtures 
Improved made early in 1898. No alliance 

KciaUons, was made but Salisbury, who continued to oppose 
a definite alliance, effected an improvement in the 
relations between the two coimtries by the treaty of August 
i8g8, by which Great Britain promised if the opportunity 
occurred to support the extension of German power in Mozam- 
bique and Angola, and by the treaty of November by which 
Great Britain agreed to withdraw her claims to Samoa which 
was to be divided between Germany and the United States. 
Again protests were made against Salisbiuy's graceful con- 
cessions but, although he failed to secure a considerable in- 
crease in British territory in compensation for the gains 
Germany had made, he gained a substantial advantage in tlic 
strong support which Germany gave to Great Britain when the 
Fashoda incident seemed likely to lead to war between her 
and France. 


* Pnbratn, p. 65. 
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In 1898 Germany adopted a new policy whidi, although at 
the time it attracted little notice, was destined to prove one of 
Bcginahig the causes of the Great War. The need of pro- 
NoTOi?S”cy, tecting German trade and colonies necessitated the 
1898 development of the German Navy. The Kaiser 

said, ' Our future lies on the seas ’, and declared ' I vrill never 
rest until I have raised my Navy to a position similar to that 
occupied by my army. German colonial aims can be gained 
only when Germany has become master of the ocean.’ The 
completion of the Kiel Canal provided a German watenvay 
between the Baltic and the North Seas ; the Navy League 
was formed to advocate the creation of a strong navy, and in 
March 1897 the Reichstag, in spite of strong Socialist opposi- 
tion, passed the first Navy Act, “ " 

In October i8gg the Boer War began, but by this time the 
position of Great Britain had been strengthened. France in 
Proposals for March had settled the question of Fashoda ; 
^rman°^n. another treaty made with Russia in April had 
ancc, 1899 effected a temporary settlement of the problem 
of China. But strong sympathy ivith the Boers was felt in 
Europe, and, although the British Navy still commanded the 
seas, Cliamberlain again felt that isolation had become 
dangerous rather than splendid. The renewal in 1899 of the 
Dual Entente between France and Russia was viewed with some 
alarm by Germany. Again the time appeared favourable for 
an alliance with Great Britain and, during a visit William II 
paid to Queen Victoria in November 1899, he and Biilow led 
Chamberlain to believe that they would welcome an alliance 
of Great Britain with Germany and the United S tates, winch 
would check the designs of Russia in the Far and Middle East. 
Chamberlain therefore declared in a public speech at Leicester 
that permanent isolation had become impossible-and that ‘ the 
most natural alliance ’ for Britain to make would be with 
Germany. But German feeling proved so strongly hostile to 
the suggestion that Biilow, in spite of the assurances he had 
lately given Chamberlain, declared in the Reichstag that the 
Triple Alliance must be maintained unchanged and that 
Germany must continue to pursue a policy of friendship with 
Russia. Chamberlain was naturally annoyed by this glaring 
9 
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breach of faith but, in view of the incompatibility of British 
interests with those of both Russia and France, Biilow, on 
further consideration, felt that an alliance with Great Britain 
might involve Germany in a war with the Dual Enknte and 
this opinion, and the pronounced hostility of the German 
people to Britain, were probably the real reasons for his change 
of attitude. That hostility was increased by adverse criticism 
passed by the Prince of Wales on the Kaiser and by the deten- 
tion of the German mailsteamer Bwidesrat on a charge, which 
proved incorrect, of carrying contraband of war to the Boers. 
The release of the Buudesral and the payment of compensation 
averted serious consequences, but the Navy League made the 
most of the incident and in June 1900 Admiral von Tirpitz, the 
Secretary for the Navy, induced the Reichstag to pass a Navy 
Act which would double the navy by 1920, The Socialists, 
led by gebel , in vain opposed the Act on the ground that it 
would cause serious friction with Great Britain wHch would 
regard such an increase in the German Navy as a challenge to 
the supremacy of the seas which Great Britain had hitherto 
held. 

The years 1900-02 gave further examples of the somewhat 
bewildering alternation of agreement and discord which 
marked the relations between Great Britain and Germany. 
Common fear of the aggression of Russia in the Far East led 
the two countries to conclude an agreement in October igoo 
to maintain the integrity of the Chinese Empire. But when 
Great Britain asked Germany to join in opposing Russia 
_ aggression in I^Ianchuria th e latter refused, on the grdundlhat 
as Manchuria lay north of the Great Wall,itw’as not included 
in the recent agreement. Strong feeling was aroused in Eng- 
land by what was regarded as another breach of faith on the 
part of Germany. 

The Boer War intensified the bad feeling between Germany 
and Great Britain. German newspapers vigorously attacked 
Germany and the British policy, English journals retorted %vith 
the Boer War jjq jggg vigoiuT. Many German volunteers fought 
in the Boer army. German newspapers strongly condemned 
the concentration camps, in which many civilian Boers were 
interned, and tmfairly criticized the conduct of British soldiers. 
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Chamberlain asserted, in a speech at Edinburgh, that the 
British troops showed far more humanity than the Germans 
had done in the Franco-German War. The Germans regarded 
their army as perfect in every way and Chamberlain’s 
criticism, although absolutely tirae, provoked the German 
Press to transports of fury. 

But the German government, although it did not stop the 
criticisms of British troops, which it knew to be unjust, gener- 
ally maintained strict neutrality. It refused suggestions fo r 
intervention on behalf of the Boers wliich were twice ma de 
b y Russia . It offered friendly mediation. When President 
Kriigcr '\ nsited Europe to secure help for the Boers he was 
welcomed by the F rench Preside nt and Queen Willielmina 
"of Holland. THe Kaiser absolutely refused to receive 
liim. 

British troops served under Count Waldersee against the 
Boxers who aimed at expelling all ' foreign devils ’ from 
China. But the allocation of the compensation paid by the 
Cliinese government for losses inflicted on the property of 
Europeans led to some friction between Great Britain and 
Germany. 

A most favourable impression was created by the attendance 
of William II at the funeral of Queen Victoria in January 1901, 
Chamberlain affection he displayed for his grand- 

ond on mother. The occasion led to renewed negotiations 
Ge^nyT ” for an alliance between the Triple Alliance, Great 
1901 Britain and possibly Japan. Chamberlain thought | 

that as Russia was pursuing her designs on Manchuria, France | 
was strengthening her influence in Morocco, and Great Britain > 
w as at variance with the United States, su ch an alliance was ' 
desirable for Europe in general and Great Britain in particular, 
and he was strongly supported by the Duke of Devonshire. 
But Salisbury feared that such an alliance would involve this 
coimtry in wars in which she had little interest, and remained 
firm to the principle of isolation -which he had consistently 
advocated. The friendly atmosphere which the Kaiser had 
recently created was dissipated when that impetuous monarch 
declared that the British ministers were 'unmitigated . 
noodles ’. The negotiations came to an end and Chamberlain 
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caw that any attempt to form an aUiance mth Germany was 
uoomed to failure. 

Relations between Great Britain and France remained 
dangerously unfriendly, particularly in Africa which Salis- 
bury declared to be ‘ the plague spot of the Fo reign 
Office 

— By i'bqS the Egyptian army, strengthened by a considerable 
number of British troops, had become an effective fighting force 
and the construction of the Soudan Military Rail- 
SLtcd,i 898 .vvay, which would greatly facilitate operations 
against the Khalifa, was commenced. For some years the 
southern frontiers had been maintained, but now the IGiedive 
felt that conditions were favourable for offensive operations. 
The British government gave its approval and promised 
financial support. While the main object was to crush the 
Khalifa, the expedition which ensued acted as a diversion on 
behalf of Italy, which was hard pressed in Abyssinia, and was 
a. warning to France to abandon any designs she had on the 
Nile Valley. A series of successful operations, conducted with 
great military skill and remarkable administrative efficiency, 
ended in tire utter rout of the Khalifa’s army at Omdurman on 
September and, 1898, by Sir Herbert Kitchener who occupied 
■^Hiartoum the same day. A telegram of congratulation 
/ which the Kaiser sent to Kitchener waslnuch appreciated in 
England. 

The French had steadily strengthened their influence in 
Western Africa. They already held strong positions on the 
Fnshwia,i898 Niger ; the capture of Dahomey in 1893 had 

given them the command of the Lower Niger ; the 
occupation of Timbuktu by Joffre in 1894 established their 
position on the Middle Niger. Tliis extension of the French 
colonial empire seriously prejudiced the British Colonies of 
Lagos, Gambia and the Gold Coast. France now proceeded 
to challenge the claim which Britain steadily advanced to the 
control of the Nile Valley. In 1894 Captain Marcliand set 
out from the French Congo for the Valley of the Upper Nile. 
After a most intrepid march of three thousand miles he 
reached Fashoda in the Upper Nile Valley on July loth, 1S98, 
with a force of eight white men and eighty Senegalese troops 
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and hoisted the French flag. His action was a direct challenge 
to Great Britain. Great Britain in her recent agreements 
TOth Germany, Italy and the Congo Free State had asserted 
her sole right to influence in the Nile Valley. In 1895 Sir 
Edward Grey had stated definitely in the House of Commons 
that any attempt to encroach on the Nile Valley would be 
regarded as an unfriendly act. In 1897 Salisbury had in- 
formed the French that ' no European power other than 
Great Britain had a right to occupy any part of the Valley of 
the Nile ’. On September i8th, 1898, Kitchener reached 
Fashoda -with 25,000 men and his arrival probably saved 
]\Iarchand’s small force, wliich was in great straits for want of 
food, from anniliilation by the Arabs. Kitchener supplied 
Marchand with the food he needed, hoisted the British and 
Egyptian flags and referred the whole question to the British 
government for settlement. Salisbury insisted that Fashoda 
was Egyptian territory which had been regained for its right- 
ful sovereign by British troops, and enforced his opinion by 
stationing a strong naval squadron in the Channel. Delcass6 
yielded, fearing that persistence in the French claim to Fashoda 
would lead to a war between France and Great Britain which 
would make it more difficult for France to recover Alsace- 
Lorraine, and in the course of which the British fleet would 
capture the French Colonies. He therefore ordered Marchand 
to leave Fashoda and, on March 21st. 1899, France and 
Great Britain formally defined their respective spheres of 
influence in Africa and thus limited the possibility of a repeti- 
tion of the Fashoda episode. In January 1899 Salisbury 
concluded a treaty with the Khedive which placed the Soudan 
under the joint government of Egypt and Great Britain, and 
provided that in all places except Suakin both the British 
and Egyptian flags should be flown. The settlement of the 
Egyptian question was regarded as a national humiliation in 
France and greatly increased the animosity felt for Great 
Britain. The strong sympathy expressed by the English 
newspapers for Captain Dreyfus who was unjustly cashiered 
and sent to penal servitude on a charge of treachery, still 
further exasperated the French. 

On January ist, 1886, Burma was added to the Crown 
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Colonies of Great Britain, much to the disappointment of 
Great Britain Fi’^nce which had sccuted special privileges from 
France and 'King Theebavv and had hoped to establish supreme 
Slam, 1893-6 influence in the country. The French now en- 
deavoured to extend their Indo-Chinese Empire by acquisi- 
tions from Siam which lay between Burma and French 
territory. France claimed that her influence extended as far 
as the Mekong River and in 1893 went to war with Siam to 
enforce her claim. Salisbury was anxious that Siam should 
continue strong and independent as it was a buffer state of the 
Indian Empire. In July 1893 Rosebery, to protect the in- 
terests of British residents, sent a British gunboat to Bankok, 
which the French were blockading. The French thereupon 
raised the siege. Rosebery persuaded the Siamese to submit 
but resisted the French demand that the upper coiuse of the 
Mekong should form the boundary between Siam and the 
French colonies Annam and Tong King. In 1896 Salisbury 
in the vain hope of conciliating France agreed to the French 
demands and also finally acknowledged the supremacy of 
France in Tunis. 

Difficulties had arisen in Madagascar, which had been a 
French protectorate since 1890, owing to the introduction of ' 
Madagascar Prohibitive tariffs on British goods. Salisbury 
strongly protested on the ground that these were 
contrary to the terms of treaties made between Great Britain 
and Madagascar, but the French ignored his protests and 
in 1896 annexed Madagascar. They continued their policy 
of prohibition and British trade suffered very seriously in 
consequence. 

^ During Salisbiuy's Third Ministry further difficulties arose 
with the United States. The question of the Behring Sea 
Venezuela, seal fisheries had been settled in 1893. For many 
years Venezuela had been at issue with Great 
Britain as to the exact boundary between the former state 
and British Guiana. The question became serious in 1895 
when President Cleveland asserted that Great Britain was 
breaking the Monroe Doctrine by tr3ung to secure land 
belonging to Venezuela, and maintained that the right of 
deciding the question at issue rested with the United States. 



THE END OF ISOLATION 


I2I 


He demanded that the question should be referred to a 
Commission whose findings would be 'imposed upon Great 
Britain by all the resources of the United States At one 
time war seemed probable, but Salisbury’s conciliatory policy 
-and the fear that a war would seriously injure American 
trade led to a more reasonable attitude on the part of the 
United Stales. The problem was referred to arbitration 
and the arbitrators awarded to Great Britain the greater 
part of the disputed area. 

In i8g8 war broke out between the United States and 
Spain about Cuba. Although Great Britain observed strict 
„ neutrality strong sympathy was felt for the 

Amencan cause. Feeling on the Continent was 
strongly in favour of Spain, and Salisbury rendered real 
service to the United States by preventing the formation 
of a European Coalition to support Spain in the war. 

A problem arose in connexion with the construction of 
the Panama Canal in which the United States was actively 
interested. In 1899 the necessary land had been acquired 
from Costa Rica and Nicaragua, but the Clayton-Bulwer 
Treaty of 1850 had provided that any means of communica- 
tion across Central America should be under the joint control 
of Great Britain and the United States. By the Pauncefote- 
Hay Treaty of igoi Great Britain waived her right of joint 
control and the United States were left free to proceed with 
the construction of the Canal. The firiendly action of Great 
Britain following the strong sympathy felt in England for 
the United States during the Americo-Spanish War caused a 
distinct improvement in the relations between the two Powers. 
But a vague suggestion which was made by Chamberlain in 
1898 that ' the Stars and Stripes should wave together over 
an Anglo-Saxon alliance’, produced no effect although it 
received the strong support of Admiral Mahan. 

Meanwhile events were taking place in the Far East which 
were destined to change the whole course of British Foreign 
The Scramble Policy. The weakness of China had been revealed 
lor China jn 1894 by the war %vith Japan, and the treaty of 
Simonoseki showed the possibility of dividing, up a portion 
of the Chinese Empire. The opposition of the European 
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arrived, and the suppression of tlie rising was followed by the 
confirmation of recent concessions to Europeans. 

Salisbury had secured considerable commercial advantages 
for Great Britain, but he had failed to prevent Germany and 
Russia from obtaining a footing in China. He viewed the 
advance of Russia with grave suspicion, but his attempt to 
induce Germany-'to co-operate in checking it failed.^ 

The Boer War did not lead to the intervention of any of 
the Powers of Europe although Russia and, probably, France 
The Agree- serfously Contemplated fonning a union of the 
raent-wKh European Powers to coerce Great Britain. The 
Japan, 1902 dispelled owing to the strength 

of the British Navy and the correct, and at times 
friendly, attitude adopted by Germany.- But the war 
emphasized the hostility that was felt in most European 
countries towards Great Britain, and the possibility that 
some day she might have to face a combination of the 
Powers against which her navy could not afford adequate 
protection. Isolation had become dangerous and Great 
Britain must be strengthened by a close alliance with a nation 
strong enough to give military and naval support if necessary. 
No such ally could be found in Europe. Recent attempts to 
make an alliance with Germany had failed, and German 
statesmen now held that the interests of their country required 
more freedom of action than the limitations of an alliance 
would allow. British statesmen were vie^ving with increasing 
alarm the rapid growth of the German Navj' and the serious 
threat of German commercial competition. France and 
Russia were obviously impossible allies. The United States 
remained somewhat ostentatiously aloof from European 
affairs. But Great Britain was on very friendly terms with 
Japan and had proved her friendship when she protested 
against the abrogation of the Treaty of Simonoseki in 1895.® 
Japan, like Great Britain, regarded with alarm the extension 
of Russian influence in the Far East, and the interests of the 
two nations were nowhere at serious variance. An ' Agree- 
ment ’, which was really an alliance, was concluded between 
the two countries on January 30th, 1902. The Agreement 

p. 117. * p, 117. ® p, 113. 
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denied that either country had any aggressive designs against 
China ; if one of the two went to war with a single Power 
the other was to remain neutral ; if one of the two was at 
war ivith two Powers the other should give active support. 
The Agreement was to last for fiv^e years. 

The Anglo- Japanese Agreement ivas the first general treaty 
of alliance which Great Britain had made since the Treaty of 
Friendship and Alliance was concluded with Portugal in 1373 
although, and notably in the Crimean War, temporary alli- 
ances had been frequently made to achieve definite ends. It 
showed that even Salisbury had been compelled to realize that 
changing political conditions had rendered the policy of isola- 
tion no longer safe. The Alliance was a direct challenge to 
Russia and the Dual Entente, and Russia, which had suc- 
ceeded in establishing better relations between France and 
Germany, now sounded Germany as to the possibility of 
forming a European Coalition against Great Britain. But 
the Kaiser again refused to fall in wth the suggestion. The 
new Alliance aroused the fears of the United States which 
regarded Japan as a danger to American interests in the Pacific 
Ocean. But in spite of the opposition it aroused it gave to 
Great Britain the additional strength she needed in a time of 
weakness and danger, v/ 

In his third ministry Salisbury’s skilful diplomacy had 
again succeeded in avoiding war with any European Power in 
Results at serious differences rvith France, Russia 

Salisbury's and Germany. The peaceful partition of Africa 
Foreign Poucy^^^ One of his greatest achievements. He gladly 
co-operated in the First Hague Conference in 1889, but the 
interests of Great Britain compelled him to instruct the 
British representatives to resist proposals that were made 
for the reduction of naval armaments, and for the limitation 
of the rights of belligerents to search neutral vessels in time 
of war. His policy was broadminded ; he did not haggle 
and -was always willing to make small sacrifices to promote 
good feeling between nations. The graceful concessions he 
made to France in Siam and Madagascar were due to this 
object but failed to conciliate France. But when British 
interests were seriously challenged on the Zambesi and at 
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Faslioda; he acted mth vigour, determination and success. 
He was essentially a peace minister, but he firmly believed 
that ' willingness on a good cause to go to war is the best 
possible security for peace 

He failed to check European aggression in China, and the 
Boer War compelled him to substitute the principle of alliance 
for that of isolation which had so long formed the foundation 
of British Foreign Pohcy in general, and his own policy in 
particular. His third ministry was not as successful as his 
second, but it must be remembered that between 1884 and 
1896, the British Empire was increased by the addition of 
nearly three million square miles, with a population of forty- 
five million, and for that increase Sahsbury and, to a less 
extent, Rosebery were responsible. 

The success of his foreign policy was largely due to his 
personal character. His character revealed a happy com- 
bination of strength and moderation. He viewed problems 
from the point of view of Europe and not simply of Britain. 
He maintained the rights of Great Britain, but his rvide out- 
look, his broadmindedness and his ability to appreciate the 
good points of his adversary’s case account for the concessions 
he occasionally made. 

He declared that his object was ' to perform our part with 
honour, to abstain from a meddling diplomacy, to uphold 
England's honour steadily and fearlessly '. He attained his 
object and not only proved himself one of the greatest of 
British Foreign Ministers but gained for liimself a leading 
position among the statesmen of Europe. 
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%vith Turkey which seemed to threaten British interests in ”, 
Germany the ^Middle East. During a somewhat theatrical 
and Turkey ^j^^t the KaiscT made in the Sultan’s dom- 
inions in 1898 he assured the Mohammedans at Damascus that 
he would be their ' friend at all times The Turks returnedf 
the compliment by caking him Kaiser Hadji Mohamme 4 
Gulliamo and tracing liis descent from Mohammed. But he 
got privileges far more substantial than a somewhat ludicrous 
title and a new, but hardly authentic, genealogical tree. In 
1,902^ the Sultan granted concessions for the construction of 
the Baghdad Railway, which was intended to form part of a 
system fetching from Hamburg to the Persian Gulf in which 
Great Britain claimed a special interest. German diplomacy, 
had" been largely railway diplomacy ; the railway if com- 
plete‘d,_would turn the flank of our Indian Empire and give 
Germany commercial control of Asia Minor. In 1903 the 
Germans invited British capitalists to assist in financing their 
new undertaking. The invitation was declined, but the 
refusal was a great mistake. By it Great Britain lost an 
opportunity of securing some control over the new railway 
and the refusal caused bad feeling in Berlin. A new tariff, 
adverse to Germany, which had been imposed on imports into 
Canada, caused further aimoyance in Gennan commercial 
circles. 

But the main cause of the grorving hostility between Great ^ 
Britain and Germany was the naval policy of Germany. In 
German i 894 the former had adopted a Two Power 
Naval Policy Standard in order to be able, if necessary, to cope 
with the fleets of France and Russia which had recently 
united in a demonstration at Toulon. Tlie growth of the 
German Navy ^ was accelerated in the early years of the 
nineteenth century and both Great Britain and Germany took 
part in a race in naval armaments. In 1905 Germany laid; 
down her first Dreadnought and it was estimated that the 
naval expenditure of 1917 would show an increase of 50 per 
cent on that of 1905. 

Both countries protested that their sole object was defence, 
neither country believed the statement of the other, and 
^pp. 115, 116, 
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mutual suspicion poisoned the political atmosphere. In 1907 
Great Britain, in which the growth of naval estimates caused 
great concern, urged that the problem of the mutual reduction 
, of armaments should be referred to the Hague Tribunal. The 
‘^refusal of Germany to accede to this proposal was a grave 
error. 

In 1908 many feared that war with Germany had become 
.'inevitable. Sir Arthur Nicolson, the British ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, urged Sir Edward Grey to meet the danger 
by turning the Ententes between Great Britain, France and 
Russia into a close alliance, but Grey was sincerely anxious 
to conciliate Germany and refused to adopt a policy which 
the Liberal party, still distrustful of Russia, would be un- 
willing to accept. On November 23rd Lord Roberts made 
an important contribution to the subject in the House of 
Lords. ' Within a few hours’ steaming of our coasts, there 
is a people munbering over sixty millions, our most active 
rivals in commerce and the greatest military power in the 
world, adding to an overwhelming military strength a naval 
force which she is resolutely and rapidly increasing, while 
we are taking no military precautions in response.’ He 
urged that a strong army should be built up on the basis 
of compulsory military service, but, although the Lords 
accepted his proposal by seventy-t\vo votes to thirty-two, 
the Liberal government refused to adopt it, partly owing 
to the heavy cost it involved, partly because it believed 
that Britain would find adequate protection in the British 
Nav5\ 

Great Britain and Germany took opposite sides in some of 
the most important issues of the time. In July 1905, during 
cstrman Anu-the Russo-Japanese War, the Kaiser tried in the 
British Poucy ' Willy-Nicky ' correspondence with Nicholas II. 
to stir up discord between Russia and Great Britain, now the 
ally of France. Although Germany had supplied coal to the 
Russian fleet he professed great indignation because, as he 
asserted, ‘ the naval battles fought by Togo are fought with 
CardifE coal’. In December 1904 Germany promised to 
' support Russia if the latter went to war with Great Britain. 
On July 24th, 1905, the Kaiser persuaded the impressionable 



THE DUAL AND TRIPLE ENTENTES 


129 


Czar to sign the Treaty of BjSrko by which Russia and 
Germany promised to help each other if necessary against 
any European state, and to conclude such a war by a joint 
and not a separate peace. But Witte, the Russian Foreign 
Minister, and the Russian Ambassador at Paris declared that 
the Treaty was incompatible with the Dual Entmte and the 
Czar was compelled to repudiate it. Germany refused to join 
Great Britain and other Powers in carrying out the Miirsteg 
Punctation of 1903 in which Russia and Austria, with the 
strong approval of Lansdowne, the British Foreign Secretary, 
had suggested that Macedonia should be divided into districts 
administered by foreign officials. Germany refused in 1906 
to join the other Powers in blockading Mitylene to compel 
the Sultan to accept the Commission which had been appointed 
on the suggestion of Lansdowne to reorganize the finances of 
Macedonia. The support of Germany enabled Austria to 
annex Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1908 in spite of the strong 
protests of Great Britain, France and Russia. ^ In 1905 and 
igil Germany strenuously opposed the policy of the Dual 
Entente in Morocco.* 

The personality of the Kaiser, whose explosive and erratic 
character found expression in tmexpected, and sometimes con- 
Kniser tradictory, action increased the ill-will between 
wuiiam n Great Britain and Germany. The Kaiser had 
been on very bad terms with his uncle Edward VII, but when 
he visited England in 1907. the relations between the two 5 
monarchs seemed most friendly and the Kaiser declared that 
in visiting England he was ' coming home '. Immediately 
afterwards, he aroused great indignation by defying ofiicial 
etiquette and writing a private letter to Twee<inouth, the 
First Lord of the Admiralty, in which he criticized. British 
naval policy. Further offence was given in October 1908 by 
the publication in the Daily Telegraph of an interview with 
the Kaiser who emphasized tlie bitter hostility which his 
subjects felt towards Great Britain, and practically asserted 
that he was the only friend that this country possessed in 
Germany. The visit of King Edward VII to the Czar 
Nicholas II at Reval in igo8 greatly annoyed the Kaiser who 
1 p. 135. ’ PP- 132. 137 - 
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of splendid isolation, improved the prospects of alliance with 
I The ‘Entente J^^ncc. King Edward VII visited Paris in May 
> Cordtaic’, 1903 and by his personal charm created a much 
better feeling towards Great Britain and thus 
greatly facilitated the plans of Delcass^. In Julj' President 
Loubet and Delcassd returned the visit and received an 
enthusiastic welcome in London. In October the French and 
British governments agreed to refer all disputes to the Hague 
Tribunal for arbitration. Lansdowne and Paul Cambon, the 
French ambassador in London, co-operated heartily with 
Delcassd, and on April 8th, 1904, the Enientc Cordiale was 
concluded between the two countries. 

The Entente, an agreement between a Latin and a Teutonic^ 
country, was not an alliance but an understanding. It did 
not formally commit either nation to support the other in 
war, but tlie two Powers promised to give diplomatic support 
to each other in case of need. Differences which had long 
alienated the two countries were happily settled. The British 
recognized the rights of French fishermen to use the harbours 
on the Treaty Shore in Newfoundland and thus ended a dispute 
which had lasted nearly two centuries. The boundaries of 
the French Colonies of Senegambia and Nigeria were rectified 
to the advantage of France. Madagascar was finally recog- 
nized by Great Britain as a French possession, and the British 
settlements in Siam were accepted by France. But the most 
important clauses dealt with Egypt and Morocco. France 
gave Great Britain a free hand in Egypt, and withdrew her 
oft-repeated demand for a time-limit for the British occupa- 
tion. France had taken advantage of the Boer War greatly 
to extend her influence in Morocco, although she declared 
that she did not wish to impair the authority of the Sultan. 
Great Britain undertook to offer no opposition to French 
policy in that country. The secret treaties which were made 
at the same time provided that if the Sultan failed to maintain 
his power Spain should receive part of Morocco and it was 
obvious that France would claim the rest. But Tangier was 
not to be fortified and thus Gibraltar would .continue to 
command the Straits. 

The Entente Cordiale greatly strengthened the Dual Entente 
ro 
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between France and Russia which had been weakened by the 
Results of defeat of Russia in the Russo-Japanese War. Its 
the • Entente value was soon shown, for the friendly offices of 
Cotuiaie ’ France contributed to the peaceful solution of the 
difference that arose between Great Britain and Russia when. 


on October 21st, 1904, the Russian fleet that was sailing to 
the Far East bombarded the Dogger Bank fishing-fleet and 
killed two Bntish fishermen. The Entente was intended as 


a defensive measure, and Biilow said in the Reichstag ' from 
the point of \'iew of German interests we have no objection 


to make to it ’. 


But the discovery of the secret clauses of the recent treaty 
alarmed Germany ; she feared that France, who was no%v 
. .„„niaking further demands on the Sultan, would 
/ secure complete control of Liorocco and use the 
position she acquired to handicap German trade. In March 
igo^vthe Kaiser went to Tangier and asserted that the inde- 
pendence- of the Sultan should be maintained, and that all 
nations should be put on a footing of ' absolute equality ’ 
with regard to Moroccan trade. Bulow demanded that a 
Conference of the Povi’ers should be held to settle the position 
of Morocco, but Delcassd, who confidently expected that 
France would receive the armed support of Great Britain if 
she went to war wth Germany, objected to any such confer- 
ence. But his colleagues, through fear of war with Germany, 
agreed to Billow's demand and Delcass 4 resigned. A European 
Conference met at Algeciras in January 1906 and the Powers, 
while asserting the indejiendence of the Sultan, recognized 
the right of France to special authority in Morocco on con- 
dition that all countries should enjoy equal rights of trade. 
The result of the Conference was practically the reassertion 
of the Franco-British Treaty of 1904 and this result, which 
tightened the bonds of the Entente Cordiah, was largely due 
to the strong diplomatic support Great Britain had given to 
France. 


By this time the position of Great Britain had been streng- 
\thened by the renewal of the Treaty with Japan for a further 
^'period of ten years. The Japanese now acknowledged the 
special claims of Great Britain on tlie Indian Frontier, and 
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each ally was to help the other if attacked by a single 
Power. 

•v.y'Conditions now seemed more favourable for an agreement 
between Great Britain and Russia. The recent defeat of ■ 
Great Britain Russia by Japan had lessened the danger to British: 
ana Russia interests in the Far East. Russia now turned her 
attention once more to the Balkans, with which Great Britain 
was not seriously concerned. Both countries were on excellent 
terms with France ; both had many Mohammedan subjects 
and were suspicious of the designs of Germany on the Turkish 
Empire. But Russia regarded the revised Japano-British 
Treaty as aimed at herself and serious points of difference 
remained in the Middle East. Both countries were anxious 
to maintain their influence in Persia and in 1903 Great Britain 
resented the foundation of the Bank of Persia Loans, in which 
Russia had large interests, and the control of the custom 
houses of Northern Persia which Russia had secured. Both 
were endeavouring to secure inQuence in Tibet. Russia pro- 
posed to strengthen her own position by making a naval base 
in the Persian Gulf, where Great Britain claimed predominant 
power. 

The Liberal party had long regarded Russia as the enemy j 
of democracy, but were conciliated by the meeting of the.' 
The 'Triple Duma in May igo6 which was regarded as the 
Entente woTbegimiing of constitutional government. Largely 
owing to the skilful diplomacy of Sir Edward Grey ^ who, 
like all British ministers, made peace his great object, and 
in spite of the resentment which the dissolution of the Duma 
caused in England, an Agreement was made between Great 
Britain and Russia on August 31st, 1907. The two con- 
tracting parties agreed to respect the independence and in- 
tegrity of Persia ; Northern Persia was recognized as a 
Russian sphere of influence, and the special interests of Great 
Britain in Southern Persia were admitted by Russia. Both 
countries agreed to abstain from interference in Tibet. The 
commerce of Russia benefited greatly from this treaty as 
Teheran and Ispahan came wthin the Russian sphere of in- 
fluence. Great Britain secured an important strategical 
* Lord Grey of FaUodon. 
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enemy. It led to a closer alliance between Germany and!, 
Austria. Austria became, as the Kaiser said, Germany’s' 
' only friend '. That alliance, the growth of the German' 
Navy, and the sharply-cut division of Em-ope between the 
Triple Alliance , and, the„!rry!>/e £«toite were among. the main 
ca^is .of the.Great'War. All three measures were asserted 
to be purely defensive. The fact that such defensive measmres 
were deemed necessary showed that the nerves of Europe were 
on edge and in such circumstances means of defence easily 
become offensive. The existence of the two antagonistic 
groups of states including all the Great Powers, showed that 
the Concert of Europe was incomplete and weakened the 
efforts that the Concert made from time to time to preserve 
peace. 

Austria gained a notable success in 1908. In January 
Aehrenthal, the Foreign Minister, had secured from the Sultan 
Bosnia and right to make a railway through the Sandjak 
Hcracflowna, of Novi-Bazar which would link up Vienna and 
Salonika. In October, relying upon the support 
of Germany and knowing that Russia had not completely 
recovered from her losses in the Japanese War and that France 
was busily engaged in Morocco, Austria annexed Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The annexation was a grave breach of inter- 
national law. It was contrary to the terms of the Treaty of 
Berlin (1878), and to the decision that the Powers had made 
in 1871 that no single Power had the right to break a treaty 
without the consent of the other signatories. Strong protests 
were made by Sir Edward Grey and Isvolski, the Russian 
Minister, who demanded that the question should be referred 
to a Conference of the Powers. In February it seemed as if 
war between Russia, probably assisted by Serbia and Bulgaria, 
and Austria was imminent. But William II, who loved 
grandiloquent phrases, declared that Germany would fight 
on behalf of Austria like ' a knight in shining armour ’. The 
Powers gave way and Austria kept Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
The Triple Entente had received a severe blow. The union 
between Austria and Germany had been greatly strengthened 
and Germany was committed to the defence of Austria's 
interests in the Balkans. But Italy was so incensed that she 
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In April igii a serious rebellion broke out in Morocco and | 
the Sultan appealed for help to France. French troops were 
Agadtr 1911 therefore sent to Fez, the capital, which was 
threatened by the rebels. The Germans thought 
that France would use the opportunity to divide Morocco 
between herself and Spain to the prejudice of German interests. 
They might reasonably have asked, as they did in 1905, for 
a European Conference, but, in spite of the Kaiser’s protest, 
a German gunboat, the^Pani/ier, was sent to Agadir, a port 
on tlie"AtIaritfc', nominally to protect the Germans who had 
settled in Morocco. Popular feeling in Germany strongly 
approved of this action, but Great Britain thought that it 
was the prelude to the establishment of German influence in 
the South of Morocco, and strongly resented the possibility 
that Agadir might become a German port. Germany took 
no notice of a strong protest Sir Edward Grey sent to Berlin 
and demanded the cession of most of the French Congo as 
compensation for the extension of French authority in Morocco. 
Feeling ran so high that there was a grave danger of war. 
On July zist Mr. Lloyd George said at the Mansion House 
that Great Britain was determined to stand firm and that 
' if a situation were to be forced upon us in which peace could 
only be preserved by the surrender of the great and beneficent 
position Britain had won by centimes of heroism and of 
achievements . . . then I say emphatically that peace at that 
price would be a hiuniliation intolerable for a great country 
like ours to endure ’. Mr. Lloyd George’s strong words proved 
effective. Germany, which was hampered by a financial 
crisis in Berlin and the ■war that had broken out between her 
ally Italy and her friend Turkey, adopted a more moderate 
attitude. Germany recognized the predominance of France- 
in Morocco and France agreed to give Germany ' an open 
door ’ for trade in the country ; a portion of the French Congo 
ivas added to the German Cameroons. 'The Panther’s 
spring ’ had failed and the failure caused bitter disappointment 
in Berlin where it was regarded as a national humiliation. 
Tlie Kaiser was blamed for girdng in, and the Berlin Pos^ 
called him ‘ this miserable coward Great resentment was 
aroused against Great Britain to whose representative. 
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of strong pressure from Berlin, refused to give a guarantee of 
absolute neutralit}' if Germany went to war with another 
European Power, but asserted that none of the agreements 
she had madfe were directed against Germany. The negotia- 
tions broke do^vn on these points and Parliament answered 
the Reichstag by arranging for an increase in Naval Estimates 
which in 1920 would give Great Britain forty-one battleships. 
The refusal of the Germans to accept Mr. Lloyd George’s 
suggestion of a * naval holiday ’ was a grave mistake. 

The failure of these negotiations was followed by actions 
which showed that Great Britain distrusted Germany and 
felt compelled to take steps which were obviously directed 
against her. In September 1912 an agreement with France 
led to the transfer of part of our fleet from Malta to the North 
Sea, and to the increase of the French Mediterranean Fleet. 
France was to hold the Mediterranean against any attack 
Austria might make, white Great Britain became responsible 
for the defence of the North Sea and the Channel in case war 
broke out between Germany and France. This arrangement 
practically committed Great Britain to defend the northern 
and western coast of France if necessity arose. The British 
supremacy on the North Sea was strengthened by the con- 
struction of a strong naval base at Rosyth on the Firth of 
Forth. In the following year representatives from the British 
War OSice surveyed the roads and railways of Belgium. 

In October 1912 Serbia, Bulgaria, Montenegro and Greece 
went to war with Turkey owing to her persistent refusal to, 
The Balkan fulfil the promises of reform she had made in thel 
Wore, t9i2-i3pj-gaty of Berlin. On October 8th the King of 
Montenegro fired \vith hisoAvn hands the first shot against the 
Turks. The war broke out so suddenly that the Powers 
could not prevent hostilities, but Sir Edward Grey was most 
anxious to stop it, partly because he feared that the defeat of 
Turkey would e.xasperate the Mohammedans of India, partly 
because he wished Turkey to retain Constantinople. Turkey 
was defeated but. largely owing to Grey’s efforts, five ambas-' 
sadors of the Powers met in London in December 1912 under 
the presidency of Grey who used the exceptional influence 
he had acquired to secure peace through the Concert of Europe. 
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Pn Llay 30th, 1913, he induced the belligerents to accept the 
Treaty of London which compelled Turkey to make con- 
cessions of territoryrto the Balkan States. All Turkey w^t 
of a line to be drawn from Enos, on the Aegean, to Midia, 
on the Black Sea, was to be given to the Balkan States and 
the territory ^vas to be apportioned by the Great Powers. 
The Powers compelled Serbia to evacuate Albania. Through 
the influence of Great Britain the Concert of Europe had again 
apparently given peace to Europe. But the Young Turks, 
{led by Enver Bey, refused to accept the Treaty of London 
which involved the surrender of Adrianople ; the ^^ctors, and 
/especially Serbia and Bulgaria, quarrelled about the spoil. 
The Balkan War of Partition in which Bulgaria was opposed 
to her former allies who were assisted by Turkey, broke out 
in 1913. Differences of interest between Russia and Austria 
gravely hampered the work of the Powers. They succeeded 
in averting war between Russia and Austria; they forced 
Greece and Turkey to make peace by the Convention of 
Athens, 1913 ; but failed to induce Roumania and Serbia to 
accept their decisions. Any attempt to apply compulsion to 
these states would probably have led to a war between the 
Central Powers and Russia, who would certainl}’ be supported 
by France and possibly by Great Britain. 

Germany profited greatly by her association with Turkey. 
Her trade with that coimtiy increased tenfold between 18S9 
and 1912. In November 1913 she sent General Liman von 
Sanders to reorganize the Turkish army and to command an 
Army Corps. Russia strongly protested against this exten- 
sion of German influence in the Balkans. Sir Edward Grey 
supported Russia and although von Sandars remained at 
Constantinople he did not act as a Corps Commander. 

By the end of 1913 Great Britain had secured the leading 
position in Europe. The defeat of Turkey, the friend of 
strong posi- Germany, in the War of the Balkan League in 
i Weakening of Austria owing to the rise 
1913-14 of Serbia and the extension of the Pan-Slav 
movement ; and the recovery of Russia after the Russo- 
Japanese War had impaired the influence of Germany. Grey 
d exercised supreme influence in recent developments on 
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tlie Continent and the Bntish Foreign Office dictated the 
policy of Europe. 

By the middle of 1914 Great Britain had apparently secured 
the friendship of the Powers. Her relations with Russia were 
again friendly. King George V and Queen Mary visited Paris 
in July : they received a most hearty welcome and their wit 
strengthened the excellent feeling that now prevailed between 
Great Britain and France. The problem of the German Navy 
still caused Grey many anxious moments, but the happy 
solution of other problems had led to a marked improvement 
in the relations between Great Britain and Germany. In 
May 1913 Grey explicitly stated that he had no objection 
to the increase of German influence in Central Africa ; diffi- 
culties that had arisen as to Portuguese territory in East 
Africa were amicably settled ; and the cordial reception given 
soon after to IHng George V in Berlin showed that Grey’s 
conciliatory attitude was greatly appreciated in Germany, 
The^difficulties that had arisen about the Baghdad railway 
were amicably settled. Great Britain assented to the extension 
of the railway beyond Basra, and in June 1914 made an 
agreement ■with Germany which recognized that Mesopotamia 
came within the German sphere of influence and pro-vided 
that two British subjects should be added to the directorate 
of the railway. 

Sir William Edward Goschen, the British Ambassador at 
Berlin, declared that the relations between Great Britain and 
Germany had now become ‘ more friendly and cordial than 
they had been for years '. Lichtnowsky, the German ambas- 
sador in London was sincerely anxious to promote good 
relations between this country and his own, and the German 
Foreign Office seemed anxious to secure the friendship of 
Great Britain. But there was a strong undercurrent of 
hostility. The German Press, which was directly controlled 
by the German government, continued to m^e virulent 
attacks on British policy ; some English newspapers could 
find nothing good in Germany. The agreement about the 
Baghdad Railway never received official confirmation. On 
August 3rd, barely seven weeks^after it was concluded. Great 
Britain declared war on Germany. 



CHAPTER XII 

THE OUTBREAK OF THE GREAT WAR 

T he good effects which might have resulted from 
the improved relations which had been established 
between the British and Germam Foreign Offices 
were frustrated by the political instability of the B^ans. 
Russia had never forgiven Austria for seizing Bosnia and 
The Balkans, Herzegovina ^ in spite of the Murzsteg Punctation 
of 1903 by which she and Russia had undertaken 
to maintain the status quo in the Balkans. Austria stiU 
viewed with alarm the Pan-Slav movement which threatened 
to weaken her heterogeneous empire, and regarded with 
special animosity Serbia the leading supporter of the Pan- 
Slav movement in the Balkans. The Treaty of Bucharest, 
1913, which concluded the Balkan War of Partition, had 
given Central Macedonia to Serbia and made her an effective 
barrier to the Drang nach Osten which had become an important 
feature of Austrian policy. 

The assassination of the Archduke Francis Ferdinand, 
who vns shot by a young Bosnian at Serajevo, furnished 
Austria with an excuse for the inevitable war ivith Serbia. 
Germany left Austria a free hand and promised unconditional 
support. On July 28th, 1914, war broke out between Austria 
and Serbia. The aggressive policy of Austria, relying upon the 
co-operation of Germany, was the immediate cause of war. 

Recent wars in the Near East had been confined to the 
tnumate Balkans. The rivalry between the Triple Entente 
cans** of the and the two leading members of the Triple AUi- 
Greatunr embittered by the crises of Al- 

geciras and Agadir. But for this rivalry the conflict between 
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Austria and Serbia might have been confined to the Balkans. 
The division between the great Powers turned the Austro- 
Serbian war into the Great War in which all the leading nations 
of Europe took part. Russia, as Sazonoff said, ‘ could not 
allow Serbia to be crushed The intervention of Russia 
involved France in the war, and her ‘ honour and interest ’ 
compelled Great Britain to fight for the independence of 
Belgium. The Ultimate cause of the Great War is to be found 
in the general policy of Europe which since the Franco- 
German War had made the Continent an armed camp. In 
that policy the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine and the develop- 
ment of the German Navy were factors that especially affected 
France and Great Britain. 

Recent military and naval arrangements' had shown that 
probably the peace of Europe would not long continue. 
The redistribution of the British fleet ^ was a sign of the 
times. In 1913 Germany increased her standing army by 
63,000 men ; Russia increased hers by 130,000 and brought 
her -winter peace strength up to 1,845,000 ; French con- 
scripts were required to put in three years’ military service 
instead of two. 

General conditions were such that a wide extension of the 
war seemed highly probable and the strongest efforts were 
made by all the Powers to avert war between Serbia and 
Austria, and to terminate it after it had begun. In these 
efforts Sir Edward Grey took a conspicuous part although, 
until the invasion of Belgium, he denied that Britain was 
definitely committed by any agreements to intervene in a 
European war. 

On July 23rd Austria sent to Serbia a peremptory- note 
which had been ' -unofiScially ’ communicated to Germany 
Austria and before it was despatched. Austria demanded 
Serbia tjiat the Pan-Slav movement should be suppressed 
in Serbia, and that the Austro-Hungarian government should 
take part in the trial of Serbians who were suspected of 
complicity in the murder of the Archduke. An answer to the 
note was required -within forty-eight hours. Tliis very short 
time limit show'ed that Austria was determined to fight. 

*p. 139- 
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Great Britain stated explicitly that she had no interest in 
Serbia which would warrant military intervention, but joined 
wth Russia and France in urging Serbia to adopt a concilia- 
tory attitude and pressing Austria to allow more time for a 
reply to her note. 

Serbia made a most conciliatory reply to the Austrian 
note, but refused to allow Austro-Hungary to take any part 
in the impending criminal trial. She offered to refer this 
point to the Hague Tribunal or to the Great Powerspbut 
Austria refused this most reasonable offer. 

On July 26th the British fleet, which had just completed 
the summer manoeuvres, was kept in commission and not 
demobilized in accordance wth the usual custom. Three 
days later it was sent secretly to the North Sea and other 
stations. 

Sir Edward Grey now proposed that the Serbian question 
sir Edward should be referred to a Conference of the Powers, 
G«y but both Germany and Austria refused to agree. 
, On July 28th Austria declared war on Serbia and massed 
troops on her Eastern frontier as a precaution against a 
Russian attack. Grey now proposed to the German ambassa- 
dor, Lichtnowsky, that hostilities behveen Austria and Serbia 
should ce^e but that Austria should keep Belgrade as a 
pledge that her demands would receive full consideration. 
\Austria returned no answer to this proposal. On July 29th 
it was dear that Germany was contemplating a war with 
France, for Bethmann-HoUweg, the German Chancellor, 
inquired if Great Britain would remain neutral provided 
Germany promised to make no conquests in France while 
reserving the right to secure her colonies, and undertook to 
restore the integrity of Belgium after the war if circumstances 
should make it necessary for Germany to invade that coimtry. 
Grey flatly refused to give any such assurance which he said 
would be a disgrace to Great Britain. But on the same day 
Grey explicitly told Cambon, the French ambassador, that 
; Great Britain was under no obligation to support France in a 
war against Germany. On July 30th Goschen, the British 
ambassador at Berlin, assured Betlimann-HoUweg that, if 
Germany would help to maintain peace, neither Great Britain, 
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France nor Russia would adopt an ' aggressive or hostile 
policy ’ against her ; but the assurance failed to achieve its 
purpose. 

Meanwhile France was urging Grey to make a formal 
declaration tliat if war broke out Great Britain would inter- 
vene if nccessarjf ; for it w'as felt that such a statement 
would make Germany pause before engaging in war with 
France. Sir Eyre Crowe, the British ambassador in Paris, 
now urged Grey definitely to promise to give to France the 
military support of whicli she had ' an honourable expecta- 
tion But Grey took neither of these courses, for he was 
desperately anxious to keep Great Britain at peace and 
was reluctant to do anything which would compromise her 
neutrality. 

In case of war both France and Germany would derive 
great advantage from the occupation of Belgium. But 
Beifitum Great Britain, France, Prussia, Austria and Russia 
had guaranteed the neutralit}' and independence 
of Belgium by the Treaty of London in 1839. This country 
had always insisted that no agreement made by the Powers 
should be varied except with the consent of all the con- 
tracting parties, and the independence of Belgium had long 
been a cardinal point of British Foreign Policy. On July 31st 
Grey asked both France and Germany if they would respect 
the neutrality of Belgium. France inunediately gave the 
desired assurance ; Germany evaded the question, but asked 
if Great Britain would remain neutral if Germany respected , 
the neutrality of Belgium. Grey refused to give any such 
promise but again asserted that Britain was not committed 
to war. 

Russia completed her mobilization on the last day of; 
July, and Germany therefore declared war on her on 
August 1st. The action of Russia made war inevitable, but 
the real cause of the Great War was the offensive ultimatum, 
Austria had sent to Serbia on July zgrd.^ It is highly prob- 
able that Germany might have prevented war if she had 
checked the aggressive action of Austria. Her failure to do 
this must be included among the direct causes of the war. 

‘ P- *43. 
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On August 2nd Grey promised Cambon that, subject- to the 
support of Parliament, tlie British fleet would protect the 
Britain com- French coast and French shipping if the German 
mitted to war fleet attacked them. As a conflict between Fr^ce 
and Germany was now inevitable Great Britain was committed 
to war. Practically Britain had incurred this obligation m 
1912 when the rearrangement of the stations of the British 
and French fleets made Great Britain responsible for the 
North ;Sea and France for the Mediterranean. 

On -Aiigust 2nd the German ambassador at Brussek stated 
positively that" Germany had no intention of invading Bel- 
Great Britain gium, but on the same day an ultmatum w'as sent 
declares War Belgium demanding a free p^a'ge for German 
troops. VOn August 3rd Germany declared war on France 
and invaded Bdgium in spite of the Treaty of 1839; Grey 
strongly protested against the action of Gennany, and Goschen, 
the British ambassador at Berlin, told the German Chancellor 
that unless the German .txoops evacuated Belgium Great 
Britain would declare war on Germany. Bethmann-HoUweg, 
who sincerely desired peace with Great Britain, bitterly 
complained that ‘ Just for a word “ neutrality," just for ‘ a 
Iscrap of paper ", Great Britain was going to make war on a 
'^kindred nation who desires nothing better than to be friends 
\vith her.’ ‘ Unfortunately, sir,’ answered Goschen, ' that 
scrap of paper contains our signature as well as yours.’ 

Up to this time the idea of British intervention had been 
strongly opposed by many Englishmen ; the'I^bour^party 
v'as unanimous in favour of peace and many, perhaps most, 
of the Liberals were equally decided. On Simday, August 2nd, 
no one could foresee what course Great Britain would adopt. 
The invasion of Belgium convinced nearly every Briton that, 
as Sir Ed\%’ard Grey said, our ' honour and interest ' made it 
imperative that we shorild give armed support to Belgium. 
Lord Lansdowne and Mr. Bonar Law assured the Liberal 
pvemment of the hearty co-operation of the Unionist party 
in any action that became necessary'. The ' Labour party 
and many Liberals, although strongly opposed to war, came 
\into line and at ii p.m. on August 3rd, 1914, Great Britain 
declared war on Germany. 
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Britain had been forced into w’ar in spite of the heroic/ 
efforts Grey had made to preserve peace. But Germany, 
V. „ who might have checked Austria, refused to co- 

orcy s Policy ^ n • • ^ 

operate with Great Britain. Grey tned to revive 
the Concert of Europe as a means of averting war, but the 
Concert, which in recent years had si.v times prevented war, 
failed Europe in tlie greatest crisis in her history. He had 
persistent!}' asserted that Great Britain was not definitely 
committed to war in alliance ivith any Power in spite of the 
moral obh'gation she had incurred towards France, and hoped 
that her neutral position would lend weight to any representa- 
tions Great Britain might make. On learning that Germany 
had declared war on Russia he immediately sent seventeen 
telegrams to the Chancelleries of Europe in a vain attempt 
to stave off the inevitable. But all his efforts failed. 

Some critics consider that Grey’s policy was too indefinite.' 
They maintaui that if he had asserted that Great Britain 
woidd intervene on behalf of France on July 31st, when 
Cambon begged for such an assurance, Germany would 
never have declared war on France. But neither the Cabinet 
nor the House of Commons would have endorsed the statement 
on that day, and Foreign Policy is ultimately dependent on 
the approval of Parliament. Others, rvith greater probability, 
maintain that when the gravity of the crisis was fully realized. 
Grey might have averted war if he had explicitly warned 
Germany that an invasion of Belgium would compel Great 
Britain immediately to declare war on Germany. But History 
is concerned not with might-have-beens, but wth hard facts. 
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the Goehcn and Breslau, eluded the Allied Fleets and reached 
Turkish waters. Technically the Straits were closed to them 
as they were belligerent vessels but, at the suggestion of 
Wangenheim, they were made over to Turkey by a fictitious 
sale and reached Constantinople flying the Turkish flag. 
Their presence relieved the Sultan of the danger of a rising of 
the nois3^ but uninfluential, section of the population which 
was inclined to support the Entente. The offer of the Allies 
to guarantee the territorial integrity of Turkey on condition 
of her neutrality was declined, and at the end of October the 
ambassadors of the Allies left Constantinople. Great Britain 
now proclaimed a protectorate over Egypt and agreed that 
Russia should receive Constantinople after the war. Thus the 
traditional British policy towards Turkey, on which Palmer- 
ston and Disraeli had insisted, was completely reversed. 

In August 1914 Venizelos offered to Great Britain the sup- 
port of the Greek army and navy, but the offer was declined. 
Greece refusing the offer the British Government made 

a grave mistake, for the Greeks would have been 
only too glad again to make war on Turkey, and the Turks 
were destined to inflict grave injury on the cause of the Allies. 

Italy declared her neutrality on August 1st, 1914. She had 
never been an enthusiastic member of the Triple Alliance. 
Italy sided with Great Britain and France 

against Germany at Algeciras. Her recent war 
with Turkey had provoked strong protests from Germany who 
supplied the Turks with weapons to fight her ally, and from 
Austria who resented the extension of Italian influence in the 
Adriatic. Italy had declared that, although a member of the 
Alliance, she would never fight against Great Britain, whosel 
sympathy in her struggle for freedom and unification was stil^ 
remembered with sincere gratitude. Austria was the old 
enemy of Italy and the call of the ' unredeemed ’ lands was 
strong. But there was an -influential party, particularly 
among the nobles, who favoured Germany ; German financiers 
had gained considerable influence owing to the help they had 
given to the commercial development of the country, and 
Giolitti, the Premier, was a strong supporter of Germany. 
The refusal of Austria to give Trieste and the Trentino to Italy 
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as the price of neutrality, and the strong protests of the 
Italian people against a war in which Italy would fight Great 
Britain turned the scale ; on April 26th, 1915. Italy promised 
\to join the Allies within one month. The terms she exacted 
proved the truth of Salandra’s statement that ' sacred egoism ' 
must be the guiding principle of Italian policy. By the Treaty 
of London, 1915, the Allies agreed that after the war Italy 
should receive Southern T3T0I, IsWa (including Trieste), 
Northern Dalmatia, Valona'and a protectorate over Albarud, 
and the Dodecanese.^ If the Allies occupied Turkish territoiy, 
or extended their colonial empire in Africa, Italy was to receive 
suitable compensation. This treaty is open to serious 
criticism. It violated the principle of nationality, for the 
population of Northern Dalmatia was mainly Slav, the 
T3n-olese were Austrians and the inhabitants of the Dodecanese 
were Greek. The Serbians, Austrians and Greeks resented the 
transfer of their kindred to a foreign state, and the arrange- 
ment seemed fatal to the union of the Jugoslavs ® at which 
the Slav leaders were aiming. But the Allies were sorely 
weakened bj'' the failure of the expedition to the Dardanelles 
and by the success of Mackensen in driving the Russians out 
of Galicia, and they were compelled to purchase the support of 
Italy on her own terms. On May 22nd, 1915, Italy declared 
war on Austria. 

King Charles of Roumania was a Hohenzollem and rvished 
to support Germany and Austria, but the strong Democratic 
Roomania P^'dy led by Take Jonescu favoured the Allies. 

The issue of the war was doubtful and Roumania 
adopted a policy of ‘ watchful neutrality But the example 
of Italy had a strong effect on Roumania, and Austria refused 
to make the concessions necessary to liberate a large number of 
Roumanians from her authority. In the summer of 1916 tlie 
prospects of the Allies seemed good. A heavy blow was 
struck against the centre and south of the Austrian line by the 
Russians under Brussilov ; the German attack on Verdun was 
proving unsuccessful, and the First Battle of the Somme 
appeared likely to end in a great victory for the Allies. On 

» Twelve islands in the Aegean Sea. 

•i.e. Sonthem Slavs as distinct from those of Austria. 
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August 27th, 1916, Roumania declared war on Austria ; and 
a few days later Germany and Bulgaria declared war on 
Roumania. The Allies promised that at the end of the war 
Roumania should receive the Bukovina, Transylvania and the 
Banat of Temesvar. The promise of Temesvar, which ad- 
joined Serbia, seemed likely to weaken the united kingdom 
which the Jugoslavs hoped to establish, and the support of 
Roumania, as of Italy, was secured at the cost of strong 
resentment on the part of the Jugoslavs. 

The direct line of communication from Germany and 
Austria to Constantinople lay through Bulgaria ; Bulgaria 
Bulgaria could materially help the Allies by attacking 
Turkey from the North, and thus helping the 
Allies to get control of the Straits and to maintain communica- 
tion with Russia. But King Ferdinand was angry because by 
the Treaty of Bucharest, 1913, Bulgaria had been deprived of 
any share in Macedonia, which had been divided between 
Serbia, Montenegro and Greece. Although Great Britain had 
approved of the Treaty of Bucharest she tried to induce 
Serbia and Greece to restore Macedonia to Bulgaria, but they 
absolutely refused. Ferdinand had been on good terms with 
Russia, but the fear that Russia would get Constantinople if 
the Allies won the war seriousty alarmed him, and the fact that 
Serbia was the common enemy of Bulgaria and Austria led him 
to seek the friendship of Austria. As a member of the princely 
House of Coburg he was naturally inclined to support Ger- 
many which, he felt certain, was sure to win the war. But 
there was a strong party in Bulgaria which favoured the cause 
of the T riple Entente and was particularly well disposed towards 
Great Britain. The leaders of the opposition in the Sobranje 
warned ICing Ferdinand that he might lose his throne if he 
supported the Central Powers. A large peasant party led by 
M. Stambolisky was anxious for an alliance with the Entente, 
and their leader strongly urged that a Russian army should be 
landed at Varna and Burgas to co-operate \vith the peasants 
in forcing King Ferdinand to declare war against the Central 
Powers. In spite of the precedent Germany had made by 
invading Belgium, Sir Edward Grey refused to accept the 
suggestion that Great Britain should countenance the in- 
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vasion of a country with which she was at peace. Mackensen s 
success in Galicia proved the deciding factor, and on July 17th, 

1915, Bulgaria joined Germany, Austria and Turkey. 

The attempt to secure the help of the Arabs led to serious 
complications. Great Britain had recognized the French 
claim to predominant interest in Syria, but in 
^ “ 1915. wthout informing France, she encouraged 

Hussein to form an Arab Kingdom which was to include 
Syria. The French, finding that the Arabs resented their 
authority, strengthened their position by forming on May i6th, 

1916, a treaty vdth Great Britain and Russia which divided 
up Asia Minor and assigned Syria to France, Mesopotamia to 
Great Britain and Armenia to Russia. The problem of the 
final settlement of Syria was destined to add to the difficulties 
of the Peace Conference. 

^ In the early part of 1917 Great Britain was compelled to 
seek the help of the Japanese Navy for the protection of her 
^ commerce in the Far East. In February of that 
year a treaty was made which provided that Japan 
^was to receive all German islands in the Pacific lying north of 
'•the Equator, Kiaochou and Shantung, Thus Japan was to 
receive territory belonging to China which was one of our 
allies. 

The question of the freedom of the seas led to serious difficul- 
ties between Great Britain and the United States. In the 
The Freedom reign of Henry VIII Parliament declared that ' it is 
ot the Seas upon the na'vy, under God, that our safety doth 
depend ’, and the command of the seas had always been a fixed 
tradition of British policy. The British rightly claimed that 
their na\y^ had played a great part in frustrating the attempts 
of Louis XIV and Napoleon to secure the mastery of Europe, 
but their claim to the right to search neutral vessels had led 
to war with the United States in 1812-13. The Treaty of 
Ghent which concluded the war had given no formal definition 
of the rights of a belligerent with regard to neutral vessels, but 
the Treaty of Paris, 1856, provided that in time of war neutral 
ships should make neutral cargoes except in case of contraband 
^ of war, and that blockades to be respected must be effective. 
'On February 4th, 19151 the Germans proclaimed a submarine 
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blockade of Great Britain and Great Britain in reply declared i 
a counter-blockade of German ports. 

Shortly after the declaration of war the Allied Powers 
asserted that goods carried on neutral vessels were divided into 
three categories : contraband goods included all munitions of 
war ; food and clothing which might be used by the enemy 
were conditional contraband ; most commodities, including 
cotton and all seeds, were not contraband. But in time the 
war became a siege of Germany and an5' goods delivered for 
the enemy became contraband. The list of contraband goods 
was greatly extended by Orders-in-Council, the distinction 
between conditional and absolute contraband was abolished, 
and in March 1916 one htmdred and sixty-nine articles were 
declared contraband of war and therefore liable to seizure if 
carried by neutral vessels. 

The British policy aroused great indignation in the United 
States. American trade had benefited greatly by the war and*' 
the Americans objected to any attempt to restrict it. They, 
refused a request from Germany to prohibit the export of) 
munitions of war, of which the greatest part was destined for 
England. The}' resented the British custom of escorting to a 
British port neutral vessels the papers of which had proved 
to the naval officers who boarded them that they were bound 
to a neutral port and carried no contraband of war. They 
justly complained that owing to the rapid extension of the list 
of contraband by Orders-in-Council, goods which were not 
contraband when they left an American port often became 
contraband when they reached European waters ; they made a 
very strong protest when, early in the war, bunker coal wars 
declared contraband. 

The United States took a higher standpoint when they 
championed the cause of all neutral countries. They defended 
the interests of the smaller neutral states as well as their o\vn, 
and were particularly requested by Holland to undertake the 
task of maintaining the freedom of the seas for all nations. 
They refused to admit that a British Order-in-Council must be 
accepted as the international law of the seas. They com- 
plained that Great Britain was denying to non-belligerents the 
trading rights on which she had insisted when she was a 
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neutral in the Russo-Japanese War, Feeling ran so high in 
the United States that Congress authorized the construction 
of sixteen battleships and cruisers to protect neutral and 
American shipping against the belligerents of both sides. 

The tension between the two countries was relieved by the 
ruthlessness of the Germans which caused the United States 
^o join the Allies. Strong indignation had been aroused in 
America by the bnitality the Germans had shomi in Belgium. 
On May 7th, 1915, the Cunard p^engcr ship the TMsiianiq 
was torpedoed off the Old Head of lUnsale, and a number of 
American citizens were included among the 1,134 people _w^ 
were drovnied. The Germans stated that the Lusitania was 
can-jung munitions, but a judicial inquiry which was held at 
New York proved that this statement was untrue. The loss 
of American lives in such tragic circumstances caused a thrill 
of horror in the United States. On January 31st, 1917, the 
Germans declared their intention of sinking at sight any 
vessels, of whatever nationality, whidi they found in British 
or French waters. This policy brought the United States into 
the Great War, President Wilson asserted that ' vessels of 
every kind, whatever their flag, their cargo or their destination 
have been ruthlessly sent to the bottom, %vithout warning, and 
vuthout thought of help or mercy for those on board On 
April 6th, 1917, the United States declared war on Germany. 

Europe was oppressed b5' the horrors of war ; the longing 
for peace grew stronger and stronger and from time to time 
efforts were made to end hostilities. 

The first overtures came from Germany. On December , 
12th, 1916, the Germans asserted their desire to make peace, 
overtnres they did not specify the terms which they 

D«^m6’ willing to accept ; they were holding 

Belgium, Serbia and Roumania, and the AOies 
refused to consider the question of a peace on general terms 
at a time when the Germans were in so favourable a position. 
■In the same month President Wilson urged that the war 
should be ended by a ' Peace without Victory ’. Again the 
Germans refused to suggest definite terms, but the Allies, in 
spite of the serious reverses they had recently suffered, 
declared that the liberation of the Slavs and Roumanians from 
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the power of Germany and Austria, the restoration of Belgimn 
and the expulsion of the Turks from Europe were essential 
conditions of peace. 

By the beginning of IQ17 Austria was worn out. Secret 
negotiations were carried out with the Allies by Prince Sixte 
Austria ncgo- of Bourbon, the brother-in-law of the Emperor 
tiatcs, 1917 Charles, who desired to make peace with the Allies 
and was %villing to agree to the evacuation and restoration of 
Belgium and Serbia and the cession of Alsace-Lorraine to 
France. Mr. Lloyd George was in favour of accepting the 
offer, but Austria was imwilling to cede to Italy the South of 
the TjtoI, and owing to the opposition of Italy no further steps 
were taken to secure the \vithdrawal of Austria from the war. 

By the end of 1917 Great Britain was utterly weary of the 
war. The Germans won the Third Battle of Ypres (July srst 
Lord Lans- to November 6th) and the Battle of Cambrai 
Lctur,'*Nov. (November 20th to December 7th), and our cam- 
1917 ' paign in Flanders had failed. The Italians had 
been utterly routed at Caporetto on October 24th. The 
government of Russia had fallen into the hands of the Bol- 
shevists who had made peace with Germany by the 
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, March 14th, which brought Poland 
and Lithuania under German protection. It seemed doubtful 
whether the Allies could win the war and there was an earnest 
desire for an honourable peace. On November 22nd, 1917,1 
Lord Lansdo^vne in a letter to the Daily Telegraph suggested ; 
that negotiations might be opened with Germany if the Allies 
gave assurances that her position as a great political power 
should be maintained, and agreed to settle international 
questions, including that of the freedom of the seas, by peaceful 
methods. Tfie fetter did more harm tlian good. It did not 
emphasize the fact that the Allies were fighting for freedom, 
and that freedom was impossible imtil militarism had been 
destroyed. 

In the beginning of igi8 two important announcements 
were made. On January 6th Mr. Llo3'd George issued an 
BriUsh tcrms.official statement as to the terms on which Great 
Jan. 1918 Britain would make peace. He disclaimed any 
desire to destroy the Central Powers, although he advocated 
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autonomy for the separate divisions of the Austrian Empire. 
The Russian Revolution had relieved the Alhes of their imder- 
taking ^ to give Constantinople to Russia, and Mr. LIo}^d 
George stated that the Allies had now no desire to take 
Constantinople from the Sultan. But he also asserted that 
the national rights of Belgium, Italy, Roumania, Poland, 
Arabia, Mesopotamia, and Palestine must be acknowledged ; 
that Alsace-Lorraine must be restored to France ; that Ger- 
many must make Reparation for injmies done to Alhed terri- 
torj^ : that an international tribunal must be ^tabUsted^o 
'q'check war, and that the decision as to the f utiure of the German 
^colonies must be referred to a Conference of the Powers. 
This plain statement showed that, in spite of the ruthless 
submarine attack that Germany maintained. Great Britain 
Avas determined to stop the aggression of Germany, although 
her attitude towards Austro-Hungary and Turkey had been 
considerabl}'^ modified since December 1916. 

Two days later, on January Sth, President Wilson laid down 
the ' Fourteen Points ' which he considered essential for the 
The Fourteen establishment of lasting peace. These included 
Points, Jan. the evacuatioH and restoration of all territories 
conquered by Germany ; the cession of Alsace- 
Lorraine to France ; the settlement on the lines of nationality 
of the Italian boundary, Austro-Hungary, the Balkans and 
Poland. A protest was made against secret diplomacy ; the 
right of all nations to freedom of the seas was asserted. The 
germ of the League of Nations appeared in the demand for 
' a general association of nations ... for the purpose of 
affording mutual guarantees of political independence and 
territorial integrity to great and small States alike ’. The 
' Fourteen Points ' produced no immediate effect ; the German 
offensive of 1918 Avas the repl3'’ the Central Powers gav'e to the 
President’s terms. 

The AA'ar was fought to the bitter end. The German army 
suffered 2,500,000 casualties betAA’een March and NoA'ember 
The End oj ^9^8 ; the Allies pressed hard on their rapidlj" 
the Great retreating foes, whose left flank had been turned 
by the Americans and their right by the Belgians. 

^p. X49. 
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The German army had to choose between annihilation and 
surrender. The vtorak of the civilian population was broken ; 
Socialist risings took place all over the countr5% particularly 
in Cologne and the industrial to\vns of Westphalia. On 
November gth, the Red Flag was hoisted on the Royal Palace 
at Berlin and the next day the Kaiser fled to Holland. A 
mutiny broke out in the fleet at Kiel on November 4th and 
soon spread through the Baltic ports. On November 6th thel 
Germans sent a wireless message asking for permission to send| 
delegates to treat with Marshal Foch, the Generalissimo of the « 
Allied Forces. Marshal Foch agreed to meet them. Firing 
was stopped on the route the delegates were instructed to take, 
and they had an interview with Marshal Foch in a railway 
carriage near Hirson. ‘ Gentlemen,’ said the Marshal, ' what 
do you want ? ’ The Germans said they had come to con-, 
sider suggestions for an armistice. Foch bluntly stated that* 
the AUies did not want one and proposed to continue fighting. ^1 
The Germans then begged for an armistice and were given' 
three days to accept the terms of the Allies. 

The Armistice was signed at 5 a.m. on November nth and 
hostilities ceased six hours later. By the Armistice, which was 
The Armis- thirty-six days, the Germans were 

ticc, Nov. required immediately to evacuate all occupied 
' territory, to surrender 5,000 guns, 25,000 machine- 
guns, 2,000 aeroplanes, all submarines and seventy-four 
warships. The Allies were to occupy the left bank of the 
Rhine, and to form bridgeheads with a radius of nineteen miles 
on the right bank at Cologne, Mayence and Coblentz. These 
terms made it impossible for the Germans to offer any iurther 
resistance and compelled them to agree to any conditions of 
peace that the Allies chose to impose. 



CHAPTER X-IV 


THE PEACE TREATY OF VERSAILLES, 

1919 

T he task of making a just settlement was bound to 
be most difficult. Circumstances made it even more 
difficult than it need have been. 

President Wilson, a man of sincere religious conviction, 
believed that he would have the support of the United States 
President in his attempt to apply the Sermon on the Mount 
wuson tQ European politics. He desired to replace the 

old secret diplomacy, which had led to the war, by open 
negotiation. He wshed to make the world safe for democracy, 
to give full expression to national aspirations, to make justice 
the basis of the new world that he hoped to create. But the 
elections which had just been held in the States resulted in 
the return to Congress of a majority who disapproved of 
Wilsonism. The President found himself fighting for an 
' American ' policy which a majority of his people had re- 
jected. And soon the President was compelled to assent to 
arrangements which violated the principle of nationality 
and made new territorial readjustments for reasons of strateg}', 
or commerce, even of revenge. He failed to realize that 
differences of historical tradition and geographical situation 
made the whole outlook of Americans different from that of 
Europeans. He was convinced that the cause he advocated 
was that of God and the People, and this conviction made 
him impatient of delay and intolerant of critidsm. He ought 
never to have come to Paris and his failure is one of the 
tragedies of history. 

Popular clamour in Britain demanded strong measures. 
During the ' Khaki Election ’ of December 1918 the British 
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people hysterically clamoured for stem punishment for the 
Germans. They loudly applauded M r. L loyd.George.when, 
Popular in an d^ctioneering.address at Bristol, he said ‘ we . 
Feeung must Search the^pockets -ofGermany and compel f 
her to pay ‘ thVwhoie' wst of thejvar,*. "Mr. Bames, a Cabinet 
Minister, declared ' I_amTor^nging_the.KaiseiL' ; it was the 
most popular speech he ever made. The new House, of 
Commons consisted almost entirely of extremists, and when 
Mr. Lloyd George was thought to be treating Germany too 
leniently three'hundred and sixty members sent him a tele- • 
gram mrging him to change his policy. Some newspapers 
inflamed the minds of their readers by printing a daily message 
of hate, and virulently attaclced Mr. Lloyd George for what 
they called his weakness. The compulsion of popular opinion 
in France partly accounts for the excessive demands made by 
M. Clemenceau, and strong feeling in Italy forced the hands of 
Signor Orlando. v," 

The Conference of Versaiiles did not start its ivbrk nniii i 
January i8th, igig. The task of settling the problems thaC 
Early had OTspn out oHh,^war,\vas urgent and the.delay, 
Difflcnities \vhich was due partly to the British elections and 
partly to the late arrival of President Wilson, was most un- 
fortimate. When the Conference met it suffered from the 
lack of a programme based on a well-considered and definite 
policy. President Wilson refused to accept an Excellent 
programme which the French presented. The delegates did 
not know whether they were to draw up a Final Treaty which 
was to be imposed on Germany, or whether they were simply 
to make a Preliminary Treaty which would be followed by a 
Final Settlement made with the co-operation of Germany. 
Th eJourt een PpintsJ. of President-Wilson hadheen increased 
by later additions to twenty-three. Of these additions the 
most important ii^'fhe declaration that ‘ Peoples and pro- 
vinces must not be bartered about from sovereignty to sover- 
eignty as if they were chattels, or pawns in a game The 
President’s suggestions undoubtedly had some influence on 
the work of the Conference but were not adopted as its general 
policJ^ The Allies in their hour of victory were not willing 
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to accept terms which they might have accepted in January 
1918. Great Britain refused to agree to the freedom of the 
seas, and insisted that military pensions should be a-^ded to^ 
the ‘ civilian damages ’ that Germany was to pay ; France and 
Italy demanded territorial readjustments which -^dolated the 
principle of nationality. Mr. Harold Nicolson ^ asserts that 
‘ of President Wilson’s t\venty-three conditions 
with any accuracy, be s^"t6 "have been incorporate hlJhe 
Treaties of Peace ’. The determination of President Wilson 
made the League of Nations the chief consideration of the 
Conference in its early stages. At the end of March 1919 Mr. 
Lloyd George insisted that the main duty of the Conference 
was to make peace mth Germany, and that this task must be 
tackled at once. The Conference responded to this strong 
lead and by uruemitting efforts succeeded in completing the 
Peace Treaty by July. 

The choice of Paris as the meeting-place of the Confer- 
ence was unforttmate. The French were convinced that 
Germany had caused the war, and bitterly re- 
sented the injiaiy the invaders had inflicted 
on Northern France. Paris had been shelled during the 
war and was suffering from shell-shock. The general atmos- 
phere ^vas such as to make a just and final settlement im- 
possible. 

The task of the Conference was made more difficult by 
differences of interest behveen the Allies. France was deter- 
Dujercnces mined to gain security for the future, and thought 
ijetween the that she would attain her object only if Germany 
was crippled ; many Frenchmen.,^manded not 
only security but revenge. The Monroe Doctrine remained 
an"article of faith in the United States and Americans gener- 
ally were unwilling to make it subordinate to the idea of a 
League of Nations. The terms on which Italy had joined 
the Allies - had promised her control of the eastern coast of 
the Adriatic and caused strong resentment among the Jugo- 
sla\’s, who felt that an outlet on that sea was imperative 

1 Peacemaking, 1919, Constable, p. 44. 
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may from time to time advise the reconsideration by members 
of the League of treaties which have become inapplicable, 
and the consideration of international conditions whose con- 
tinuance might endanger the peace of the world Circum- 
stances soon showed that some of the conditions of the Treaty 
of Versailles urgently needed reconsideration, and Article 
XIX by vesting the power of reviewing treaties in the League 
of Nations has made war no longer the chief means of territorial 
readjustment. 

The League of Nations very soon rendered valuable services 
to Europe. The difficult questions that arose about Danzig 
and Fiume were settled when these cities were placed under 
the authority of the League. The institution of ‘ mandates ’ 
subject to the League solved the problem as to the disposal 
of the German colonies. Before long a dispute between Great 
Britain and Turkey as to the botmdaries of Irak was settled 
by the intervention of the League after the statesmen of both 
nations had failed to come to an agreement. But the League 
did not end war. Witlrin a few months after it was established 
Roumania went to war with Hungary ; Poland fought Russia ; 
the New Turkey that soon arose on the ruins of the old soon 
found itself engaged in a bitter struggle wth Greece. The 
League was hampered by the lack of effective guarantees 
that its decrees would be put into operation. It had no force 
which could compel recalcitrant nations to accept its decisions, 
and subsequent years were to show that the hopes with which 
the League had been established were sometimes disappointed. 
But the success of the League is imperative for the welfare of 
the %vorld, if only because it does supply an alternative for 
war which is bound to become more and more dreadful with 
the development of science. 

In making a new disposition of territory the Conference 
endeavoured to establish states on the basis of nationality. 
Nationality people the right of self-determination, 

and to see tliat alien minorities were protected 
from oppression. By re-creating Poland, establishing Hungary 
as an independent state, m^taining the union of German}', 
breaking up the anti-national Austrian Empire and recogniz- 
ing tlie independence of Czechoslovakia and J ugosla^da the 
12 
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tliat Great Britain and the United States wonld guarantee 
France against attack. ' 

Further differences arose between France and Great Britain 
as to Poland. The French wished to make Poland strong! 
Poland enough to act as an effective check on Eastern- 
Germany, Mr. Lloyd George objected to a scheme 
which would have put two hundred thousand Germans under 
Polish rule. Poland finally received Posen and West Prussia 
from Germany and Galicia from Austria, and thus recovered 
most of the territory she had lost by the partitions of the 
eighteenth century. Partly owing to the persistence of Mr. 
Lloyd George, who had opposed the cession of the whole of 
Silesia, Poland failed to get Danzig which is a German city. 
Danzig was made a free city under the League of Nations, 
and Poland enjoys equal rights with other nations in the city 
which, as the port of the Vistula, has played an important 
part in her commercial life. To give Poland easy access to 
Danzig she received the ' Polish Corridor a strip of hgrit 
cultural land ivith a considerable German population, lying 
between East and West Prussia and varying in width 
from twenty to seventy miles. The corridor cut off the 
Germans living in East Prussia from their fellow-country- 
men. 

The old ' ramshackle ’ Austrian Empire had been a mere 
mosaic of nationalities, held together by a personal tie to the 
The Break-up House of Hapsburg. It was now broken up into 
oi Austro- four parts. Austria became an inland state. The 
Hungary greater part of her territory and lack of 

access to the sea has led to grave economic crisis, and Vienna 
has been reduced to a state of famine. Hungary became a 
republic. Czechoslovakia, which owed its existence to the 
indefatigable efforts of Professor Masaryk, and Jugoslavia 
had been officially recognized by Great Britain in August 1918. 
A serious difficulty which had arisen between Jugoslavia and 
Italy %vas settled in 1920, when Italy surrendered the Dal- 
matian coast, and the recognition of Fiume as a free city 
imder the League of Nations gave to Jugoslavia the use of 
a -valuable Adriatic port. 

Italy received the Trentino, the population of which 
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would have added six million -men to the fighting force of 
Germany, and insisted that the naval and military forces of 
Germany should be strictly limited. The German army was 
to be reduced immediately to 100,000 men, conscription was 
to be abolished and the manufacture of munitions rigidly 
controlled. Germany was to surrender all her submarines 
and ail other ships of war except six battleships, six cruisers, 
twelve destroyers and twelve torpedo-boats. She was to 
give an equivalent in tonnage of her merchant shipping to 
compensate for allied shipping sunk by her submarines. 
As a further protection for France Germany was forbidden 
to hold by military force any part of the left bank of the 
Rhine, or that part of the right bank which lay within fifty 
kilometres of the river. The German fleet was given up, 
forty thousand cannons were blo\vn to pieces and all German 
fortified places wthin fifty kilometres of the Rhine were 
dismantled. 

The Allies recognized that it would be impossible to make 
Germany pay the whole cost of the war, but they required 
Kcparauona f® give Compensation for all damages 

done to civilian property, and, on the demand of 
Mr. Lloyd George and in spite of the opposition of President 
Wilson, included in this item the cost of military pensions 
and separation allowances. Germany was also to pay 
any debts which Belgium had incurred to the Allies. 
Germany was to pay £1,000,000,000 by May ist, 1921 ; 
conditions of further pa3mient were to be settled by a 
Reparations Commission which was to be established im- 
mediately. Germany was to give to France twenty million 
tons of coal a year for ten years, and to Belgium eight 
millions.^ 

German colonies were divided among the Allies not, as a 
rule, as absolute possessors but as mandatories of the League 
German of Nations to which they were to report annually. 
Colonies "pfig mandated territories included some countries 
which had never been German territory. Great Britain 
received mandates for Palestine and Mesopotamia, for the 
German colonies of East Africa and part of Togoland and 
the Cameroons ; Syria, part of Togoland and the Cameroons 
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made peace by the Treaty of Neuilly on November 27th, 1919, 
and ceded to Greece the north coast of the Aegean and to 
Roumania the Dobrudja. The Treaty of Sevres, which pre- 
scribed the tenns of peace with Turkey, was concluded at 
Sfevres on August loth, 1920, but did not come into force 
because it was never accepted bjf the Sultan. It left Con- 
stantinople and Gallipoli to Turkey, but deprived her of Syria, 
Palestine and Mesopotamia; it gave Smyrna to Greece. 
Although the Sultan still retained Constantinople, from which 
at one time the Allies had desired to expel the Turks, the 
proposed dismemberment of the Turkish Empire excited 
such national opposition that it proved the immediate 
cause of a restoration of Turkish power that was destined 
to involve Great Britain in serious difficulty in the near 
future. 

The making of the Treaty of Versailles had proved a most 
difficult and laborious task. The Treaty itself was so long 
Tbe Treaty indcx alonc was three times as great as 

partly soc- the whole text of the Treaty of Berlin. Its in- 
“ numerable details bore witness to the great 
industry of those to whom the drafting of the Treaty had 
been assigned. It attained a considerable measure of success 
and Professor Mowat ^ asserts that ' it contained a fairer 
adjustment of territories than had previously existed, and 
in the Covenant of the League of Nations it had the 
means for a beneficent order of international society in the 
future 

But its value was greatly impaired when on March 19th, 
1920, the Congress of the United States, with whom the final 
Tho with- approval of Foreign Policy rests, refused to ratify 
towoi or the the arrangements President Wilson had made. 

ted States President, whose health i 

had been impaired by his labours in Europe, embarked on a I 
burned tour through the States in which he proposed to ' 
deliver fifty speeches in twenty-five days. The effort was 
too great and he was stricken with paralysis two days before 
he completed his programme. 

^ A History of European Diplomacy, igz4-Z925, p. 154. 
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CHAPTER XV 


FROM VERSAILLES TO LOCARNO, 1919-1925 

T he Treaty of Versailles was only the first step 
towards the new order which the Allies hoped to 
establish after the Great War. The history of the 
last fourteen years deals largely with the attempts that have 
been made to remedy the defects, and make up the deficiencies 
of the Treaty of Versailles. In all the negotiations that have 
taken place Great Britain has played an important part and 
her Foreign Policy has been marked by tt£jtrong support; 
it has given to the Lea^e "of "Nafiq^ , ~ ' — 

Many grave problems' demoded solution. The Soviet 
government was a source of danger to Europe for it was 
Qacstlons based on the idea of class war ; it was definitely 
Qt Issue opposed to constitutional government and particu- , 
larly hostile to Great Britain. The Sultan had refused to * 
ratify the Treaty of Sevres ; the revival of Turlkish nationality i 
under the energetic leadersliip of Mustapha Kemal was soon 
to imperil the peace of Europe. PolaiM, unduly , conscious 
of her new position as a great Eufop^n'state, was in a most 
aggr^ive mood. The Liill e EnienU , an alliance formed to 
prote'cTtheir interests in "1921 between Czechoslovakia, Jugo- 
slavia and Roumania, added another complication to Euro- 
pean politics. The Reparati o ns Commission failed to make 
adequate provision for the repa5'raent ^by ‘ Germany of com- 
pensation for civilian damages and the cost of war pensions. 
The problem of disarmament was urgent, but every nation 
was bent on mamSSung it^wn security by armaments and 
refused to disarm. No arrangement had been made for the 
settlement of debts incurred by the Allied governments to » 
each other. The economic condition of A^tria was chaotic j 
it was so bad that Great 'RH '■ '"^^.to save the 1 
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contemplated although their own military power had been 
broken; they particularly resented the clause which im- 
puted to them the whole blame for the war and the strong 
protests their representatives made on this point seriously 
hindered the settlement that Europe so urgently needed; 
they were undoubtedly suffering from great distress and 
maintained that it ^vas impossible to pay the heavy repara- 
tions which were demanded by the Allies. Great Britain ■ 
and France were anxious to maintain the Entente Cordiale,‘^ 
but the (hfferences that arose in their attitude towards Ger-; 
many, Russia, Poland and Turkey were so acute that the' 
Entente was preserved only with the greatest difficulty. 

Great Britain desired to bring Germany back to the Concert| 
of Europe. Mr. Lloyd George held that ' a free, a contented 
and a prosperous Germany is essential to civilization ’. He 
wished to give a liberal interpretation to the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles and thought that the amount of reparations required 
from Germany was excessive. France insisted that the terras 
of the Treaty should be strictly carried out. But while the 
attitude of Great Britain toward Germany was fundamentally 
different from that of France Mr. Lloyd George strongly 
opposed the attempt of Germany to restore her military 
power. The army that Germany was maintaining was twice] 
as large as the Treaty of Versailles allowed. In April 1920 a 
German force had entered the demilitarized Rhine area and 
French troops therefore occupied Frankfort and Darmstadt. 
Investigation had sho^vn that Germany was keeping far more 
vrax material than the Treaty of Versailles permitted. At a 
Conference held at Spa in July 1920 Mr. Lloyd George insisted 
on the strict observance of the terms of the Treaty, and a great 
amoimt of German guns and mimitions of war was destroyed. 

A serious difference arose as to the allocation of Upper 
Silesia, a rich industrial district which both Poland and Ger- 
Uppw sucsia™^y anxious to obtain. In a plebiscite held 
on March 20th, 1921, in accordance with the Treaty 
of Versailles, 717,122 of inliabitants had voted for inclusion in 
Germany, wliile 483, 5r4 desired to be incorporated in Poland. 
It nns decided to ffivide the district, but while France 
thought that three-quarters should be assigned to Poland , Great 
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Great Britain now changed her attitude towards Russia. 
In August 1920 France recognized the separatist government 
which General Wrangel had temporarily established in the 
South of Russia, but Great Britain, which realized that 
intervention had failed and hoped to establish friendly rela- 
tions with the Soviet, refused to follow her example. Great 
Britain was the first of the Allied Powers to enter into negoti- 
ation with the Soviet government. On March 31st, 1921, 
Mr. Lloyd George made a Trade Agreement with Russia 
which undertook to cease from all propaganda against British 
interests. But that undertaking was not kept and active 
measures were taken by the Soviet to stir up disaffection in 
India against the British rule and to assist the cause of Com- 
munism in England. 

- ' A conference ^vas held at Genoa in April 1922 to deal with 
the economic position of Russia. The Soviet was repre- 
sented for the first time. The Russian delegates 
Genoa. 1932 great interest and suffered from a con- 

siderable amount of lionizing. They used the occasion to 
preach the cause of Communism and ivith great effrontery 
suggested to Mr. Lloyd George that if the Allies would pay 
five million pounds as compensation for damage done to 
Russia . Giving to the suppofrngiven''by~ Great ,’Brif^ _and 
France to the recent.rebellioris aigainM the Soviet, the latter 
woidd discharge the debts due from the Czarist government 
to the. Allies, which amounted ‘TdTfaK that "sum;" KeitKer 
the Russians nor the Germans found favour at the Con- 
ference and, oiling partly to indignation at their treatment, 
partly to opposition to the policy of the Allies, they made the 
Treaty of Rapallo on April i6th. Gennany, iiithout con- 
sideration'for^eXonference, formally recognized the Soviet 
government de jure., and made an agreement for the extension 
of trade between Germany and Russia. This action provoked 
a strong protest from the Allied statesmen at Genoa and 
led M. JPoincar^ to wain Germany-that if 'she failed to pay 
the reparations which ivoifld fall due on May 31st, ‘ each 
interested nation would have the right to take any measures 
which their interests required 
In spite of the agreement of - March 1921 the policy of 
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nation strongly endorsed their refusal to conclude such an 
agreement with a state whose political principles were directly 
opposed to those of Great Britain, and which, in spite of 
repeated promises to abstain from anti-British propaganda, 
made such propaganda one of the leading features of its 
rmofficial Foreign Policy. 

Difficulties that arose with Turkey also led to differences 
between France and Great Britain. Although the Sultan 
Turkey and had refused to ratify the Treaty of Sevres ^ the 
oio Powers Allies allowed him to retain Constantinople, partly 
because the^British feared that the Mohammedans of India 
would resent the expulsion of the Sultan, partly because 
great jealousy would be aroused if Constantinople was given 
to one of the European Powers. Demilitarized zones were 
established to guard the Straits ; the British occupied the 
zone of Chanak, otlier zones were held by French and Italian 
troops. The control of the Straits was assigned to the League 
of Nations and it was hoped that, by this arrangement, the 
problem of the passage of the Straits would cease to provoke 
such trouble as it had caused in the nineteenth century. 
The French and British governments authorized the Greeks 
to take possession of Thrace, the town of Smyrna, the adjoin- 
ing country of Ionia. The Greeks overran Thrace and occu- 
„pied Smyrna, which they made the base of operations against 
Anatolia. These measures for the dismemberment of Turkey, 
and particularly the intervention of the hated Greeks, pro- 
voked a strong national rising under the leadership of Mustapha 
Kemal, and a National Assembly, nominally subject to the 
Sultan, was set up at Angora in Anatolia. Largely owing 
to the influence of France and Italy, which now favoured 
the Turkish national movement, the Greeks were ordered in 
May 1922 to evacuate Smyrna and restore Thrace to Turkey. 
On their refusal Mustapha Kemal took up arms, utterly 
routed the Greeks at Afiun Karahissar on August 22nd, 1922, 
and captured Smyrna. The French and Italians supplied 
him %vith arms and he marched towards the neutral zones. 
The French -and Italians withdrew their troops, but a British 
army under General Harington remained in Chanak, fortified 
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and introduced Western methods which promise to make it a 
progressive and flourishing state. 

Two other most pressing problems were Reparations and 
Disarmament, and different opinions were held by the French 
and the British on both. 

The Treaty of Versailles had provided that Germany should 
pay to the Allies £1,000,000,000 by May ist, 1921, and should 
„ .. deliver to France a varying amount of coal up to 

Reparations . , . 

a maximum of 20,000,000 tons a year and to 
Belgium 8,000,000 tons a year. The final terms of reparation 
were to be referred to a Reparations Commission. The 
prescribed pa3mients were not made and the great distress 
from which the German people were suffering and the disas- 
trous effects the war had produced upon the .trade of the 
country led Mr. Lloyd George to doubt whether 'Germany 
could pay the reparations the Allies demanded. But France 
was inexorable. ■' She was comdneed that any failure of cash 
payment or coal delivery was due to the deliberate default of 
Germany, and desired by the further occupation of German 
territory to secure the full payment of reparations. The 
Reparations Commission reduced the amount of coal deliveries 
by about 50 per cent, but by July 1920 Germany had delivered 
only half of this reduced amount. A Conference at Spa 
resulted in an undertaking that Germany would pay 2,000,000 
tons of coal a month for six months. 

In January 1921 the Allies fixed the total amount of repar- 
ations which Germany was to pay for civilian damages and 
military pensions at £11,300,000,000, which was to be paid 
in forty-two annual instalments and to be supplemented by 
the payment of 12^ per cent on German exports. The Ger- 
mans declared that they could pay only one-tenth of the 
amount. Great Britain promptly passed the British Repara- 
tions Recovery Bill which empowered the Government to 
collect from British purchasers half the amount due for goods 
imported from Germany ; the allied troops occupied Diis- 
seldorf and Ruhrort. 

•’Biif these vigorous measures did not produce the desired 
effect and by May 1921 the Allies concluded that Germany! 
really could not pay the terms which had been imposed in; 
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a few Italian engineers showed that Italy and Belgium agreed 
with France. The Germans were furious and their govern- 
ment, 3rielding to popular clamour, stopped the payment ofi 
reparations and ordered the people of the Ruhr to adopt a! 
policy of passive resistance. The French expelled from the 
district 147,000 Germans who refused to obey their orders ; 
French railwa5men were brought to work the German rail- 
ways : French officials assumed control of the coal mines. 
The unfortunate inhabitants were reduced to the greatest 
distress ; many found it difficult to obtain sufficient food. 
The German government attempted to send them financial 
help, but the utter collapse of the mark, which in August 
was quoted at 55,000,000 to the pound sterling, not only 
hampered their efforts to relieve the people of the Ruhr 
Valley but led to financial chaos throughout Germany. A 
dangerous movement in favour of separation from Ger- 
many, which now manifested itself in the Rhineland and 
Bavaria, added to the difficulties of the unfortunate govern- 
ment. Meanwhile the French refused to budge. In answer 
to Lord Curzon's strong protests, which had encouraged 
Germany to maintain her attitude, M. Poincar6 courteously 
but firmly declared that France was resolved to assert her 
rightful claims against Germany, and that the cessation of 
passive resistance in the Ruhr district was an essential pre- 
liminary to further negotiation with the German government. 

The firm policy of M. Poincare proved successful. Herr 
Cuno, the champion of passive resistance, resigned in August 
1923. Dr. Stresemann, the new German Minister, showed 
himself strong enough to take the heroic but unpopular 
measures which were necessarj' to save Germany. He 
abandoned passive resistance, which in the last week of its 
practice had cost the government 3,500 trillions of marks; 
the Separatists were suppressed ; the currency was stabilized 
by the issue of new renUnmark. 

France was now firmly established in the Ruhr, but she 
welcomed the establishment of the Committee which was 
The Dawes appointed by the standing Reparations Commission 
Plan investigate the financial position of Germany 

and to decide how much she really could pay as reparations. 
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of Versailles must be interpreted reasonably and with due 
regard to the actual condition of Germany. 

The Dawes plan was formally adopted by the Powers at a j 
Conference which met in London in July 1924. The issue 
seemed doubtful, for the Reparations Commission had the 
right to declare Germany in default and French influence was 
very powerful on the Commission. But the United States, 
which %vas most anxious that the Dawes plan should be 
accepted, signified its readiness to send a representative to 
the Commission when the question of default arose ; the 
addition of an American member greatly strengthened the 
Commission and did something to remove the fear of Ger- 
many that she would not get an impartial hearing. The 
Conference also decided that if default occurred, sanctions 
should be applied not by any one interested government 
but by agreement of all governments concerned. 

Strong opposition was offered by the German Nationalists, 
who thought that the terms of the Dawes plan were too strin- 
gent, and by French Nationalists who thought them inade- 
quate. But the moderate party prevailed in each country and 
the remarkable skill with which Mr. Ramsay MacDonald con- 
trolled the meetings in London ensured success. The great 
problem of Reparations was definitely settled for five years. 

By this time little progress had been made with the question 
of Disarmament. The Treaty of Versailles had insisted on the 
Disarmament of armaments in Germany not only to 

check German aggression but ' in order to' render 
possible the initiation of a general limitation of the armaments 
of all nations ’. The race for armaments had been one of the 
main causes of the Great War and the League insisted that 
' the reduction of national armaments to the lowest point 
consistent with national safety ’ was essential for the main- 
tenance of peace. 

Circumstances seemed to make it impossible to devise a 
general formula for disarmament. Rich countries could afford 
to spend more than poor ones on munitions ; countries that 
recruited their armies by conscription had an advantage over 
those that depended on voluntary enlistment. The insular 
position of Great Britain rendered her immune from military 
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tain the status quo in the Pacific. The Allies agreed to main- 
tain the territorial integrity of China and proved their good 
faith by surrendering some concessions they had received. 
Great Britain gave up Wei-Hai-Wei which she had leased in 
May i8g8A Japan restored to China Kiaochou,® which had 
been leased by China to Germany in January 1898 and 
captmed by the Japanese soon after the outbreak of the Great 
War. The Japs renounced any claim to the exclusive posses- 
sion of Shantung ; satisfactory arrangements were made as to 
the control of the important Shantung Railway ; the Chinese 
agreed that foreign merchants should have full facilities for 
trade. 

The Conference of Washington was one of the few successful 
Conferences of the period. It established peace in the Pacific 
for a time and showed that disarmament, which so far had 
failed in Europe, was not a mere ideal but a matter of practical 
politics. The action of Great Britain in accepting parity of 
battleships wth the United States involved the surrender of 
the command of the seas which she had always enjoyed, and 
must be regarded as a substantial contribution to the cause of 
peace. 

The Inter-Allied Debts formed another of the war problems 
which remained to be solved. In 1918 the debts due from 
... tbe Allies to the United States amounted to 
£1,415,000,000 and the latter had incurred no 
debts to any of the Allies. Great Britain was owed 
£1,861,000,000 and owed £1,216,000,000. The balance of 
debt was in favour of Great Britain but against France, 
Italy and Belgium. 

The question of war debts led to acute controversy between 
Great Britain and the United States. The central problem 
was whether the debt Great Britain owed to the United States 
was to be regarded from the strictly commercial point of view 
as payment due for goods supplied, or as part of the cost of the 
Great War. The Americans pointed out that they had paid 
in cash for all goods they had purchased and held that a 
repudiation of the debt owed by Great Britain would be con- 
trarj' to the best traditions of commerce. They asserted that 
1 p. 122. ’ p. 122. 
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was to be afforded were not specified, and France regarded this 
clause as little better than a pious opinion. The Guarantee 
which Great Britain had given in 1919 was one-sided and 
Frenchmen felt that it was not consistent with the dignity of 
their country. The occupation of the Rulrr Valley had 
aroused bitter resentment in Germany and strengthened the 
aggressive National party. It %vas common knowledge that 
Germany had not kept to the limitation of military forces and 
equipment which the Treaty of Versailles had prescribed, and 
France feared that the recent additions would be used against 
her. She had tried to strengthen her position by alliances 
with Belgium and Poland ^ but felt that further measures must 
be taken to ensure the security which she ardently desired. 
A Pact of Non-Aggression for four months had been made at 
Genoa in 1922, but such a temporary measure afforded no 
permanent assurance of security for France or peace for 
Europe. Mr. Ramsay MacDonald said ‘ it is not merely a 
French problem, it is a European problem 

In 1924 and 1925 two serious efforts were made to deal \vith 
the question. In September X924 the Assembly of the League 
.ft. t. ft of Nations issued the Protocol of Geneva which 
of Geneva, forbade private war between nations, compelled 
arbitrators to give an award on grounds of equity 
in cases in which international law did not apply, and required 
members of the League to enforce by war if necessary the 
award of the arbitrators. The Protocol included a suggestion 
which Mr. Ramsay MacDonald had made earlier in the. year 
that areas on the frontiers of unfriendly states should be 
demilitarized. But the British Government preferred regional 
pacts and refused to accept the Protocol of Geneva on the 
ground that, if Great Britain accepted the pact, she might 
be required to take part in a European war for a cause which 
did not affect her own interests and which had been decided 
by a body in which her representatives formed only a small 
minority. National interests, which had caused the UnitedS 
States to repudiate the Treaty of Versailles, led Great Britain* 
to repudiate the Protocol of Geneva. 

In June 1925 Germany suggested that Great Britain, 

I74- 
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France, Germany and Ital}' should make an agreement to 
TbtiUlinciandniaintam the existing position on the Rhine. The 
Pact, 1925 Rhineland Pact definitely recognhicd that Alsace 
and Lorraine were French territory, and marked a great im- 
provement in the attitude of Germany, but Great Britain was 
unwilling to commit herself to further intervention in Europe 
in view of the heavy obligations which her Dominions imposed 
on her in all parts of the world, and for a time it seemed as if 
the proposal would produce no effect . The problem of security 
remained unsettled in the summer of 1925. 

But the Locarno Conference, which opened on October 8th, 
1925, and closed on October i6th, proved a great success and 
se jtled, for a_ time at Jeast, t.he.question of Security. Although ' 
the suggestion for a Rhineland Pact had not been accepted by 
Great Britain in June 1925, much quiet work had been done 
in the Foreign Offices of Europe, particularly by Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain and M. Briand. As a result of their labours 
representatives of Great Britain, France, Italy, Germany, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland met at Locarno. The atmo- 
sphere was favourable, for Germany showed a conciliatorj' 
spirit by acknowledging Alsace-Lorraine as French territory, 
and although, to soothe the German Nationalists, Herr 
Stresemaim put forward a request for the absolution of Ger- 
many from the guilt of causing the w'ar, the rejection of the 
offer did not prevent him from co-operating with the other 
members of the Conference. The meetings were informal, the 
delegates took council not only in the Palais de Justice at 
Locarno but in the garden of a wayside inn on the Lake of 
Geneva, and even by the bedside of Herr Stresemann who had 
retired to bed owing to indisposition. Progress was rapid. 
{Great Britain now joined wdth Belgium, Italy, France and 
I Germany in accepting the Rhineland Pact. The Covenant of 
ithe League bound Great Britain to take military action if 
necessary against any state wluch W'ent to war without sub- 
mitting her case to the Council of the League ; it also bound 
her to protect the independence of members of the League 
against aggression. To these obligations the Pact of 
Locarno added the duty of maintaining the slatus quo on the 
Rhine, Germany. France and Belgium undertook to keep 
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peace with each other and to decide by arbitration any diffi- 
culties that might arise. Germany concluded arbitration 
treaties with Poland and Czechoslovakia. A new spirit 
seemed to have arisen. Germany now voluntarily accepted/ 
the territorial settlement made bj' the Treaty of Versailles ont 
her western frontier ; she renounced all right to alter peace’ 
treaties by war ; she was wiling to become a member of the 
League of Nations ; she had laid aside the arrogance her repre- 
sentatives had too often displayed at previous Conferences. 
The Allies now treated Germany not as an outsider of dubious 
character, but as a worthy member of the Conference, and a 
desirable candidate for admission to the League of Nations. 

By October 1925 the general position had improved. The 
political atmosphere seemed to be inspired by the ‘ spirit of 
Locarno to which the recent Conference had given rise. 
Distinct progress had been made with regard to reparations ; 
the Washington Conference had established a valuable 
precedent for naval disarmament. But difficult problems still 
remained. France had not yet gained the security she desired ; / 
nothing had been done to settle inter-allied debts ; military/ 
disarmament seemed an impossible ideal. 
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The recognition of Germany as one of the Great Powers was 
essential for the stability of Europe, and the Pact of Locarno 
had provided that Germany should become a 
elected to member of the League of Nations with a seat on the 
the Leagoe Council. A special meeting was held at Geneva in 
March 1926 for the formal election of Germany, but, in spite of 
the strong support of Great Britain, the proposal was defeated 
owing to the opposition of Brazil and Spain who demanded 
seats on the Coundl for themselves. The action of these two 
countries, which gained the secret approval of some of the 
Western Powers, was followed by a treaty of Neutrality which 
Germany concluded wth Russia in April 1926. France, 
which in January 1924 had made an alliance \vith Czecho- 
slovakia, made an alliance with Roumania in June 1926 ; 
Europe appeared to be tending towards a revival of the Group 
S3'stem which was inconsistent with the principles of the 
Pact of Locarno. 

On September 8th, 1926, Germany was unanimously' 
elected a member of the League of Nations and received a 
pennanent seat on the Council. Brazil and Spain tlierefore -. 
resigned from the League, but M. Briand strongly supported 
the candidature of Germany and in a magm’ficent speech 
declared that ‘ wth the League goes peace, without it the| 
menace of war and blood ’. Germany had felt that the League 
had, in its early days, been used<<is a means of maintaining the 
Peace of Versailles and had complained that while Memel and 
Danzig, two German cities, had, in spite of the claims of 
nationalit}^ been removed from the sway of Germany for 
strategic reasons, in the case of Upper Silesia nationality had 
been made the e.xcuse for depriving Germany of territory she 
had long possessed. Her admission to the Coimcil of the 
League enabled Germany to plead her own case in person, and 
fuller knowledge of the working of the League made her 
appreciate better the splendid ser\dce it was rendering to 
Europe. In spite of the efforts of extremists in both countries 
the relations bet\veen the governments of France and Ger- 
many so far improved that in 1927 they concluded a Com- 
mercial Treaty. 

Article XV of the Covenant of the League of Nations does 
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not prohibit the use of war as an instrument of national policy 
Tuc BriMJd- recognizes that a nation may, in certain con- 
Keuogg Pact, ditions, go to war to maintain or secure its rights. 
t 927 Locarno definitely committed Gr^t 

Britain and Italy to go to war if necessity arose to maintain 
the settlement it had effected in the West of Europe. The 
Peace Pact of August 1927, w'hich is often called the Briahd- 
KeUogg Pact, outlawed war and so took a further and most 
important step forward in the cause of peace. It declared 
that warjw^ji denial of international law and asserted'that it 
must no longer be used as a political weapon. 

The Pact, which was due to the co-operation of the United 
States, was welcomed by Germany as a guarantee of peace ; 
it seemed likety to give to France the absolute security she so 
earnestly desired ; it would establish throughout the world the 
conditions that prevail in the British Empire; it would 
render great armies and navies imnecessary except as police 
forces on sea and land, or as a means of coercing an outlaw 
state. Its force was weakened by the assertion of the United 
States that war is permissible as a means of self-defence, by 
the action of Great Britain which excluded Egj'pt and some 
other regions from its operation, and by the lack of any mach- 
inery to enforce its terms. But the Peace Pact is ' the 
most significant and far-reaching event that has taken 
place since the signature of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations 

By 1933 there was manifest a growing tendency for the 
Western Powers to split up into two opposing blocks in sup- 
The Four France and Ge^man3^ This danger was 

Power Pact, Icounteracted by the conclusion, on the suggestion 
1933 Signor Mussolini, of a Four Power Pact by 

which Great Britain, France, Italy and Germany united to 
maintain the peace of Emope. In August 1933 the four 
countries imdertook 'to consult together on all questions 
appertaining to them and, with the framew'ork of the League 
of Nations, try to maintain peace ; to safeguard decisions 
which may be taken by the League ’ ; to do their utmost to 
promote Disarmament and economic reorganization. The 
1 Tht Rotmd 'Table, J9J7-S, p. 727. 
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Pact, which was to last ten years, united the four leading 
Powers in an attempt to keep the peace of Europe and to 
support the League of Nations. 

In spite of the temporary reaction which had followed the 
Pact of Locarno, in spite of continued ill-feeling caused by the 
Polish Corridor, the subjection of many Magyars, Germans, 
Slavs and Greeks to alien rule, the assertion of Italian authority 
over the Austrians of Southern TjtoI, the peace of Europe wa^- 
more firmly established in 1933 than it had been in 1925.^ 

The relations between Great Britain and Russia have shown 


considerable variation since 1925. In that year Russia tookj 
Great Britain ^ British exports, and British' 

nnd Rossia, merchants naturally desired to take full advantage’ 
of the opportunities for commerce that the vast! 
material wealth of Russia afforded. But the Soviet continued 


to advocate class war and favoured the spread of Communism 
in other countries. The Tliird International persisted in its 
propaganda ; it met with some success in Persia ; in China, 
where the value of British interests was estimated at from 


;f400,ooo,ooo to £700,000,000, it aroused a strong anti-British 
feeling. The resentment caused by this policy was greatly 
increased when in May and June 1926 the Soviet sent £380,000 
to support the general strike which the miners had promoted 
in England, and Sir Austen Chamberlain strongly protested 
against this action. Grave suspicions were felt that the 
Soviet Trade Delegation and ' Arcos the chief Russian trad- 
ing agency in London, were supporting the Communist Cause, 
and on May 12th, 1927, a raid on Soviet House showed that 
these suspicions were justified. In consequence the Trade 
Agreement which had been concluded in 1921 was broken off 
by the Conservative Ministry. But the Labour party, which% 
favoured friendly relations ivith Russia, took office again. In ) 
1929, Mr, Arthmr Henderson concluded another Commercial 
Treaty, and diplomatic status was again granted to a Soviet 
Trade Delegation. In the summer of 1933 two employees of 
the Vickers-Maxim Company were arrested in Russia on a 
charge of espionage and sabotage. They were found guilty 
and imprisoned. They absolutely denied that they had acted 
as _ spies for the British Government and their denial was 
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officially confirmed in the House of Commons. The Foreign 
Secretary strongly protested against the sentences that had 
been passed on two innocent British subjects and, as the Soviet 
refused to liberate the prisoners, the British Government broke 
off all commercial relations between Great Britain and the 
Soviet. This vigorous action led to an immediate diminution 
of Russian trade and compelled the Soviet to release the 
prisoners within a few weeks of their condemnation. 

Although the Soviet still preaches Commimism and the 
Third International continues its propaganda against con- 
stitutional government, Russia appears to be less dangerous 
to the peace of Europe than it was ten 5'ears ago. The forward 
policy which Japan has recently adopted has seriously alarmed 
the Soviet which fears that Japan, if secxurely established in 
Manchuria, will probabty attempt to secure Vladivostock and 
the maritime provinces of Eastern Siberia. The German 
Nazis are the sworn foes of Communism and their desire, to 
' colonize ’ Eastern Europe is regarded as a threat to Russia. 
\The co-operation between the Soviet and Germany, which 
started at Rapallo in 1922 ^ and was confirmed by the Treaty 
Of Berlin in 1926, ®has been weakened. Germanyis no longer 
an ally but an enemy of the Soviet. These new and dangerous 
political conditions have caused a complete change in the 
foreign policy of the Soviet. Its deputies seized the oppor- 
tunity afforded by the London Economic Conference of 1933 
to conclude treaties for the stabilization of existing frontiers 
with ten states which border on Russia including Poland, the 
Little Entente, Turkey, and Afghanistan. By these treaties the 
Soviet accepted'the territorial settlement made by the Treaty 
of Versailles, it established a barrier of friendly states between 
Russia and Germany and thus guarded itself against an attack 
from the rear if war should break out with Japan. The 
prospects of peace in Eastern Europe have greatl5^ improved 
since the Sovdet has resigned the idea of recovering from 
Poland and Roumania territory that once belonged to Russia. 

But little progress has been made in other directions. The 
problems of Disarmament and War Debts still remain un- 
settled, that of economic rehabilitation has become acute. 

» p. 177. 
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The Pact of Locarno made no provision for disarmament and 
Germany justly complained that, although she had been dis- 
armed in 1919, comparatively little had been done to effect the 
general reduction in armaments which was contemplated by 
the Covenant of the League of Nations.^ 

Attempts were made to continue the work of naval dis- 
armament which had started at Washington in 1921.2 The 

Disorrooment Treaty had limited the number of 

Conference nt battleships and heavy cruisers which the Powers 
Geneva, 1927 maintain and Great Britain had scrapped 

1,797,000 tons of naval shipping between 1918 and 1927. 
But by 1927 competition in lighter war vessels had led to a 
marked increase in the construction of light cruisers, destroyers 
and submarines, and a Disarmament Conference met at Geneva 
by invitation of President Coolidge in that year. France and 
Italy were aggrieved because they considered that the Wash- 
ington Treaty had not allowed them a fair proportion of heavy 
sliips, and only Great Britain, the United States and Japan 
sent representatives. The United States claimed that they 
might put the whole of their strength into heavy cruisers. 
Great Britain asserted that she required at least seventy light 
cruisers to protect the transport of foodstuffs, to maintain 
communication -with different parts of the Empire, and to 
patrol disturbed areas such as the Red Sea and Persian Gulf. 
It was found impossible to establish parity as between heavy 
and light cruisers and the Conference proved a complete 
failure. Britain refused to discontinue the construction of 
light cruisers ; Congress sanctioned the construction of fifteen 
new ships, although it refused President Coolidge's request that 
seventy-six should be added to the American Navy. 

In 1927 Great Britain and France held a Conference about 
Disarmament and made an agreement which greatly displeased; 
Franco-Brit- United States and Germany. At first serious 
ish Agree- difiercnces between the two seemed likely to wreck 
ment, J927 Conference. France demanded that reservists 
should not be counted as part of the army, and claimed tliat 
each power might build any class of vessel it chose provided 
it did^not^ exceed the specified tonnage. ^ Great Britain re- 
* p. 185. ' ’ p. 186 
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sisted both proposals, but ultimately a compromise was 
reached. Great Britain agreed that French reservists should 
not be included in the estimate of military forces, while France 
agreed that na\des , should be r<afaicted not on the basis of 
tonnage but-by^pecification oLshipirand guns. The com- 
promise was regarded, incorrectly, as a new entente between 
Great Britain and France, and it was feared that the position 
of the League would be impaired by the revival of the old 
system of alliances. The United States thought that the 
Washington Treaty was nullified by the new arrangement, and 
Germany, which had few reservists, strongly resented the 
addition of French reservists to the military forces which 
France was to be allowed to maintain. 

The problem of disarmament was discussed at a meeting 
convened by the League of Nations in April 1928. M. Lityi- 
noff, the representative of the Soviet, proposed that all armies 
and navies and military conscription should be abohshed, and 
denoimced the League for its failure to secure disarmament. 
Count von Bemsdorff, the delegate of Germany, supported 
M. LitvinoS’s criticism of the League, but Lord Cushendun 
denounced the Soviet for its refusal to co-operate with the 
League, and declared that M. Litvinoff's proposal was 
prompted by a desire so to weaken the countries of Europe 
that they would not be strong enough to resist the spread 
of Socialism. 

Another Naval Conference was held in London in 1930- 
For the first time the tonnage and character of all ships of 
London Were limited and defined. France and Italy 

coniercnce, absolutely refused to reduce their navy, but Great 
Britain, the United States and Japan restricted 
the unit size of submarines and reduced the number of their 
battleships, of which Great Britain destroyed five, the United 
States three and Japan one. But each Power reserved the 
right to increase its o-wn tormage if an increase on the part 
of any other Power made such an action necessary. 

A Disarmament Conference which was held at Geneva in 
^933 proved a comjplete failure. A strong difference appeared 
between Great Britain and the other members. The former 
insisted on her right to bomb insurgents on the outskirts of 
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the Empire and persisted in her claim in spite of strong 
opposition. 

In spite of the efforts of Great Britain little real progress 
towards disarmament has been made since 1924. Between 
1924 and 1930 the military expenditure of the United States 
and the chief nations of Europe increased by more than 
^150,000,000 per annum. Great Britain and Japan made no 
increase in this period. 

The failiure of disarmament in Europe has been largely due 
to fear. The nations have been afraid to disarm because the 
-ThePo’siuon POsition in Eastern Europe remains highly un- 
ofDisarma- stable and France, in spite of the fact that the 
meat in 1933 gf Eastem Frontier has been made 

impregnable by an elaborate system of fortifications, still 
fears Germany. The prospects of peace have been improved 
by the Peace Pacts of 1925, 1927 and 1933. But dissensions 
between the Powers or aggressive action by Germany or 
Russia may lead to war and the peace of Europe rests to-day 
not so much on Peace Pacts or the League of Nations as on 
the standing armies of France, Belgium, Poland and the LiUh 
Entente. 

Up to the summer of 1933 it seemed that disarmament, 
although a failure in Europe, had been effected as far as the 
Pacific was concerned by the treaties of Washington, 1921, 
and London, 1930. But the rivalry of Japan and the United 
States has lately become keener and both coimtries, although 
prohibited by the Treaty of London from increasing their 
fleets before 1936, have adopted programmes of naval con- 
struction which ivill lead to a considerable increase immediately 
after that date. In June 1933 President Roosevelt approved 
of the construction of thirty-two new fighting ships at a cost 
of £50 |OOo,ooo. Japan immediately arranged for more new 
ships at a cost of £55,000,000. In July the United States 
gave a formidable display of naval power in manoeuvres con- 
ducted off Hawaii ; in August Japan replied to the challenge 
by carrying out extensive operations in the Western Pacific 
arid arranging a most imposing air display in ToMo and the 
neighbourhood. France and Italy, who were not parties to 
the London Treaty, are building a large niraiber of cruisers. 
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Great Britain, wMcli has loyally observed both the spirit and 
the letters of the recent treaties, may find herself at a serious 
disadvantage in the near future. Ten thousand officers and 
men were released from the Britirii Navy between March 
1929 and March 1933 and the personnel of the navy is now 
18,000 less than that of the United States and about equal 
to that of Japan. One hundred and eighty aircraft are 
attached to the British Navy, the Japanese, American, French 
and Italian Navies have each about twice as many. In 
September 1933 the Admiralty issued a new programme pro- 
viding for the addition of riventy-five new cruisers, an annual 
addition to the Fleet of fifteen to eighteen destroyers and a 
substantial addition to the Naval Air Force. It seems as if 
a new race for armaments has begun and a race for armaments 
was one of the causes of the Great War.^ 

^ Largely owing to the influence of Great Britain the Alhes 
evacuated the Rhineland in 1930 although the Treaty of 
jVersailles gave them the right of holding it until 1935. and 
m February 1931 France made a loan of £1,600,000 to Ger- 
many. But the Germans thought that the whole of the 
Rhineland should have been evacuated in 1925 and the 
evacuation led to an outburst of Nationalism which has been 
greatly strengthened by recent developments in Germany. 
The proposal made in 1931 to establish an Austro-German 
Customs Union caused consternation in France, which has 
steadily opposed not only the Anschluss ® but also any ten- 
dency to agreement between Germany and Austria on the 
ground that such union would^ enormously increase the 
military power of Germany, 

The spread in Germany of thelNazi, or Nationalist-Socialist, 
movement is a disturbing factor. Opposition to the settle- 
Hcrr ffluer ^n^t made at the end of the Great War has 
Nazis, expressed itself in three ways. Up to 1923 
^Germany adopted a policy of passive resistance ; 
Dr. Stresemann endeavoured to secure his aims by diplomacy ; 
the Nazis rely upon force. In 1930 they gained one hundred 
and seven seats in the Reichstag. In 1933 Herr Hitler obtained 

* Mr. Hector C. Bywater. Daily Telegraph, Sept. 5th, 1933. 

• The political onion of Austria and Germany. 
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a majority in the Reichstag and has used the opportunity 
to crush all opposition and to make the^Nazis the supreme 
power in Germany. Hitler’s aim is to establish a national 
party which shall secure prosperity at home and restore to 
Germany her former position abroad. He relies for support 
not upon the Junkers, who formed the backbone of the old 
Nationalist party, but upon the young men of Germany to 
whom his objects make a strong appeal. The persecution 
of the Jews, which has been a marked feature of his poHcy, 
is said to be due not to their religion, but to a belief that the 
great influence they have exercised cannot in the interests 
of Germany be left in the hands of men of alien birth. The 
Nazis repudiate much of the Treaty of Versailles. July 28th, 
I 933 i the fourteenth anniversary of the signing of the Treaty, 
was kept as a day of mourning in Germany. Flags hung at 
half-mast ; in the evening all young people were required to 
attend a ‘ Versailles meeting ' at which the Treaty was 
denoxmced as an outrage on Germany. The Nazis have 
attempted to establish their power in Austria in defiance of 
Article 80 of the Treaty of Versailles whereby Germany 
undertook to respect Austrian independence. It is possible 
that this attempt is part of a plan to unite aU Germans 
into a great central State which shall include Germany, 
Austria, and parts of Denmark, Holland, Flanders and Swit- 
zerland. 

The peace of Europe depends largely upon the manner in 
which Herr Hitler uses the great power he has secured. He 
attained his position by force, but on July 7th, 1933, declared 
that ‘ the time has come to pass from revolution to evolution ’. ^ 
He accepted the Four Power Pact and thus came into alliance J 
with France, Italy and Great Britain. On receiving ' friendly 
protests ’ from these countries he stopped German airmen 
from dropping Nazi pamphlets in Austrian to\vns in August 
1933 - But later in the year Germany resigned her member- 
ship of the League of Nations and negotiations between 
Germany and France for a settlement of their differences 
proved unsuccessfifl. If Hitler is able to curb the fiery zeal 
of his youthful supporters and faithfully to observe the terms 
of the recent Four Power Pact the peace of Europe may be 
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maintained. K the extremists of the Nazi party secure 
control Europe may soon see another Great War. 

No satisfactory solution has been found for the problems 
of War Debts. President Coolidge reasserted the demand of 
the United States that war debts should be paid 
^ in fuU, but the debtor countries found great 
difficulty in meeting their obligations owing to the failure of 
Germany to pay reparations and to the economic crisis caused 
by the increasing depression in trade. In December 1932 
France repudiated payment, but Great Britain paid in full, 
although there was a general feeling in the country that no 
further payments should be made. In June and December 
1933 Great Britain paid £ 2 , 000,000 instead of the £19,000,000 
which was due, and President Roosevelt accepted this as a 
' token pa3mient or an acknowledgment that the full amount 
was legally due. 

The problem of Reparations was intimately coimected with 
the economic question. By 1925 the general economic con- 
_ dition had improved. The gold standard was 

generally established and the Dawes Plan seemed 
to have settled the thorny problem of reparations. Produc- 
tion increased and from 1925 to 1928 world trade showed an 
increase of 15 per cent. 

For three years Germany paid the instalments fixed by the 
Dawes Plan. But in spite of these payments the external 
liability of Germany was not reduced and her indebtedness 
to other cormtries was greatly increased by the foreign capital 
which had been-provided for her domestic reconstruction. A 
further attempt to improve the financial position of Germany 
wasmadeinigzgby theYoungPlan. A distinction was drawn 
between ' conditional payments,' which were to be made 


only if the internal condition of the cormtry made pa3ment 
possible, and ‘ luiconditional payments,’ which were to be 
made in any circrunstances. France was to receive a large 
proportion of the latter. Mr. Philip Snowden [Viscount 
Snowden] declared that Great Britain was unfairly penalized 
by. the Yoimg Plan, which he described as ‘grotesque and 
ridiculous , and it proved of little practical use. 





By 1930 renewed economic depression aggravated the 
ifficulties of Germany, and the Nazi party, which was rapidly 
aining ground, repudiated any further pa5mient of repara- 
ions, In order to give Germany time to recover President 
Joover declared a moratorium of one year for both war debts' 
md reparations. Great Britain welcomed the declaration, 
but France assented to this arrangement mth reluctance 
because she persisted in the belief that the failure of Germany 
was deliberate, and feared that Germany would use the 
money to increase her military forces. The failure of the 
Darmstadter Bank on July 13th, 1930, marked an economic 
crisis which made the pa5nnent of reparations impossible 
and imperilled the payment of interest on the foreign loans 
which had been floated to assist the financial recovery of 
Germany. 

Another Conference was held at Lausanne in 1932 to deal 
with the question of War Debts and Reparations. The Con- 
ference practically put an end to reparations and relieved 
Germany of her obligations to the Allied cormtries. Germany 
has not paid ‘ to the uttermost farthing ’ — and never will. 
But the Conference did nothing to relieve the Allies of the 
war debts they owe to the United States, and at present it 
seems likely that this question may be settled by the refusal 
of the Allies to pay any more. 

By 1933 the economic condition of the world had become^ 
desperate. Production had increased so fast that supply 
The Economic Outran demand ; prices fell and unemployment 
Crisis, 1933 increased ; the world ivas impoverished by the 
war and could not afford to buy the manufactured goods with 
which the markets were saturated ; the increased use of oil 
and gas greatly lessened the demand for coal. International 
debts and depreciated currency made matters worse. All 
-European countries had, in vaiying degrees, sought to increase 
their trade by Protection and in 1926 general commerce was 
greatly hampered by the seventy-six traffic barriers that 
existed in Europe. The World Economic Conference which 
met at Geneva in 1927 recognized the disastrous effect 
that tariffs had produced upon the trade of the world. It 
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dedared that ' the time has come to put an end to increases in 
tariffs and to move in the opposite-direction It urged that 
economic co-operation should replace economic nationalism. 
The years 1928 and 1929 saw a distinct reduction in tariffs 
and an attempt to stabilize those that remained by means 
of Commerdal Treaties. But the economic crisis of 1931 led 
to reaction. Nations imposed new tariffs to protect their 
own trade and Nationalism again triumphed over Inter- 
nationalism. 

The problem was world-wide, and on June 12th, 1933. tli® 
ddegates of seventy-six nations representing 2,000,000,000 
The London People met in London to try to save the world 
Conference, from ruin. The position was desperate. Since 
1929 the production of raw materials had fallen 
30 per cent, international trade had diminished 25 per cent in 
volume and 50 per cent in prices, national incomes had fallen 
and in some cases the fall amounted to 50 per cent. The 
unemployed numbered 30,000,000. Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, 
who presided, declared that, ‘No nation can permanently 
enrich itself at the expense of others. International co- 
operation is our best way to national recovery.' 

On May 16th President Roosevelt expressed his cordial 
approval of the proposed Conference and said that it ‘ must 
establish order out of the present chaos by stabilization of 
currencies, by freeing the flow of world trade and by inter- 
national action to raise price levels ’. The main object of 
the -Conference was therefore to stabilize currencies, and to 
raise prices by international action. 

When he took office in March 1933 President Roosevelt said , 
that America was ‘ djung by inches ’ and he made strenuous 
efforts to raise prices in the United States. By the end of 
June prices on all commodities had risen considerably and 
the price of wheat, which was affected not only by the Presi- 
dent’s policy but by drought and heat, on Jime 26th and 27th 
rose twelve cents a bushel. The rise in prices led to great 
variations in the value of the dollar ; in one single day, 
Thursday, June 29th, the fluctuations amounted to seventeen 
and a half points. Thus a successful attempt to raise prices 
had led not to stabilization but to destabilization of currency. 
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The two main objects of the Conference appeared to be in- 
compatible. 

The action of President Roosevelt, which amounted to a 
declaration in favour of a free currency system, seriously 
alarmed France, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, Italy 
and other European countries which had adopted the gold 
standard. They maintained that currency must be stabil- 
ized in order that merchants trading mth foreign countries 
may know exactly the prices they \vill receive for their 
goods. A ' block ’ of fifteen states was formed to main- 
tain the Gold Standard and every effort was made to 
secure the adhesion of Great Britain. Great Britain strongly 
favours the stabilization of currency but holds that as long 
as the value of the dollar remains uncertain she must retain 
freedom of movement for the pound sterling. She refused 
to join the Gold Block, which appeared to be an economic 
union of Europe against the United States, and still hoped 
to secure the help of the latter in establishing world finance 
on a sound foiondation. 

Meanwhile President Roosevelt, impressed wth the urgent 
need of improving the industrial position of the United States, 
had sent a message to the Conference asserting strongly that 
while ' our broad pxupose is the permanent stabilization of 
every nation’s currency ’, yet ‘ the sound internal economic 
system of a nation is a greater factor in its well-being than 
the price of its currency, and, in changing terms, of the cur- 
rencies of other-nations ’. He assured nations that ' balanced 
budgets and living within their means ’ were essential if the 
financial position of the world was to be established on a 
soimd foundation. Largely owing to the persistence of Great 
Britain a reply was despatched to President Roosevelt on 
July 3rd which asserted the need of maintaining the gold 
standard as a means of currency stabilization, and suggested 
that governments shotdd co-operate with Central Banks to 
limit the reckless speculation in exchanges which had resulted 
from the policy of the United States. The President rejected 
the proposal of the Conference ' in its present form ’ and the 
Conference adjourned. Again Nationalism had prevailed 
over Internationalism but with an important difference from 
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P OLITICAL evolution is marked by progress from a 
smaller to a larger unit, from a lower to a higher 
standard of civilization. Progress is not continuous ; 
it comes not in a flood but like the tide by alternation of 
ebb and flow. It is slow ; each phase requires centurjes for 
its accomplishment. It is the result of strife and has always 
involved warfare. 

The family, the earliest unit, was superseded by the tribe, 
which, owing to military reasons, expanded into the tribal 
kingdom. The union of tribal kingdoms produced the 
national Idngdom. To-day Europe is painfully struggling to 
attain the higher ideal of Internationalism and our ' present 
discontents ' arise from the conflict between the principles of 
Nationalism and Internationalism. 

The evolution of Nationalism lasted about a thousand 
years. The principle of Internationalism had been involved ^ 
in the Holy Roman Empire ; it became a power in modemi' 
politics at least a lumdred years ago. 

In the nineteenth century Internationalism profoundly 
affected the Treaty of Vienna which revised the territorial 
settlement of Europe after the Napoleonic wars. It was the 
basis of the Congress System which broke do^vn when the 
British representatives left the Congress of Verona in 1822. 
It led to 'the Concert of Europe which functioned inter- 
mittently, but on several occasions solved problems which 
had proved too difficult for the ministers of separate states. 
But Nationalism proved a stronger power in Europe. It 
upset the settlement which had been made by the Treaty of 
Vienna. It led to the establishment of the independence of 
Belgium, the foundation of rmited kingdoms in Germany and 
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Herr Hitler, supported by a nation in arms, may prove more 
dangerous than the old sabre-rattling Junkers. Poland is 
aggressive ; Bulgaria restless ; Italy whicli, according to 
Signor Mussolini, 'must expand or burst’, is determined to 
extend her boundaries in order to proride homes for her super- 
fluous population. But there is no room for Italy to expand 
within the Mediterranean area and the colonial restrictions 
imposed by the Peace Treaties have seriously limited her 
power to secure such extensive colonies as her needs demand. 
Japan, in defiance of the League of Nations and of her o\vn 
promise to respect the integrity of China, has occupied Chinese 
territory. The rivalry between Japan and the United States 
for the mastery of the Pacific has become acute. 

The Foreign Policy of Great Britain becomes a matter of 
supreme importance in this time of world crisis. 

There is no doubt that Great Britain will continue those 
strenuous efforts in the cause of peace which have long been 
among the most honourable traditions of her Foreign Office. 
She ^vill therefore continue strongly to support the League 
of Nations as the best available instrument for maintaimng 
peace. Article XIX of its Covenant gives to the Assembly 
of the League the power of urging ' the reconsideration of 
treaties which have become inapplicable and the consideration 
of international conditions whose continuance might endanger 
the peace of the world ’. Peace can never be assured as long 
as one Power keeps another in subjection and the wise exercise 
of the power the League possesses may ensure the peaceful 
solution of difficulties which if not solved in peace will certainly 
be solved by war. The duty of the League is not to maintain 
but to adjust the Treaty of Versailles. 

The League is not a super state possessed of the right to 
exercise compulsion or discipline upon the subordinate states. 
Its fimction is to be the conscience of the world. Its object 
is peace based on justice. It must by peaceful persuasion 
induce the nations to accept decisions made by the League, 
which is composed of their represeritatives. There must be 
no compulsory sanctions applied by members to enforce the 
decisions of the League ; it is not the duty of the League to 
act as the policeman of the world. It is to be hoped that the 
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number of men exercised supreme authority. The Big Four 
dominated the Peace Conference, the Washington Treaty and 
the Pact of Locarno were the work of five nations, the Four 
Power Pact of four. Either therefore the membership of 
future Conferences must be confined to representatives of the 
Great Powers and of coimtries directly interested in the 
agenda, or a small committee of the Powers must carefully 
prepare the business before the full Conference meets. The 
former arrangement might lead to some resentment among 
coimtries which were not summoned to attend, the latter 
would turn the Assembly of the League into a court of Regis- 
tration. Either course would be better than a repetition of 
the appalling fiascos which in 1933 have taken place in Geneva 
and London. 

Great Britain has a double part to play. She is the head 
of the British Empire and abo a European state. 

The British Empire is a federation of independent states 
united by ties of relationship, of language and of subjection 
to the King, but with different commercial and territorial 
fnteresfs. The maintenance of close anion iTOufd aiiow the 
Empire to speak ivith one voice in the councils of nations, but 
recent events have somewhat impaired that union. During 
the war the British Empire fought as a unit under the 'direction 
of the War Cabinet which sat in London. But each Dominion 
attended the Peace Conference and those that followed it as 
an independent state, free to take its own course whatever the 
policy of Great Britain might be. Great Britain accepted the 
Pact of Locarno, but some of the Dominions showed distinct 
reluctance to accept a treaty wliich, in certain contingencies, 
would require them to fight in Europe for causes in which they 
had little interest. No actual difficulty has arisen as yet, 
but Locarno showed that the diplomatic unity of the British 
Empire had been weakened. The question is complicated 
by the fact that when the King declares war all his subjects 
become belligerents. It is obvious that to meet the new 
conditions some arrangement must be made to maintain the 
interests of each individual Britbh state and at the same time 
to ensure the united action of the Empire in support of a 
common Imperial policy. 

13 
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Attempts have been made, and particular^ at the Ottawa 
Conference, to strengthen the commercial unity of the Empire 
and to reduce the tariffs with which its members have pro- 
tected their own industries. Immediately after the failure of 
the London Economic Conference the nations of the Empire 
united to maintain the stability of Exchanges ^vithin it. The 
British Empire now forms the largest stable financial unit in 
the world, and the importance of the new arrangement was 
shown on July 31st, 1933, when Canada linked the Canadian 
dollar to sterling by floating a loan of £15,000,000 on the 
London market. At the same time the Dominions, realizing 
the difficulties of British farmers, agreed to consider the possi- 
bility of restricting their agricultural imports into Great 
Britain. If success attends these efforts the commercial and 
financial union between Great Britain and the Dominions 
will be greatly strengthened and the British Empire ma}^ hope 
for a period of great prosperity. Such an event would have 
a wide influence. The British Empire, having saved itself 
by its owm efforts, might save the world by its example. 

Different opinions are held as to the relations which should 
exist in the future between Great Britain and other nations. 

Great ^Britain is connected with Europe by geographical 
position, commercial intercourse and historical tradition. 
She still holds that the independence of Belgium is essential 
for the safety of England. She is bound by the Treaty of 
Locarno to maintain the western frontier of France by anned 
interr’ention if necessary. The peace of Europe is one of her 
chief aims and by the Four Power Pact she has ujidcrtaken 
to collaborate witli France, Italy and Gennany to maintain it. 

But her position as the head of the British Empire, and as 
an island with no land frontier to defend tends to w’eaken her 
connexion with Europe, and although since the Great War 
she has played a great part in the reorganization of Europe, 
it would be unwise for her to undertake any further obligations 
or to make a fonnal alliance with any European Power. 
Alliance with one countrt' would lead to a counter-alliance 
and to the rerival of the Group S)-stcm which, like the domin- 
ation of a single Power, is inconsistent with Intcrnatiotialism 
and has proved fatal to peace in the pa.-:!. 
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An alliance %vith the United States, which some \vriters 
advocate, appears to be impossible as long as the Monroe 
Doctrine remains in force. It would be unwise, for such a 
step would arouse dissatisfaction in Europe, the Latin States 
of South America and Japan. 

The policy of Great Britain must be to maintain as friendly 
relations as possible with France, Germany, Italy, the United 
States and Japan. She must rely upon the prestige she has 
gained by her own achievements and as head of the British 
Empire, to re-establish the prosperity of the Empire and do 
her utmost to ensme a satisfactory International Settlement. 

Such a settlement must rest on the foundation of National- 
ism. It cannot be effected rmtil nations are secure and pros- 
perous, that is imtil disarmament and economic restoration 
have been effected. But confidence is a necessary condition 
of disarmament. Lack of mutual confidence, particularly 
in the case of France and Germany, is one of the main reasons 
why disarmament has made so little progress since 1918. 
The League of Nations may help to give nations confidence, 
if it secures a strong position as the impartial judge and just 
arbitrator of national disputes. 

But unselfishness, too, is a necessary condition of a stable 
settlement. Nations must be -willing to surrender voluntarily 
pri-vileges to which they have a legal right, or advantages 
which they have long enjoyed. And this is a hard thing, for 
Nationalism tends to be selfish ; its object is to get, and then 
to get more. But Great Britain has given a conspicuous 
example of unselfishness by surrendering the dominion of the 
seas which she had exercised for centuries. The future of 
the world depends partly on the \villingness of other nations 
to follow her example and to realize that national relations 
must be based on interdependence rather than independence. 
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